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Hwdly half a dozen years ago the 'critic'
•«wed lis that Menes, the founder of the unitedIrai^ of Egypt, and his immediate successors
of the First Dynasty were the creations <rf
etymological invention, 'semi-fabulous' person-

belonging to a 'prehistoric' period, ofwh^ no record could ever have existed. The^ the excavator has rudely dissipated
aU soch dr^ So far from being 'semi-
^0118 and'mythical'thekingsoftheFim

fnf^ /^P' ^""^ ^^ve lived in them hk^ of culture and history, at a time when

^ ajillatKm of Egypt was already old, when
«ti art w«i highly advanced and its political
«^m«^coinplete. The hieroglyphic system
Of wjtongw already perfected; an alphabet
h«i be«i formed out of it, and even a cursive
hand devdpped. A careful chronological
«P«ter was kept, and, as in Babylonia, the«^ of eadi year were officially recorded.
Ev«i Ac tombs of the ' semi-fabulous ' beings
Of flie antic's imagination have been discoveredMd the boaci Menes himself are now in the
MnaeiimorCa&a

If %W tarn to Babylonia, the same stoiy
««aita at there. There, too. we were toW that


