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PREFACE. vn

country derives from the industry and the enterprise of the

agriculturist and the trader, its happy inhabitants may be

supposed not often to reflect on the perilous duties of the

soldier and the sailor,—on their sufierings,—and on the

sacrifice of valuable life^ by which so many national benefits

are obtained and preserved.

The conduct of the British Troops, their valour, and

endurance, have shone conspicuously under great and trying

difficulties ; and their character has been established in Con-

tinental warfare by the irresistible spirit with which they

have effected debarkations in spite of the most formidable

opposition, and by the gallantry and steadiness with which

they have maintained their advantages against superior

numbers.

In the oflicial Reports made by the respective Com-

manders, ample justice has generally been done to the gallant

exertions of the Corps employed; but the details of their

services, and of acts of individual bravery, can only be fully

giveji in the Annals of the various Regiments.

These Records are now preparing for publication, under

His Majesty's special authority, by Mr. Richard Cannon,

Principal Clerk of the Adjutant-General*s OflSce j and while

the perusal of them cannot fail to be useful and interesting

to military men of every rank, it is considered that they will

also afford entertainment and information to the general

reader, particularly to those who may have servrjd in the

Army, or who have relatives in the Service.

There exists in the breasts of most of those who have


