
ESMERAJ.DA

said Mrs. DeWyiit iiiipaticnth . Reall\,

the o-irl was too trying-!

By the time the kiiioti.^h was served,

Iloskins was able to re[)ort authenti-

cally that Miss Esmeralda had not tele-

phoned. Things be^an to look serio s.

" Then teleplione to Mrs. Ted Col-

lins!" eommanded Mrs. 1)( Wynt,
" and find out whether she is there."

It was the oidy possible solution.

And when, at the sa.ad, Iiosk'?is re-

])orted that not only was Miss Esmer-
alda not at :Mrs. Ted's, but that that

lady herself hacl ^one out of town, our

alarm became acute.

" Allie," said iMrs. DeWynt, " this is

no lit)ht matter! It is impossible to

^uess what that extraordinary youn**-

woman may have done. I wish you
would ^'o at onee to her room and see if

you can find any evidenee ol' her actions.

I will stay and finish the salad while

vou do so."
»

1 rose instantly and did as I was told,

waving- aside Hoskins' offer of assist-

ance, liibtiiictively I felt that it was
iiiii


