
10 THE PREFERENCE AND IMPERIAL FEDERATION

PART II—IMPERIAL FEDERATION,

What the new departuTe-"the mew lmperlall8m"-nieanR for Canada.
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Further Uffht is thrown upon It by what Mr. Chamberlain and fti,
fnends declare to be the advantagei the Mother Country would sainThe principal of these may be stated an follows: That it will strength-
en Britain, hold on the colonies and prevent disintegration ; that thecolonies will b, required to share the cost of maintaining the Imperialarmy and nary; that It will be made obligatory on the colonies totake part in the wars of the Empire throughout the world; that it willsecure "free trade within the Empire." and an "open door' In the colo-nies for British manufactures; that, in short, it will make the coloniesmore serviceable to the Empire Tor political, military and commercialpurposes And it is to obtain these great Imperial ac vantages that

InH th If™ ^ "' attracted by a preference In the TrltHh markets,
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Monarchy changed into an Imperial federal Empirewhich admittedly means a revolution In nearly all departments of th^State and especially in the relations of the colonies to the Motherland.
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this Dominion There are some vitally .Important change,, howeverwhich any scheme of Imperial federation certainly Involves lor us Tnd
wiHTbTforrifcor::;.
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P~P°,"^ federation would, m the first place, involve the break-npof our present happy colonial relat ons. Whatever may be Its charac!

InL /" /"^^k' ""' P°""'*' ""«''•'«'»' freedom we have heretofore
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'"»°''««« <" the British colonial system. Thiswo«ld be a backward step for Canada, and the warm national sentl-
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restraint, as a sort of clamp to hold It together.Our military position would be completely changed, and our burden.

neavUy Increased. Both of our political parties recog-
Milltary lur- '"«e Canada-, duty In this Important matter, and not-
d«na Would b«

y't^'tandlng the Jlbee and taunt, of mlUtary Jingoes
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Oeneral Button, we liave done for defensive pur-

rof.es all that could reasonably be expected from a
country of .mall population under like otroum.tanoeeOur ordinary hillUary expenditure has rapidly inoreawid of late year^*nd I. now nearly 14.000.000 per annam. and ?t H InconS to rS.reT.nt


