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iH^ays show giestt distrust of any information,

which does not come from their own imme-

diate connexions ; and, in consequence of

this disposition, those adventures which have

proved fortunate, have been scarcely more

important to the persons immediately em-

barked in them, than to the friends whom
they had left behind. These were soon ia-

formed of their success ; and to men who

foresaw the necessity of similar steps, it was

highly interesting to be certain of any asy-

lum. The success of those Avith whom they

were acquainted, was a sufficient motive to

determine their choice of situation ; and ha-

ving found a rallying point, all who at subse-

quent periods left the same district of Scot-

land, gathered round the same neighbour-

hood in the colonies.
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No one of these settlements, however, gain-

ed an universal ascendancy. A number were

formed about the same period of time, and

eacli attracted the peculiar attention of the

district from which it had proceeded. The

information sent home from each, as to the
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