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here tlie ocean steamers chiclly lie. The wharf now
used by the Cunard steamers is 1,000 feet long.

South Hoston extends about two miles along the

south side of the harbor, an arm of which separates it

from lioston proper.

The tirst white inhabitant of Hoston was the Rev.

John IJIackstonc, supposed to have been an Episcopal

Clergyman, and to have arrived in 1623. Here he

lived until 1630, when John Winthrop, (afterward

the first Governor of Massachusetts) came across the

river from Charlestown, wliere he had dwelt with

some fellow immigrants for a short time. About

1635 Mr. lilackstone sold his claim to the now popu-

lous peninsula for ^30, and removed to Rhode
Tsland. The first church was built in 1632 ; the first

wharf in 1673. Four years later a postmaster was
appointed, and in 1704 (April 24th), the first news-

paper, called the ]>oston News Letter^ was published.

The "lioston Massacre" happened March 5, 1770,

when three persons were killed and five wounded by

the fire of the soldiers. In 1773 tea was destroyed in

the harbor, and Boston bore a conspicuous part in

the opening scenes of the Revoluti(jn. The city was
incorporated in 1822, wuh a population of 45,000,

which had increased to 136,881 in 1850, to 177,850 in

i860, and 250,526 in 1870. I^y the recent annexation

of the suburbs of I^righton, Charlestown, West Rox-
bury, etc., the population has been increased to

341,919 (in February, 1876). Population 362,876 in

1880. On the 9th of November, 1872, one of the

most terrible conllagrations ever known in the

United States swept away the principal business por-

tion of Boston. The fire broke out on Saturday

evening, and continued until noon on the following
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