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the *cIildreli, but the\, have to take
tlieir turn at the rucider and on the
towing-path, andl not infrequently the.v
are chargeci w~ith such (lutieS as seeing
the owners and btiy-iig- foragre for
horses, for it frcqueîîtly happens tlîat
the wife is the best business mari :m
the boat. To sec the womien in tlieir
pictu resque prinýt bonnes bustling
about the boats on a brigh.It sunîniiier
day, or talzing tca on the cabin top, îs
a pleasant sight eiiough.- ; bui to, sec
tleie ini \vi1ter tinie tru(lging aiong
the towpath, ankie dlcep ini nlud, is to
realize soînething of the hardships of
the bargewvomawîs life: and in tiîne of
sickness it is easy to believe thiat lier
condition is pitiable in the extreme.

The children are generally healtly,
briglit litile people, welcare(l for s0
far as their bodily nccds are concerne(l,
but sa(lly igynorant as regrards thie
oî-thodo.x lore of childhood. Ini manw
cases they are past masters in the carý
of a hiorse andl the art andl nivstcry of
lbarge steering long b-cforc thev ca!n
read words of one svllable or write
their own naines. 'flic wav in wvhicli
the children are allowed to growv up
alnliost eutirely withotit e(lucation is
one of the nmost unsatisfactory featuires
of canal boat if e. Thcv arv '-upposed
ta attend sc11001 v.erever tiàiir boats
happen to l)e miakino a stay. But it is
ipossible to enforce such a regula-

tion; if the sehoofl attendance officer
visits a canal boat ini searchi of chl-
(Iren lic xviii be told--often trulv
enoughi-that the lioat is leaving that

1-vor the next. Anid even xx'lieu the
pa-rents thenmselves xvoul( l ike their
children to attendl scliool, the difficulties
are alinost insuperal)le s.- longc as they
live 011 the canal boat. Teachiers dIo
îiot w'eclcomie these littie birds of pas-
,age, who, of course, are dunces when
:ouipareci mrith childreu ini regular
atteu(lace, andI for the littie " boaties
tlienîslives scliool muiist be far froni

attractive wvhcn thcv can onlv attend
foi- a day or two at a time 'and are
place(l auiongst children niuchi younger
tliai thlîeiisclves, the ol)ject of rcniark,
and perlials of ridicule, b%. tlîeir
sehool fellows.

For the past seven vecars a praise-
xvorthy attenipt lias l)een miade at Breiît-
ford to reîiiedy tlîis cond(ition of cdu-
cational (larkliess by holdling a special
day-sclîool for b)oatîîîenis chil(lren. It
is a qucer littie sehool, mîeetinîg ini the
raý-ttIier iîîconvenieut premîises of the
Canal Boatnieni's Mission. Judged by
everv edîncatiomal standard it is, of
couirse, sa(lv ineffici cnt; in esec to
irregularity of atteudance it eau surely
have no equal ini the kingdoni.
Imagine a sclîool wxitli about five hun-
dred clîildî-eu on the roll, and a (laily
attendlaîce varying- fî-oî none at ail
to fifty ; a sclîool at wlîiclî tlîree days'
teaclîinîg, fol loxx'd by tIi i-e wTCCks'-
or, it iîa be, thi-ce nîonithis'-holiday is
quite the nornmal state of affairs. The
xVoni(lr is not tilîat results are poor, l)ut
tuiz- tiiere ai-e aii\ i-esults at ail.

Ou flic occasion of miv îeceîît visit
there were about twenty cliildren prs
cnt. Their neat, dlean appearaiîce
s1 )oke well for the caîe of their pai-ents,
tlîougli 1 undcrstaud thiere are occa-
sions xx'hen defects in tlîe niatter of
persoîîal cleaniess have to be
reuiedied at the sclîool. The ages of
the childi-en raiige(l froni about two
andl a hiaîf ta fourteen or fifteen \-ears;
aIl seeied verv quiet anîd attentive,
wThichi is bile more uiote\v-ortli- as the
teaclier lia(l to attendl .5inîulta-iîcoluslv
to piupils iin several stages of eçluc-
tional developnîeîît. The teaclîing is
necessarilv vei-v elenieîîtary. An cx-
ceptioually adlvaniced scliolar xvas xx'rit-
ing froni dictatioiî a passage fron a
reading Ibool ; but eveîî lie lîad to be
rcmnî(l tlîat a îîew sentence b)cgiuis
xvitlî a capital letter. Most of tlîe othier
chiild-reiî weî-e still st-ggliii witlî tue
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