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GENERAL REPORT
ON THE

COWICHAN VALLEY.

Col.- Skc. OkfU'K,

Viitoi'M. -'Jnil Miiivli l!^l!0.

Tliefollowiii;^ Ui'liort \\\w\\ tlieJ'oiiiiti'y iit' tlic Cowicli-

llil Villi (.'V ((jiiliiiuiM;;' iiiiittuf ot'iiitoi'ist to tin.' rulilii', is

licrcwitli |mllli^lu(l tov ^.'l'iu'ImI iiirorm:iliim.

tiy Cuiumainl ot' Ili-i Iv^iTlk'iicy,

\V1IJ,I.\M A. (I. VOIWC.
Actili^r Culoiiiill .Suci'ct;ir\-.

(IKNKIlAr, ItKl'OltT ()\ Till', COWICIIAN' VAl.l.MV.

To .(o.sc|i'i Di'.^pai-il l'(.'iiil)i'rtoii Ksi(.. Coloiiinl Siii'-

vcyoi', «Vl'.

Ski.— I boL;' liMVC ti) saliiiiit lor vo'.u iiironiiiitioii tlu'

follow iii;^- ri'miirli.s oil tlio c.iii.iliilUic.i of the Cowii'h.iii

ViilK'V.

Til Vnllry iM;iy 'lo fairly considercl as i^tioiit loiuilc^

wi'U' ii|>oii ilii' .-^i-.i cua.-t, liiit luii'i'ov,',-; ri;|iidly as \V(^

iisci'ii'l til.' riviM'. iii<OMiiii'li, t!i;it ti]ioii tli(' W'esleily

limit of the ~ur'.ry i I 1 iiiilus iVoiil tlio Coast) it li.is

a wi.Uli of only o I'.iilc^ Tlif siirfaru lliroir^lioiit is

citiR-r uiiil'oniily \^\A. or Tu's in gout'.u swells, an. I iiiitil

llii.' Mountain siiks are attaiiu'il, soarcfly any rocks or

lionl.'o'v; are fonii>!. tlic ror'vy !<nulls ;'iil Iciljcs so fre-

ipU'Ully loiiml ornirrin;;' ill tlu' soulln'i'ly ]ia|-ts of the

Ishuiil almost entirely ilisapiicar. ll is well watered liy

the Cowiehaii river and its iinnieroiis lril>ntarie~.

lli.;Ii ran;;es of ni inntaiiis believed to I)0 of se.otidary

fornnition, with i.'.ili'areoiis freestone, or Carlionate of

l,iiii;', form a!'!io.-t iin;ii-s:i'de harriers toward-; Ih.i

North and South, and tin; whole siili-idinieo ol' land lie-

Iw.'eii thesu mountains is evidently a deimsii l>ron;.dit

ilo\' II liy the water-. T!io dlslineti\e nature ol'tlie soils

lliron^lioiit the Cowieh.ni Valley is C.ilearious, soein-

iiii^ly fiU'iiied liy llie dei:oni|iositioii of Limestone roel<,

for wiiile the otlier iirineiples oi eiy in dilfereiit decrees,

tho [ifoiiurtios ot Carboiiaio of i/ime almost iuvarialdy

prcdoeil, ate. There is iisiiiilly a de|ith of two or three

feet, restiiii;' uiicni a siiilirieutly retentive sub-oil (jf 'due

(day or j^ravel. T!ie I'.arihs. eliielly lij;ht, very |io;'(ins,

and eonntosed of due iii'o]iortions ot ehiy. >.\w\. eirbo-

luite of lime, and ve;4elalde remains, lire well Ouiisti-

luteil for iib.'iorbinji and ret. lining' moisture, and tlie "eii-

enil color from brown to blaek. wdtli tho entire nb-eneo

of ehalky or white earths, would likewise ilidieiite a fa-

vorable soil I'm- reeeiviii^f and retaiiiiii;^ heat. Sain;des

taken from the .'^omeiios I'lains were found by ex|ieri-

nient to alivirb water snOiident I i increase the olnni !

of soil from one-(dii-htIi to inie-lifth of its wlnde liulk.

The low ^rroiind-; are L'ood.and wonhl easily be broiijiht

into a state lit tor cultivation. The only eveeptioiis are

those lyiiiH- immediately at the foot of Mount I'revost

and the I >iiamiiehaii mountains, ivhrre llic soil restiii..^

upon massive roidv, has been eoiiverfcd into a spmiLry

well I'aliulum, and gnol for nothiiiL''. Miiidi of t!ie

river bottom is a clay loam of a broun color, and a:i

exeidleiit soil for wheal, beans, turnips ami red clover,

'flic alluvial deposit of tiie \'.illey is. however, fir from

beiii^' all of .1 cl.iyy nature, in many parts, eliielly on

tlie southerly side. I'.ie monid re-:ts uvon a irraveily. an 1

cwii a s.indy deposit. This i-: llkewi-e a riidl soil as

may lie ^^'tiw from the' alinnd.. t crops uf pntiiioes

(aiiioie.,'' t!ie most exhan-tiii'.;' jil.inl-) raised by the In-

dians upon the sanij [latehes of land tor x series of

y.'urs. 'I'he I'lain lands have soils either ;4ravelly, or

sandy and Ljr.'vi liy loams, eli;.;'ible tor lia.dey, oat-, rye,

buckwheat, beaij,-. peas, and tiie root and lecf cro[is,

potatoes, t nruip<. and carrots, '.vilii ili.j other iH.i.il

e'arden vegetables. The humidity of the atm ispher,;

may prove a b.irrier to the enltui'e of IiidiaM corn. I

am un.ildi' to s.iy, but 1 lelicve that ,iiis ;;ra'.n will oiu.'

day form a sta|de, as it will assuredly form a |irolilalde

coniitiodity, biuh of eimsiimptioii and export. Wheat

m.!v likewise be siiccesslully raised upon most of the

Soils in tlicdr natural state, and liv piopiu- tillage, upon

all. .\nd I am lirinly persnadc-d that under a common,

judicious system of liirmine-. as ji'ood returns can be

obtained from these lands as in any part ol' tho

t'ontinent ot' .Vnuu'ica. The eliinalc, it may lie noted, is

one esiieeia'ly ada|ited to the pursuits of agriculture,

not being subject to the heats and droi'glits of (."iiliforiiia-

or to the colds oCtlie (iilnn' "riti.-h American I'rovinees,

and the Ivis.ern I'nited .-^t.ues. The loamy soils eviuw-

where possessing a depth of two or three leci, and enii-

laining a large proportion of the calearioiis prinidplo

lire e.-.peeiallv eligible for fruit culture, and the or.
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