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mit her to recede from the extended h'ne of

boundaries fo recently decreed by her Con-

vention after a folemn difcuflion. I will

not attempt to conjefture the motives of fo

flrange a meafare; but I know that it

cannot have been more folemn than the

repeated oaths and decrees of the ccnftltu-

ent and legiflative alTemblies, never to

make conquefts. We have feen, in nume-

rous inftances, that the decrees of the Con-

vention are not irrevocable j it is unnecef-

fary to carry the recoUeclion farther back

than to the treaty with the Royalifls and

Vend ans, w^hich promifed to them a large

indemnity, and other conditions applicable

only to independent powers ; and all this

after repeated decrees never to treat with

them, but to exterminate them.

§ 3S. In treating of the termination of

the war, humanity and juftice fuggeft a

wifli that, whatever may be the modifica-

tions of territory and dominion, the prin-

ciples
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