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ThtTe is ii fixed and ilvx'\) iiiiiHTssion tlirouglioiit all tlic Hrili. Ii

proviiK^es in North America, tiiat the manner in whicdi Clreat Britain

settles this question of the bonndarv, will he considered the announce-

ment of her intention either of retainin^j^ or al)andoning the colonies;

at all events, on the settlement of this great, momentous question,

thousands will be filled with joy, or chilled by despair. The inmiense

possessions which Great Britain has already lost on that continent,

through ignorance, should make her doubly determiiunl not to be over-

roa^hed by a sliamefid perversion ar(l misrepresentation of the vnirh

and s/u>«7 of the treaty.

It is inconceivable the injury the non-settlement of this question

inflicts on British North America. Capital would be freely invested

in it, were this point determined, from the absolute certainty of tho

great return such investment would j)roduce; but, amongst all th(^

symi)toms connected with this settlement, none ai)])ears so ominous or

fatal, as a recent article in a journal establisli(!d by one of the prin-

cipal fumenters of the Canadian rebellion, evid(Mitly frum the pen i»!

an honourable gentleman, vviiose misstatements in the House of Com-

mons, in his desire to vindicate the Ihiited .States in reference to thi^

invasions into Up[)er Canada, were contradicted l)y the American

journals; and whose article, it would appear, had almost received ,'i

semi-official sanction.

I- well behoves the British naMn-i to rnrse from tlie apathy it hss'^

hitiierto exhibited on this subject ; not an inch of its territory shoulil

be surrendered : not a maritime or commercial right compromised oi

sacrificed: but that a good, suHicient ])oundary, tliat shall iiot iuvoht

other great questions spritigiiig from an ill-defined one, shall be resoluteiv

determined on. In 179M. we yielded tiie main branch of t!>e St. Croix,

taking the small, insignificant eastern branch, althougii the great

western branch was always considered tlie main one, alike by thf

Indians wiio resided on its banks, as well as by the inhabitants of the

Cnited States. Even to this day it is so designated. This eastern

branch is now tin; limit of tlie Tnited States in the east, as far as i'

runs, from the Bay of Fundy to its source. Now, from tlie treaty ot

its;], a line is to be drawn '* due north to the Highlands." The com-

mencement of the difliculty is not its running norili, but where north

the line should stop. We contend that it should stop at Mars Hill,

the Americans, that it should proceed nearly 200 miles further ncn-tli

;

consequently, carrying tlieir claim near to the St. Lawrence, and

taking in In its route a considerable portion of the St. John's river.

.Again, tlie Americans hav<< pertinaciously contended that the Bay oi
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