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^Sermon before the Society

If then the line of human condud be thus

clearly marked out through all the lefler obli-

gations of life, juft reafon have we to expedt

that diredions (hould lyt be wanting, on the

moft important of all concernments—the pro-

pagation and fpread of the Religion of Chrift.

And fuch is ihecafe* ,--Ei^l|QTt«fiq«^d example
are holdcn out "to us*in't1ic writings, and by
the lives, of the fir ft Preachers of the Gofpel.

To extend the knowledge of Chriftianity over

the face of the then known world, was one of
the injunctions which they moft laboured to

inculcate; whilft^ to fur^er thi«:fpine glorious

end. They endured all things ; rejoicing in per-

fccution, and tortures, and death, if only they

were counted worthy to fuffer for the name
ofChrift.

Nor is the //2o</e in which this duty fliould

be performed, left unrecorded by. the, f^cred,

writers. .Mf.ny are the declarations to this!

point i but among tjietp ,alj; none are, ^>rr^

importantj^norje jp^clude ^ wid^r fi<;Jd qf aiafon,'

than thefe words of our b^^ffed ly^ord . to Jiis

Difcjplei :
*' Behold ,I fendypu fgrth as ih?ep;

**,in the midft of wojves : be ye therefore wife
*' as lerpents, and harmlefs as doves."
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