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year by year. Ultimately it may leaven the entire mass,
but up to the present time nothing cnn bo more certain

than that the travelled, cultured, broad-minded American
does not reflect the views of the nation at large, with
whom Great Brit;iin is very far IVom popular. This,

while to be regretted, is perhips not surprising when the

past, x'elations between the two countries are considered.

As late as yesterday it might almost be said that Great
Britain was the only enemy against whom the United States

had ever taken up arms. For generations she has been
represented to the American school boy and girl as the

traditional foe, from whose tyranny and oppression their

forefathers were delivered. The impressions thus inculcated

are seldom effaced, for in the United States, as in all

countries, school histories are the only histories ever opened
by the immense majority of the population.

Were it not f<.r this prejudice pervading the masses, all

would be plain sailing. There is little doubt that had
circumstances permitted a free hand to President McKinley,
or to Mr. Hay, tlie Alaska boundary question wo\ild have
been settled before this on terms alike honourable and
satisfactory to both countries. Nor would it be extravagant

to regai'd a majority of the United States members of the

Joint High Commission, personallj', as equally well disposed

with the President and his Secretary of State. Unfortunately,

the Senate had to be i-eckoned with, and political exigencies

forbade the American plenipotentiaries to agree to any
conditions unacceptable to that body.

A generation ago the Senate of the United States took

high rank among the second chambers of the world, but of

late years its prestige has waned, and though still number-
ing among its members statesmen who would lend distinction

to any legislative body, the Senate itself has become more
and more amenable to those ignoble methods which dominate

American politics.

From the beginning of this controversy the feeling

throughout the Pacific coast has been averse to what is

termed * any cession of American territory,' meaning thereby

any abatement of the extreme pretensions of the United

States with respect to Alaska. On a mere rumonr a year

ago that the American members of the Joint High Commis-
sion were disposed to consider an arrangement whereby
Canada would receive a port on the Lynn Canal, a violent

clamour arose in the West, which, being speedily heard in an
assembly where almost every man has his ear to the ground


