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eiided. But there can be no excuse whatever
for the loading and unloading of ail kinds of
vessels and the ceaseless work and traffic in
the freight sheds of the C. P. R. ail day loti,
on Sabbath, the engines are busy shuriting
<ars and m-aking up trains. Our Canadian Sab-
haths are fast bccoming like those across the
l'ne, and witi very soon, 1 fear, be devoted to
buLpgi and selling, pleasure seeking and
.îlliUsCiicft radier than rest fromn secular
labour and the worship of Almighty God.

RAT PoRTAGE.-Leaving Port Arthur by
le C. P-. R. we reach this point after a journey

of eighteen hours. Ten years ago the Dawson
Route, by %vaggon aîîd steain lauinches on the
,aany lakes that traverse this section was put
in operation, but was not, to say the least, very
popular. The long dreary road with its
fatigue, exposure and misquitoes was too much
even for the touriets and sportsmen, and even
less relishied byt.he ordinary traveller. I twas
andeed only intended as a temporary experi-
mnent, until the railway was completed to Win-
nipcg, but it was given up sooner even than
e'Xpected. The C. P. R. for a considerable'
part of 5the journey towards the "Barclay
station," half way between Port Arthur and
\Vinnipeg, is anything but smootb. It reminds'
unle Of the rocking of a ship rather than the
* îcady mun of a well ballasted railway. The
iii-t hiaif of the journey is through an cxcced-
rnglly poor and sterile country, destitute of
settlements and roads and woodcd withi
* cragg y trees that look more like hop pole,,
z4han serviceable timber. Soi-n of the bridges
along the route are exceedingly sliakey con-

_,tuctons-at least they appear so to the ordin-
.îrv traveller. That the road has been so
-,)(n completzed as it is, is indeed a niarvel of
perseverance and it is in no spirit of fault find-

tîxat we mention the feelings of inanv îvho
iatroflnise it, and hope that ere long stronger
*idgcs may bc built, and ans' real or f.iinlci

fears- of disaster reinovedt.

Rat Portage, wich lias of late baîned con-
~drbenotoriety as the sceCfl of a bloodless

.nilict betwecn representativcs of Manitoba
,,nd the Ontario Government, is a beautiful
afflt: town of some 1,500 or 2,ooo of a popula-
..on, six hours journey from Winnipeg and
,îglteen from Port Arthur. [t is situated on
,ýnd arounid the "Lake of the Woodsç," one of
preituest sheets of water anywvhere to be found
on tht' British American Continent. he C.
P. 1,'. enters the town througé a deep cutting
of rock peculiar to this ivhole region. The

cnarively rapid growth and seulement of
%.at Portlage within the last two or three years
is due to the lumber and mining interests al
J±ong the "Lake of the Woods," and the
Winntipeg River. There are several large
'Lw-mills at Rat Portage and Keewatin, the
lullsfn Blay Company has also a large store

and warehouse here and nearly every branch
of industry is represented. In addition to the
mining and lurnbering interests, the place is
destined to become a fashionable watering
place for the people of Winnipeg and other
cities on the Western Prairie. The scenery
and boating and tisluing facili'ies cannot bc
surpassed. The Roman Catholic, Methodist
and Presbyterian Cîxurches have missionaries
stationed bere-the latter hîavin-just finished
a beautiful bouse of worship, and a comfort-
able parsonage for tlie Rev. Mr. Tibbs, whio
bias recently been taken from Rapid City to
this important point. Mr. Tibbs lias already
gained the affections of his people and the con-
fidence of the community, andi both in the
pulpit and other public occasions, iiiost ably
represents our Church. Altogether the pro-
spects of Rat Portage are exceedingly good,
although it sufféis at present from the general
depression in Winnipeg and the unsettled
political relations w-hich it has sustaineti for
some time towards Manitoba anti Ontario.
Six bours travel land us once more in WVin-
nipeg. The flrst haîf of the journey betiveen
Rat Portage and the capital is exceedingly
attractive by reason of tie numerous lakes
that are seen along the railway track. Then
the country assumnes an entireiy different ap
pearance and the wide-sprezding prairies of
the great North-West corne into viev.

WINNIPEG.-So much lias bcn %vritten of
titis ciiy during the last few months, that it is
unneccssary to repeat what hias been better
said by others. The contrast presentcd be-
tvcn what it w~as tell years ago on rny first
visit, and indeedt bettveen what it was two
ycars ago and is now, is simply marvellous.
Main street radiantly lit up by electricity and
ma.ny of the storer, ablaze with thc sanie light,
grives to the city an exceedin-ly attractive ap-
pearance hy nighit. Street cars running in
differeut directions, oinnibuses and carniages
of every possible description carrying passen-
gers betwveen the station and hotels-many of
the places of business stili opened and throng-
ed with c:ustomer:;, auctioneers; selling tlieir
wares and ipusic: soundixîg from out gilded
saloons. .-which are sadly numerous in this new
city-niakle up a scene that is scarcely con-
ceivable in what sonie twelve years ago ivas
nothing but prairie and the home of the Red
man. Winnipeg is now suffering fi oi severe
depression. The boom of 1881 has*collapsed
and men who boasted oftheir rich fs a year
ago are now very poar. The pffpers arc
pretty full of sales of insolvent stocks and
notices of meetings of creditors ; but in spite
of al, building operations are continued iii
mariy directions, and the streets and stores
seemr anything but dulI. The fact is that twa
years ago business was carried on fan (romn
legitimately. Men werz univilling to aniass

RECORD 267


