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still maintained it in the condition of a subject pro-
vince, dependent (aa none of the German States depend)
upon the will and pleasure of the Emperor, the Federal
Council, and the Imperial Parliament at Berlin It is
not certain that a real and not precarious autonomy
withm the Empire-such, let us suppose, as is guaranteed
to the tmy principality of Reuss-would have assured
the whole-hearted acquiescence of the population in
the new order of things : but that was apparently the
best chance, and it was not taken. Indeed it must be
evident that this constitutional inequality was indis-
pensable, if the methods of Germanization which are
most agreeable to the Prussian spirit were to be
employed. They may be described in two words :

colonizing and repression.

An army of officials, schoolmasters, clerks, shop-
keepers, artisans, from the hungrier States of the
Empire, began at once to pour into the Reichsland—
the . rateful clients and the industrious servants of
the central powers

; and the invasion did not cease
when it had filled the room left vacant by the exodus
of natives, of whom some thousands forsook their
homes to keep their nationality. Alsace-Lorraine—
economically a German dumping-g^ound-has been
administered primarily in the interest of strangers-
their growing numbers, their services, their demands,
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1874 until 1911 there was a Provincial Delegacy of 30 (later of 56)members, chosen by indirect suffrage, at first a purely consultative
body. whicJi in 1879 obtained limited powers of legislation subject to
the veto of the Federal Council, but no control over the Executive
in 1911 a Constitution was granted to Alsace-Lorraine, or rather
imposed upon it. by the central powers: the chief innovation was
a Diet of two houses (the lower elected by the people), and the i^pr^.
sentation of the Reichsland upon the Federal Council by two Deputies—Imperial nominees.


