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is a fure fign of a very good in/lead of a bad

ibil ; and accordingly we fee the French have

fettled their tobacco plantations thereabouts.

Jt is not without reafon then, that bur author

tells us, the largeft navies might be built in that

country at a very fmall expeoce. ..^

' From this it appears, that even the fea coaft,

barren as it is, from which the whole country

has been fo much depreciated, is not without

its advantages, and tho(e peculiarly adapted to

^' trading and maritime nation. Had thefii

fandy defarts indeed been in fuch a climate as

Canaday they would have been of as little va-

hie, as many would make them here. It might

be difficult Indeed to fettle colonies merely for

thefe or any other produftibns'of thofepoor

lands : but to the weftward of the Miffiftpt^

the coaft is much more fruitful all' along the

bay of Mexico \ being watered With a great

number of rivers, tiie banks of which are veiy

fertile, and are covered with forefts of thetalleft

oaks, &c. as far as to Nev)'MexicOy a tb'"'»

not to be fccn any where elfe on thefe coafts.

That coad alone will fupply all the products of

North Americaf and is as convenient to navi-

gation as any part of it, without going nigh

the Mijfifiyi\ fo that it is with good reafon


