
undrmtsna how impo».ll.;.. it »m (or th« Uuortor milllont of pounds of flih •nnuijUir

provincl.l MitWrt to «w th« r.r ..( th» .le.|t)ie Uk« would ioon^Ki ^*P''"?f_„'j?.j?*

iuro w»« brouaht to bflar on th<> pre»<>nt'^•""' ^, •'.^ . . t »f„- sure waft nrouirni lo dphf uii nif wicwt-h*
ohf^.n iuMire '^''' ' '' O^"''" j"''"' "' .^"j I

"^^^^ th« thon Inspector
1,1,1.11.1 Ki*lit.ri.v« Uiiiix w.!l "''l"»">»';'l;utourhe Tupper In hU place the (fovem-
alonc tho ,hor... of th»t lake an.l b.'nff in

] \;^Xi»vpoM^\\ man (rSm whom every

iiHitiL' thr <l.»tructiv.' mo h.),l4 that were ^j^-p Vv. ColcleuRh. an old resident of the
priutit.'.l by til.' Aiiicriciin U\U-Te*U und the

^^^^^ ^j Belkirk. a man who had been ennag-
(frtnl ili'ttructi.in thiit had taken phuc in

p,, j„ ,|,p jj^^ buiineni himself and who
our tiiheri.s, I cunic to Ottawa mid took the

1^,,^^^ ,,y,.,y |,„y „„j pyi-ry inlet, on the
inuttT iipwith the then minister, Sir Charle*

||,,j,, |„„i fiyory setiler on tt» shores. When
Hilibert Tapper. I became intere.ited In the

^j^. 'poip)puph gjiinnied nfflre we expected
mutter up with the tlun minitt-r. Sir

jj,|,( (|,p .Vmcriciin Fish Company would re-

Chiirles Hiliert Tupper. I bernnie in- pp|yp » check, b- ' we failed to reallw the

teroHted in lln' iiiattir liirL'clv bi'enii<i' ni p„,^p, of this sreat combine. Within less

the fiiet that tlie Aiiiiruuii tisti in- t},„„ two years this mon who tried to do

terest*. not miti-ille 1 with I'.mtroUiiiii "or (,jg duty i,y the country and by the settlers

li^liirie« and t ikinu' lUli mit <A our was practicnlly forced ciut of office. Every

lake to the extent of millions of pounds recommenilation he made to the department

illiL-allv, w.n- eiiileavi.urin.' to erush at Ottawa in the way of restrictinB the

out of e\iatence the two ^tiiiiill Ciiineli;!!! Ariicricin ri-=liinL' int«r.*H from killini: the

eompanie* tliat wer.- tli.-n operatinii on ll*!!. wnn either ignored or side tracked so

the lake. This was their modus eperandi: that he fail.'d entirely to muke any im-

there was a .lutv u( a quarter cnl a pound provement in the conditions. Mr. Colcleugh

.in all lisli imports, I into tlie I'liitfJ State.H

fruiii Canada, but a olaii-^' in the V nited

Stat' s I'uitunis Aet provided tliat any tish

taken in Canada in mis owii,-.i Ijy Ameri-

can eiti/.c'iis would bi' admitt''! into the

Unit. (I States free. Tlie li.iuili Ki.-li I'ack-

iiiK Company of Chicago, that L'roat octopus

which lii.-itrnrd its te itacies un^every tish

produciin; sheet of water in Canada, re-

ceived tlie advaiita-.'e of tlii.s provision of

tlie Tniti'd Stall's enstonis law a-" i! owiii'd

the nets mid jilant uf th.' Kobinsm t'om-

pany of that time and when the iisli of

the two Canadian compiinies got to the

biirder line it was nut with the duty

and handicapptd to tliat e.xtent in the

CliicaL.'o mark. t. In this way til.' An li-

eans w.r.' ulile t.i .lictate price* ami
tiTiiis til the Canadians Tli.' r.'Siilt was
that ill If*'.' tley .succeeded, with their

control of tlii' Cliicau'o market in crusliini;

the two Canadian companies out of ex st-

ence. In that year the Selkirk Fish Co n-

panv and the Rei.l and Tait Company so d

their business to the Booth Fish Paekii e

Company, or as it was called in this coun-

try the Dominion Fish Company, but it

was Canadian in name only, the stock he-

inff almost exclusively owned by the Rooth
Fish I'acUiri',' Company of Chicauo. Since

that time tlie Booth Fish Packinc Com-
pany of Chicairo have practical v controlled

the fishini.' in Lake Winnipeu, Rieht under
the eves of the officers of the trovernment

they have taken from 1.2i1f> to 1.500 tons of

fish annually out of this lake, althousrh it

was pointed out in 1810 that if they were

allowed to cntinne tnkiticr out two an.l a

was not only a prominent citizen but he

was a prominent Liberal; he had repre-

. nteil a Manitoba constituency in the local

li'.'islature for many years and the settlers

.iloriL' the lake had creat hopes that he

woiiM see justice done to them. Now. In

nrdi-r to prove that Mr. Colcleush was true

t<i the pcMpIe and true to bis trust, and
that he saw eye to eye with Mr. Wilmot,

who realized that these erent American

tish interests were destrovins; Lake Winnt-

peu, I shall read some stronsr representa-

tions t.i this ffovernment contained In a re-

j.ort of Mr. Colcleush made on .January 15,

l!>o<»

."Selkiik. .Innuary i:>. IMO.

fToii. Sir Louis Dnvles. K.CM.O..
Minister of Marine mid Fisherii-s.

Sir,— I havo the honour to report as folloirs

on the fislierids iif Manitoba, for the year 1899,

and til enilose h'Tewith statistical retuM's for

the >aiiie [leriod.

[

This season iii the matter of catch anil all

[

other respects, may be said to have Ix'eii all

1 iweraue one, some lakes sUowiuK an iiu lease

in oiitpat, and others a proportinnate de-

crease.
• • • •

The ti«h companies continue to ninvo their

plants northward, and this year their opera-

tions were carried on within a short distance

of the noitlurii shores of the lake, and I un-
ilirstand tliey (uiiteinplate another mnve to

Norway House ami I'layerwn I'oiiit on th«

northern coast. To my miud this is prima
facie evidence of the depletion of these waters,

I'ully 90 per cent of the catch of all our lake.i

Roes to the United States and tinds a market
there at Rooil prices. La-t spring I had a

wholesale price list from the Detroit Fish


