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itary regulations runs, I think, suinctiiing like this: "If you're com-

pelled to travel afore breakfast, git some breakfast afore you go," and

I paraphrase this good advice to all landsmen : If you are com-

pelled to travel on the ocean, always take the inside route.

We sailed between these islands and the mainland going and

coming, and if there could be such a thing as a surfeit of the

picturescjue we had ample opportunity to experience it. After touch-

ing at Loring and Kasaan, we stopped at Wrangel, where the totem

posts are; at Juneau, where the Yukon miners start into the interior;

at Douglass Island, where the great 'I'readwell gold mine is located
;

at Killesnoo, at New Metlakahtla, and at Tongas. We sjjent a day at

the great Muir (ilacier, we visited Sitka, went uj) to Pyramid Harbor

in the Chilcat country, and then retraced our way, sometimes passing

through the same waters, at other times seeing new beauties as we

struck a different route.

The resources of the country are few, but those few are large. All

the coast line is covered with timber, and the 2,500 miles are multi-

l)lied many times by the lines of shore created by the innumerable

islands. The warm Ja])an current which tones the tem])erature of all

that coast, brings with it the most abundant moisture, which is pre-

cipitated in rain as it strikes the coast range mountains. One result

is a redundant vegetation ; tiie ground is covered with vines, and

mosses, anil ferns, and these art constantly soaked like a universal

sponge, so that fire cannot travel through them, and although the

forests of Fuget Sound appear to be burning cf)ntinual!y in one direc-

tion or another, those of the fiir north have never l)een devastated by

fire, and api)arently that catastrophe is impossible. Just what an inves-

tigation of the interior might reveal I am not ])repared to say, but to

the casual observer there appears to be timl)er enough in that region

to last the whole country for ages, until the forests of Maine, Michigan

and Wisconsin shall grow again. The trans|^ortation question is of


