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FRRE FIS1I.
la- wu r,.1j,rted fa-ont %Vashmngton thre othor

day tirat th, u3i ta-iff bill wnnld, Jilely ha
sl-l 40 ms ta admit Canadien f rosi water

tre~i b fh roce of duty. This may look liko
&cascessian ta Canada, but it is uiothing af
thre kind. It iî realy n runces3ion "0a Unitod
State ith coanpanies which carry an apera-
lions in Canadiati waters. United States
W&te.rs are NVCII fiihed out, and a numbar of
larg United States comPanies ame xow
oblle ta opea-ato ln Canadian waters te
lecuN suppliea. 0! course thesftcomnries
have ta coniorni ta aur fisirery regulations in
ord,,r ta operate hea, but white they are

i nomnally Canadiau companies, their capital
i nes fa-nm t-ho United States, and a cousader-
aioe orton ci tire profit froa te business

gsta tire Untited States. Thms companies
bavaba-ought pre>sura te bear upon Washizîg-

t ton t laetra tire placîi ofa fa-e;h labo fi3h
Iupon thre fra iisa, and acoa-dîng tu, reports

tire> ane likely ta snczeed lu this effort.

%mne jourars are dîîmaudiug a retaliation
I olaicy against tire United States on accaut
Ici thre tariff polie>' of L1r latter country. It
z uti bcaknowledged that thre sîow United

hlates tatifi bill bits a-iis conLay very bard,
't hltattiresain ieit muat be admitted ttiat

t ~he Unîited States iras a perfect rigbt ta
ý&mnge its taril according tu tire deaires oi

Sth -ie uls there. The Commercial does not
~eîaertain thre belirai, urgea bv s-nio jourtiSîs,

-th&ttire fa-mers Oi tbe DOW United States
ï ttnff billta-ied particularly'ta it thisca-ntry.

TIhe paoectionest party''o enndt
';owea- by tire people, and having came latta

rcwertirey proceed te trame a laew higb
1 wnff billt We do ne aL hoera thoy tooto

Q Catada int consideratioti at ail iai te
'-, tte- Tirey sîiply rogulated te dutras

Ipthe ci dfferent curumodîties according ta
Ult îOwu vasiros, regardiess ai the country

'?tmsucb commoditios are us-ually i-

r[ Û-1& eripys the sanie lberty to regulate
trf aczording ta thle desisotle

ý;e If wa find it necessaa-y. ln order ta
~iet lui own interests, ta inca-case alla

e1ntlupan soice commodities wbicb cama
n'iCtaIlytla-m tire Utnited Sa-ates we wili
ýio Tis, bawver, is net retaliation, but
ytetOn Lt is tire use af the word

1" rdaiatoQ" whic Tira Commercial abjects
~-Z ~.'!bsta ofe reta jatiun te ail wrong. Weo

zl Dot ILcas Oua- tatiff ont of any spirit
*eah1t1a, but simply as a oatter ai pro-
O'.n ur Owu interesLa, taç sainie as thre

1-.-~'e tte bas donc lu inoasing te
ÇI Bpr nost comw.odities irnported frai

111 nw United States tariff bill greaLln
-tai tire dattes upen agricultaral pro-

a-liMh- as are imnported froam Canada,
~iieavowced os oet oi keeplng the bomne

miarket for the homen producer. Ai larizo
quatntity of agrictitturai pr(,dtotq f-rnt tha
pacifie Coast States are conqumned ln Bo-ish
Canluttibia. If %a canîtot sai *x the Utaited
States, wo rnight pa-otect our own ititaoests by
holding aur British C,',bunibia ma.rket for
aur-homo prodLxcers. Tni4 should not atid
wfuld tint ba <joncn i ai,> spirit 'I, rotaliatr.n,
but sirnply with thre objQet of furtheriug our
own iaterasts3. This talk of the hoitility of
the Ujnited State-i tu Canada, and of tho pro-
priety of rotaliation on our part, 9hoaid be
da-pp.-d. Sa far ais the UTnited Statfl s 15Cou-
cei-ned, it is simp)y a marttor of trade yoiicy,
and the sante view of the question shiruld. ha
taken hure.

Lu rdr BALLOT BOX.
Inodrto provent ballot-bDi-stufilng and

aLlier crookeiu(y5 in cinnection in alec-
tions, thes Winnripeg Fra-% press propnses titat
the alections shaîîld bc hold under the direct
controi af the courts Tho Commnercial would
second thre motion, la tact titis journal
niade oxactay similar suggestions ini disons-
sing this question snmo tina ago, but wv are
1quite wrlling t,) second tire efforts of the Free
Press now. By ait moans, lot us have tihe
electiaus carried out undor thre autharity of
the courts. If our ine% reoa-m goveramelit
reaiIy mens to carry out refarms in the
matter of elections, bore is a question which
is very -simple of solution. Under the
present systein, we would not espect botter
rosuits with a L-bearal govo-nmeut in power-,
tbai m'O have bad la the past, wîth the
Conservatives ia controi. Party mon,
whetlier Grits or Tories, ivill twist everything
ta their owfi ndvautago. and pro-
bably thora are just as mauy usca-upuIoas
men lu one party as ina the' otiier *%V sýaY
tirerefore, tare, thre contrat oi thre ehcetions
aut ai the bands, oi the parties enttirly. Lt
seins a burlesque ta talk about oua- advanced
systemt ot constitutional governnieat. wh'le
tire papers are fait of reports of ballot-box
sLunfiLxg aud election fraids. Tite ballot-b,x
sirould hA ragardad as au almost sacred insti-
tution, and iL shouid lie removeti tram the
rearh af the unsprgputnus of eitAer party.
instead of barn& alowed ta fat aio:ig thieves,
as5 it sometimos evi lently doos. If thre
Libero.Is Continue thes systent af party contrai
of tira ballet-box, it may ha set down as a
tact that they continue tis policy lui order
ta Cain as much es possible frrat saab contrai.

THE ABATTOIRJ PROPOSALS
Tire citizens oi Winnipeg hava beforo theni

proposais for the estabi isiment horeof ai
large siaughteriog and Cald storage establish-
ment, with tire ç'bj.3t af engagaîig ina thf.
sbapnient of dressad monts, and we pr-ostitue
aiso, of slaugrtea-îng for tirai local trade.
The principal cause ai iuterest in Lis matter
is the trict that the pramaters a4k for a large
antount of assistance rtra the City lu the
way of a batnus, as welI as a furtuier large
axpenditure ou the part ni the city, ln tire
int>.rest or tho said industry, whicli coula
nat ba censidered as a direct bon ls.

'\Vhilo tae importance oi the propased
industry la fully realized, tire gentral im-
pression seenis te ho against te proposed

la-go <ivie efpenditures by tray ef assistance
t tira iîdnsta-y.

Thre Commercial bas for vnany years advo.
cated the etabli.hmneut of a librge aiaugirtor-
itag iridligtay bore, witir theoabject of à-hip.
iiz ilrimqpd nipata ana doilig a packing

business. Tire a'lvatages wieh WVinnipa'g
p-seales as a ciýntra foar sucl au industry,
ai-c ,iîaurraQ.sc<i by any point either in thbe
W'estern States or in the Catadian West. Orr
exporc ta-ado ru live stock bus now growa
tw cansiderabia proaportisons. Winnipeg la
the natural point for feedie g and sorting aver
animais for shîpment. Ail jie stock ehip-
ped oas; is handled over la. the yatrdsi bere,
belote the tatins are rmade u p for shipnient
ea.ntward. Antiats sonietimes susta.in
injuries whicb rendur theni unfit for ehip.
mont, but not sncb as ta injure them. for the
local market. Every load eomiic, in oït-
tains sonie animais which iL would naL be
desirabie ta sbip, cousequently aven for the
live stock expert ta-ade alone, au abattoir and
packing business bore would prove a valu.
aible adjunet.

The exportation ai dressed meat iastead of
shipping live stock, bas licou vigoro'.tsly advo.
cated ai late years hi different persans.
Fram the bumanitarian point of view It
cortainly bas everythîng in îtà favori wbule
thre case oi oepartîig dressed meat, us cota-
pared with live stock, would bc -vastly iu favor
of the dressed meat trade. The only ques-
tioa seern ta ba as regards the dema.ad for
cirilledl or refa-igerated meats lu Great
Braitaiu. IL is claime3 by sanie that thore is
sncb a strong prejudice thora aga.inst meats
oi this clazs, that iL cannot ha madle profit-
able ta export fresi uteats ta British mar-
kats. Other persans who have studied the
matter. elaima that by t-ho adoption ai certain
mothods in introducing thn taado in British
mairets, tis prejudr<o could ho overcome,
Tire Commercial bas long beau an advocate
ai the dressad meat ta-ado, and we still ho.
liave that sooner or later the shipment of
da-essed meats w ill largoly supplaut thre expert
ive stock ta-ada.
¶Aufnîbe matter whach Thre Commercial
bas ndrncatAd for quine years, qulte indepen.
dont ai thra dresscd mejît itrade. ia the
establishment of a public abattoir in Wixni-
peg. We have advocated. this maiuiy tramt
sanitary motives. At presr'nt saaglter
bouses ara scattered about the autskirts af
t-he City. Thos alcaali local slaughter bauses
bave nua- propar facilities, sucob as sewerage
connections etc., ta ensure tirI oieauliuess
and heathfulness. Anothor important point
la. thre insperction of meats for local Consump-
tion. The Commercirri bas reason ta beliave
that animais bave beau slanghteoa aind sold
wii< were uaL fit foa- faod. Wha.t we have
advocated an 5evea-al occasions in thet past, a-s
a public abattoir, wbere ail sla.ughtoring
thauld ire doue, under proper supervIidon as
ta inspection, etc. Utider sucb a system
animais could 13o inspeoted by a civio official,
aud anya-hing un fit for food would ho re-jected.
The animais can ire examined and inspacted
tn bstter advautage titan aiLer slangirtering
a.nd drmsing for market.

Iu cona-ection witb tite recent proposais te
etabuieli a large Slaughteting hanuse hare,
Tho Commercial bas aben61dY an mBnY


