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4 THE 'RELIGIO MEDICI.'

the Oxford men of the day, and I like to think of the

eagerness with which so ardent a student as Browne

of Pembroke would have pounced on the second

and enlarged edition which appeared m 1624. He

may, indeed, have been a friend of Burton, or he

may have formed one of a group of undergraduates

to watch Democritus Junior leaning over the bridge

and laughing at the bargees as they swore at each

other. It is stated, I know not with what authority,

that Browne praftised in Oxford for a time.

After a visit to Ireland with his stepfather he

took the grand tour—France, Italy, and Holland-

spending two years in study. Of his Continental

trip our knowledge is very meagre. He went to

Montpellier, still famous, but failing, where he

probably listened to the teaching of Riviere, whose

•Praxis' was for years the leading textbook in

Europe—thence to Padua, where he must have

heard the celebrated Sanaorius of the Medicina

Statica—then on to Leyden, just rising into pro-

minence, where it is said he took his doftors

degree in 1633. Of this, however, there is no cer-

tainty. A few years ago I looked through the

register of that famous University, but failed to find

hisname. Attheend oftwo years' travel he may have

had cobwebs in his pocket, and the Leyden degree

was expensive, as that quaint old contemporary ot

Browne, the Rev. John Ward of Stratford-on-Avon,

tells us (' Diary'): ' Mr. Burnet had a letter out of

the Low Countries of the charge of a doctors de-

gree, which is at Leyden about £16, besides feasting

fhe professors; at Angers in France, not above ^9,

and feasting not necessary neither.' No doubt the


