
OEBMAN CONQUEST OF ENGLAND IN 1875.

Austrians, and the Prussians too, in bygone years, and

they thought they were invincible. Well do I remember

the great review held at Paris by the Emperor Napoleon

during the great Exhibition, and how proud he looked

showing off his splendid Guards to the assembled kings

and princes. Yet, three years afterwards, the force so long

deemed the first in Europe was ignominiously beaten, and

the whole army taken prisoners. Such a defeat had never

happened before in the world's history ; and with this

proof before us of the folly of disbelieving in the possibility

of disaster merely because it had never happened before,

it might have been supposed that we should have the

sense to take the lesson to heart. And the country was cer-

tainly roused for a time, and a cry was raised that the army

ought to be reorganized, and our defences strengthened

against the enormous power for sudden attacks, which it

was seen other nations were able to put forth. But our

government had come into office on a cry of retrench-

ment, and could not bring themselves to eat their own

pledges. There was a radical section of their party, too,

whose votes had to be secured by conciliation, and which

blindly demanded a reduction of armaments as the price

of allegiance. This party always decried military estab-

lishments as part of a fixed policy for reducing the

influence of the Crown and the aristocracy. They could

not understand that the times had altogether changed,

that the Crown had really no power, and thao the govern-

ment merely existed at the pleasure of the House of

Commons, and that even Parliament-rule was beginning

to give way to mob-law. At any rate, the Ministry were

only too glad of this excuse to give up all the strong
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