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CHILD OF DESTINY

valted'''"Th'l''r'*!l!"8,°^
"™ ^ood cheer pre-

hfi fin- ht
^"'«*'"a' was in his element, and

S h. r^M^'
^"" ^"''y '""Shed so heartily

th! Jli ''""a''
'''="/?*''y P*""^"™ his duties at

ho!.*"*'*i: ^""^ P^^"^'"^ confessed that shehad not heard such genuine laughter for many
lit''-

Sister Benita tried hard to throw acloak ove.- her feelings, and succeeded. Shecould not help thinking of her dead brotherHow she wished that he might suddenly come
1:1:!

^"'' "P'a'n *n person all the strange
mystery! Her thoughts stole to Mad Nanceand her startling confession, and she grew
faint. Jerome, with Gracia at his side, felt

He chatted briskly and his face beamed with
smiles. To-morrow was to bring him the
realization of all his fondest hopel; to-mor-
row he was to take Gracia to himself as wifeHow his heart longed for the hour in which
he could call her his forever! For weeks he
had waited for the day. He had something
to live for after all, something beautiful and
precious that no one would ever dare to take
from him. •

After dinner all withdrew to the drawina-
rocin When they were comfortably seated,
tJie Cardinal rose from his chair somewhat
".T'""^'/'

^"^ motioned Sister Benita to his
side. The nun obeyed. His Eminence whis-

262


