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ISABELLA OP VALOIS.

ielivered to him ; and if a peace could not be agreed upon, a

truce for thirty or forty years was to be established. The

duke and duchess of Gloucester, with their chUdi-en, were

asked by the king to be of the party, as were the dukes aud

duchesses of York and Lancaster. The duchess of Lancaster,

despite of all the displeasure of the ladies of the blood-royal

against her, was staying with the king and her lord at Eltham,

and had already been invited to the king's marriage. With

this royal company king Richard crossed the sea to Calais,

while the king of France, his queen, and the yoimg princess,

advanced as far as St. Omer, where they remained till the

treaty of peace assumed some hopeful form. It was, however,

in vain that the French strove to soften the opposition of the

duke of Gloucester by flattering attentions and the handsome

presents they offered him. He accepted the presents, " but

the same rancour remained in his breast, and in spite of every

thing, when the peace was mentioned, his answers were as

crabbed and severe as ever. It was observed, that he pointed

out the rich plate of gold and silver to his friends, observing

'that France was still a very rich country, and that peace

ought not to be made,' "—a remark more worthy of a bandit

than a royal guest. The king of England at last contrived to

discover the means of allaying this bellicose disposition in his

uncle: the bribe was enormous, considering the duke's con-

stant exhortations in regard to reformation and economy in

the governments The king was forced to promise his patriotic

uncle fifty thousand nobles on his return home, and to create

his only son, Humplu-ey, earl of Rochester, with a pension of

two thousand nobles per annum. After the apphcation of

such unconscionable bribes, no impediments remained to the

peace and marriage, which were concluded without the resto-

ration of Calais being insisted on by France.

" On the vigil of the feast of St. Simon and St. Jude, which

fell on a Friday, the 27th of October, 1396, the two kings

left their lodgings on the point of ten o'clock, and, accom-

panied by a grand attendance, went to the tents that had

been prepared for them.' Thence they proceeded on foot to

' Frdssart.


