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under the guidance of duty and disinterested zeal, have poured

out their blood in her cause, live in the hearts of a grateful

posterity. But who does not know that this moral heroism is a

very different thing from the common military spirit ? Who is

so simple as to believe that this all-sacriiicing patriotism of prin-

ciple is the motive which fills the ranks of war, and leads men to

adopt the profession of arms ? Does this sentiment influence the

common soldier, who enlists because driven from all other modes

of support, and hires himself to be shot at foi a few cents a day ?

Or does it reign in the officer, who, for pay and promotion, from

the sense of reputation or dread of disgrace, meets the foe with a

fearless front '? There is, indeed, a vulgar patriotism nourished

by war ; I mean that which burns to humble other nations, and

to purchase for our own the exultation of triumph and superior

force. But as for true patriotism, which has its ro<^t in benevo-

lence, and which desires the real and enduring happiness of our

country, nothing is more averse to it than war, and no class of

men have less of it than those engaged in war. Perhaps in no

class is the passion for display and distinction so strong; and in

accordance with this infirmity, they are apt to regard as the

highest interest of the State, a caree:*- of conquests, which makes

a show and dazzles the multitude, however desolating or unjust

in regard to foreign nations, or however blighting to the pros-

perity of their own

.

The motives which generally lead to the choice of a military

lii8, strip it of all special claim to honor. There are employments

which, from their vary nature, should be undertaken only from

high motives. This is peculiarly the case with the profession of

arms. Its work is bloodshed, destruction, the infliction of the

most dreaded evils, not only on wrong-doers, oppressors, usurpers,

but on the innocent, weak, defrnceless. From this task humanity

recoils, and nothing should reconcile us to it but the solemn con-

viction of duty to Grod, to our country, to mankind. The man
who undertakes this work solely or chiefly to earn money or pro-


