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class route. 1 l)rolnised the gentlemen who
accornpanled me last year that I wouid
submnit their case to the Minister of Rail-
ways and Canais.

Mr. SAM. HUGHES. The Postmaster
General on tliat occasion was s0 deiighted
witb the route that wlien lie found it had
been traversed by a feilow countryman of
bis long years ago, that he promised to have
a monument or statue erected to Samuel
,de Chiamplain ia the beautiful town of Pene-
Ion Falls. I do not see an Item lu the est!-
mates for this and perhaps the Postmaster
Generai wiii take the proper steps to bave
the monument erected.

Mr. LEMIEUX. I amn c'immitted, it is
a question of persuadlng my coiieagues.

Mr. GRAHAM. We wiii probabiy find
it ln the postai estimutes. In regard to the
clearing ont of tliese logs, we did give In-
structions to, have them taken out, and I
presume it lias been doue.

Mr. LANCASTER. To returu to the Wel-
land canai, bas the minister liad any In-
vestigation or estimate made as to the cost
entuiied iu deepenîng the Welland canai to
25 feet draft? I asked about it enriier and
tiîe miaister said lie liad no estimute. It
is pretty weli conceded to be necessary to
have canais with larger drafts to carry tlie
~freight tbrougli by water. In that sec-
tion of tbe country there Is un Impression
that somne sncb investigation is being made.
iliat Is wliy I ask If there was any cou-
ternplated Increuse, if tliere are auy en-
gineers empioyed to make that Investiga-
tion.

Mr. GRAHAM. I am informed by the
deputy that tbere Is no increase lu the staff.
The question of deepeuing tlie Welland
cainai is a pretty large one and is inter-
iocked with the whle transportation pro-
w)em. Tliis mucli I arn free to say, thait
if we are to carry our own traffic as weii
as sorne of tlie American traffic, as I
have an ambition to do, by the St. Lawrence
route, the 'Welland canal wli liave to lie
deepened to 25 feet.

Mr. SAM. HUGHES. How about the St.
Lawrence canais?

Mr. GRAHAM. If we deepen the Wel-
land canai we can carry the freiglit to the
liead of the St. Lawrence canais aud there
break bulk in elevators and s0 compete
with the American routes.

Mr. BERGERON. Wliut about the Geor-
gian Bay canal?

Mr. GRAHAM. That is unother pro-
biem before the country. These questions
will have to lie soived as years go by..

Mr. SAM. HUGHES. You wiii leave
that for another minister?

Mr. LEMIEUX.

Mr. GRAHAM. Possibly flot, but I would
îlot like to muke rash promises. There is
au opinion sliared iu by some very prornin-
eut engineers that it wouid be cheaper and
lietter to build an entirely new Welland
canal than to deepen the existing canal.
There is a difference of opinion, ns my lion.
friend 'wiii understand. Sorne engineers
say that the route couid lie shortened sev-
erni miles by digging a new canal and that
thie number of iock gates could be reduced
liy 75 per cent.

Mr. URIAH WILSON. At what cost?
Mr. GRAHAM. It wouid cost a lot of

money. 0f course It Is oniy a '-uess so
far as I arn concerned, but I would not like
to undertake it witli less than from $25,-
000,000 to $30.000,000.

Mr. URIAH WILSON. What would lie
the difference in cost lietween biuilding it
and deepening tlie old canal?

Mr. GRAHAM. I amn told by engi-
neers It wouid cost lesa to huld the new
one than to make tlie oid one up to date.
I arn not giving it as rny opinion, but a
very prominent engineer discussed It the
other day. I am quletly gettiug sorne data
togetlier to see wliat the cost wouid lie. I
amn not lu a position to, say wliat It wouid
lie yet, but I hope to give the House some
Idea of wliat it wouid cost botli to deepen
the old one and to bpuild a new one. Tlie
benefit of the new one wouid lie to aborten
the distance considerahly and decrease very
rnateriaily tlie number of locks. 0f course
each iock would lie iurger, tlie lifts greater
and the reaches longer.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I notice un Item of
expenditure at Port Coiborne, Improvernents
to the exteut of $287,000. Wouid the min-
ister give us some expianation of tliat ?

Mr. GRAHAM. MIy hon. friend wili par-
don me, but thut is under capital expendi-
ture, and I arn oniy askiag for maintenance
of the staff lu this vote. I wiii take up
capital expenditure afterw-ards.

Mr. POSTER. You are not doing any
business ut Port Coîborne ?

Mr. GRAHAM. We expect to lie ready
sliortiy.

Mr. BERGERON. The minister said a
moment ugo that lie expected lu a short
tirne to lie able to put before parlin meut
some data about eitber Increasîug the deptil
of the Welland canai or building a new one.
Wliut about that scbeme that was brought
forwurd conceruing a canal between the
Georgian buy and Port Hlope or Toronto,
w-hich, If undertaken, wouid relieve tlie min-
Ister from spendlng any money at ail] on
the Welland canai ? I understand there
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