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| FREE FISH.

1t was reported from Washington the othor
day that the now tariff bill w.nuld likely bo
smonded %o 83 to aduit Canadian frosh water
fresh fish free of duty. Thus may loo_k like
; s concession to Canada, but it is nothmg of
. \bokind, Itisreally n concession %o United
: States fish companies which carry on opera-
| ticos i Capadisn waters. United States
{ gateraars woll fished out, and a number of
! large United States companies are now
otliged to operate in Canadisn waters .to
wearetupplies.  Of courss thesa companies
! have to conform to our fishery regalationsin
! order to operate hers, but while they are
eminally Canadian companies, their capital
| qomes from the United States, and g consider-
i shlopertion of the profit from the business
| geestothe United States, These companies
' § havebrought prassuro to bear upon Washing-
| wntosecure the placing of fresh lake fish
t upon the freo list, aud according tu reports
ey aro likely to succeed in this effort.

N0 RETALIATION.

1
v § Some journals are damaundivg a retaliation
'} pohey against the United States on account

of the tariff policy of tha latter country. It
amuszbeackuowledged that the new United
$ttes tariff bill hits this country very hard,
tot at the samo time it must be admitted that
jthe United States has a perfect right to
farmsuge its tariff according to the desires of
theralers there. The Commercial does not
eatertain the belief, urged by sume journals,
‘that the framers of the new United States
‘unfibilltried particularly to it thiscountry,
The protectionest party was returned to
‘Jower by the people, and baving come into
wwer they proceed to frame a Dew high
und bif. We do mot believe they took
s (arada 1to consideration at all in the
zatter. They simply regulated the duties
Spon the different cummodities according to
Jlar own wishes, regardiess of che country
}hme sach commodities are usaally im-
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< mada eupoys the same liberty to regulate

wnff according to the desires of her
E:ph 1f we find it pecessary, in order to
_tect om own interests, t0 increase our

f uron soms commodities which come
" Yreipally from the United States, we will
0. This, however, is not retaliation, but
Mection, I¢ is the use of the word
Yaaliation ™ which The Commercial objects
S % Thstalk of retaisation 18 81l wrong. We
'fgxlnol. increaso our taniff out of avy spirit
‘ﬁrgtaliauon, but simply &3 & matter of pro-
Angour own interests, the same as the
‘}itei States has dose in incremsing the
{iZupon most comruodities imported from

.
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- Tozew United States tariff bill greatly
feass the duuies upon agricultoral pro-
7 52k 03 are imported from Canada,
Atteavowed ot vot of keeping tho home

market for the homeo producer. A large
quantity of agricultural sproducts from tho
Paciflo const states are consumed in British
Columibia. If we eanuot sell % the Uuited
States, we might protect our own interests by
holding our DBritish Columbia market for
our home producers. This should not and
would not bo donein any spirit of retabiation,
but simply with the objeet of furthering our
own iaterests. This talk of tho hostility of
thoe United States to Canada, and of tho pro-
priety of retaliation on our part, shoald b
droppad.  So far us the United Staces is con-
cerned, it is simply a metter of trade rolicy,
and the samo view of the question sheuld he
taken here.
THE BALLOT BOX.

In order to prevent ballot-box-stuffing and
other erookedness in connpection in elec-
tions, the Winnipeg Fron Press propnses that
the olections should be held under the direct
control of thecourts The Commarcial would
second the motion. [Ia fact this journal
made exactly similar suggestions in discus-
sing this quession some titne ago, but we avre
quite willing t2 second she efforts of the Free
Press now. By all means let us have the
elections carried out under the authority of
the courts. If cur new raform government
really means to carry out reforms in the
matter of elections, here i3 & question which
is very simple of solution. Uader the
present system, wo would not expect better
results with a Leberal government in power,
than we have had in the past, with the
Conservatives in control, Party wmen,
whether Grits or Tories, will twisteverything
to their owl advantage. and pro-
bably there are just as many anserupulous
men 0 one party as io the other  Wo say
therefore, take the control of the elc:ions
out of the hands of the parties entirety. It
seems a burlesque to talk about our advanced
system of constitutional goverpment. while
the papers are fall of reports of ballot-bux
stuffiug and election fraads. The ballot-b,x
should be regarded as an almost sacred inst1-
tution, and it should be removed from the
reach of the unscrupulous of either party.
mnstead of being atluwed to fall amoug thieves,
ag it sometimes evilently does. If the
Liberals continue the system of party control
of the ballet-bog, it may baser down as a
fact that they contigue this policy in order
to cain as mush @3 possible from such control.

THE ABATTOIR PROPOSALS

The citizens of Winnipeg have bafore them
proposals for the estabiizhment hers of a
large slaughteriog and cold storage ocstablish-
ment, with the objact of engagiug in the
shipment of dressed mesats. and we presame
also, of slagaghtering for the local trade.
The principal cansoof interest in this matter
is the fuct that the promoters ask for a large
amount of assistance from the city in the
way of & bopus, as well as a further large
oxpenditure on the part of the city, in the
interest of tho said ipdustry, which could
not be considered as a dircet bonus.

Whife tho importanca of the proposed
industry is fully reahzed, tho general im-

pression seems to be against tho proposed

large civic exponditures by way of assistance
to the indnstry,

The Commercial has for many years advo-
cated the establishmeat of & lurge slaughter-
ing industry hore, with the object of rhip.
ning dressed meats and doing a packing
business. Tho advantages which Winnipeg
pregesies as a coutre for such an industry,
ara unsurrassed by any point either iu the
Waestern Statesor in the Cauadian West, Our
export trade 1n live stock has now grown
to considernbla proportions, Winnipeg is
the natural point for feedir g and sorting over
avimals for shipment, All sive steck ship-
ped east is handled over in the pards hers,
before the truins are made up for shipment
castward,  Animals sometimes sustaia
injuries which render them unfit for ship.
ment, but not such a3 to injare them for the
local markec. Every load cominy in ooa-
taing some animsals which it would not bas
desirable to ship, cunsequently even for the
live stock export trade alone, an abattoir and
packing business here would prove a valn.
ablo adjunet,

The expertation of dressed meat instead of
shipping live stock, has been vigoror:sly advo.
cated of late years by’ different persons.
From the humanitarian point of view it
cartainly has everything in its favor, while
the cost of exporting dressed meat, as come
pared with live stock, would be vastly in favor
of the dressed meat trade. Tho only ques-
tioa seom3 to bo a3 regards the demand for
chilled or vefrigerated meats in Groat
Britain, It isclaimed by some that thers is
such a strong prejudice there against meats
of this class, that it cannot ba made profit-
abla to export fresh meats to British mar-
kets. Other persons who have studied ths
matter, claim that by the adoption of certain
methods ip introducing tha trade in British
markets, this prejudice could be overcome.
The Commercial has long been an advocate
of the dressed wmeat trade, and we still be.
heve that sconer or later the shipment of

. dressed meats will largely supplant the export

hve stock trade,
Aunnther matter which The Commercial

I has advncated fur sume years, quite 1ndepens

dent of the dressed mept trade. is the
establishment of a public abattoir in Wipni«
peg. Weo have advocated this meinly from
sanitary motivea At present slaughter
houses are scattered about the outskirts of
the city. These small local slaughter houses
bave nut proper facilities, such as sewerage
connections ete., to ensure their cleanliness
and healthfalness. Another important point
i the inspection of meats for local consump-
tion. The Commercial has reason to beliave
that animals have been slaughterel and sold
wbich were not fit far food. What we have
advocated on several occasions in the past, is
a public absttwir, where all slaughtering
should be done, under proper supervision as
to inspection, ote. Under such s system
animals conld be inspected by a civio official,
aud spything unfit for food would be rejected.
Tho animals can be examined and inspected
to batter advantage than after slsughtering
apd dressing for market.

In contection with the recent proposals to
establish a large slaughbtering houss here,
The Commercial hss alieady on many



