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THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

SECLLAR EDUCATION,

An Answer to Arguments in its
Support.

SPEECH BY MR. PELLETIER.

In the course of an address to his
constituents in Dorchester County
recently, Mr. Pelletier, Provincial
Scerctary in the Government of the
Provinee of Quebec, spoke as follows
concermng the question of secular
eduention :

1 lave no hesitation in saying,
ventlemen, that between the system of
Protestant schools and neutral schools,
both being bad, the Protestant school
is 3ot to be preferred to the neutral
schools, from many points of view. In
a Urotestant  school principles are
taucht tothe clnldren which Catholics
do not admit.  In the neutral school
the cinld is made an atheist, and he is
brougiht up in ignorance of God and of
all thosc religious principles which
shoulld be inculcated into the minds
of the souns in order to prepare them
for the Lattle of hife. In the Pro-
testant sel:onl the children are taught
what we Catholics believe to be errors,
but they teach at least that there
exists a God whom all should adore
and to whom all should pray. The
child 12 led into error in the manner
of practismy thus belief 1n God, that
lie wr she is directed towards altars
before which, in our opinion, they
shoald kneel, but they are taught at
l-ast that tieir heart and their intel-
ligence shouid regulate their existence,
m vew of a future and immortal life.
At cach day thes should bow the head
uteder the  beneficent nflucnce of
prayer. because faith and prayer are
the two grand qualities of man. In
the neutral sehool, where all religion
1= banished, doubt, scepticism, and
ineredulity are prepared, and a popala
tien grows up without religion, which
12 the greatest of all evils, In the
Protestant school cbildren are taught
that the truths of their religion are
nat applicable as we understand them,
but the parents can perhaps counter-
Lalaner these theories reccived at
school and correct the errors which
may Lave taken root. In the neutral
schael it a8 taught to the child who
has prayed at home that prayer is not
necessary.  Leligious education for
the clild is the accessory and neces
sary comple ment afinstruction. There-
fare in the neatral school this principle
i< reversed, or it is rendered inapplic.
able. It has been asked why not speak
of rehigion 1, children in their fanuly,
and speak to them of other things
their <chocls ¥ and 10 this has been
added that Common schools could be
vstablishivd for all creeds.  Thisis im-
possible for many reasons, and 1 will
here ndicate some of them.

I consider it as Utopian, as caplinus
for certatn perzons as 1t would be dan-
gerans for athers who ace clearly i this
theory of nentral schools a pretended
abpeet of harmony and of good under-
stauding. What 18 the ncutral school »
The neutral school 1s what the profes-
sors, the teachers, and the books em-
ployed makeit. In a province orin
a section where the wmasjority is Prot-
estant, the teachers in a neutral school
would be Proiestant. Do you believe,
therefore, that cven in a school which
is proclaimed neutral, or common, the
ideas of the professor and the manier
of expressing them woald not have an
effect upon the mind and intelligence
of the child ? The seed would be sown
impercopibly.  The line of demarea
tion between what the professor is
held to say and what l;eki:mr'ully
traching being impercepti im.
posaible 10 trace, it wonld be in vain
for the Catholic minority to complain
an perceiving it.  In van the Catho.
lics would sy 0 to the Protestant
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majority in such a school that the
professor made allusions which wound-
ed our feclings, which would wound
our conscience, and which are errone.
ous for our children. 1o vou think
that in tlus case the Protestant ma-
jority would hasten to dismiss the
teacher against whomn such complaints
were miade?  In s word this Utopia,
neutral schools, would be a farce 1f 1t
was not an infamy.

On the other haud, 15 it possible. is
it practicable, in every case to limit
the religious sducation of a child to
the home circle ? Is it suflicient for
the child to knecl before its mother
and recite the prayer 1t has lcarned,
or is it sutficient for the child to sing
its religious bymn upon awakening ?
Is this all the place religion should
vccupy 1n the young hfe» But, it is
said, 15 it not possible that after Lours
of class the religious cducation of the
child be given at home? The hours
of labor for the clnld are limited.
When the child has been absorbed
during all this part of the dsy which
18 given over to labor by strange
studies, should this fecble being, who
has need for growth and development,
fest and recreation, be obliged on
leaving the godless school to sacrifice
his necessary and legitimate recreation
for a caurse of religious instruction ?
Has the mother always sufficient
knowledge to gnve the child this cousse
of religious instruction, not being en-
dowed for the work. and frequently
ignorant of what it is neeessary to
know in order to play the sacred role
of teacher”  And if the mother is in
capable and indifferent, or if God iias
called her home, leaving to the fasher
a task which for lum is even more
difficult then for the absent one, if
this father, broken down under the
labors of the day, is necessarily in-
capable of filling the role of teacher,
if he bas not the means to psy same
one to replace him, what, then, will
become of all these children? What
will the generation be that grows up
under these conditions ?
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VALUABLE PREMIUM OFFER

We are mow in a position to offer to our subsoribars

“A History of Our 0w Times,”

From the Acocession of Queen Victoria to the (ieneral Eloction of 1880,

By JUSTIN McCARTHY, M.P.,

With an Introdu.tion and Su
Gladstone's resignation

lementary Chapter, bringing the work down to Mr.
the Premiership (March, 1584), with a Nuw Index

Addition to tho Survey of tho Literature of the Reign,
By G. MERCER ADAMNM.

In two volumes, handsomely bound in Cloth and stamped in gilt,

The Catnoric RecisTER for one yearand History of Qur
Own Times, in two vols., 1,550 pages, for $3.00, mailed to

any address.

The retail price of the book alone is $2.25.

‘This work by the leader of the Irish Parhamentary Party is one of the most
successful and widely known books of the century.  Send in ‘your orders.
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Theoriginal French Coea Wine,
most popularly used tonic stun
ulant 1 Hospitals, Public and
Religious Iustitutions cvery
where.  Nourishes, Fortifies,
Refreshies, Strengthens the en
tire System t most Agrecable,
Effective and Lasting Revova
tor of the Vital Forces.

Every test, strictly on its
own mernits, wiil prove its ex-
ceptional reputation.
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CHOICEST OLD WINES

LAWREXNCE A. WILSON
& Co., Sole Agents in Canada
for Gold Lack Sce Chawpague,

THE NMARKETS,

Tonorzte, March 6, 1595,
Wheat, white, perbash. ....90 6§ $0 G4}

Wheat, red, pec bash.. ... .. 06813 0GI
Wheat, goose, per bush..... 060 000
Ouata, per dush ............ 038 038}
Hatley, perbash. ... ....... 04x 048
Barley food, per bushel. ..... 000 O4S
Turkeys, perlb. ... .........010 O1}
Dresssd toge, percwt. ..... 550 € 00
Zhickens, por pair....... e 080 065
Gome, perlb........... e 007 00
Duoks, per peir. ............ 060 00
Ratder, in pouad rolls....... 0ls 0
(}E, tesh, perdox ........ 025 02

ws, perbag .. ......... 07 0 83
Ternips, per bag........... .02 0
Petatoss, per bag. «......... 0680 065
Deans, per peck ....... csess 00 060
Hocts, per bag......... ceesss 055 060
Carrote, per beg ... ... . 03 040
Faremips, per bag . .. 050 000
Apple, per bbl............. 175 100
Hay, timothy ...... vessess 1200 14 GO
Stiaw, shea!................ T 5 30

AT TME CATTLX YARDS.

The following were tas prices at the
Westera cattle yards %0 day :
Batchers' ehoics, picked, por

.......... cesescese 300 IO

Batcherw', cholos, percwt.. 275 300

wediam, * .. 2% 300

Bells and mixed, ¢, 278 333

Milk cows, por head....... 2300 40 00
CALYVES,

For head, good %o cheice.... 400 7 @

. common ..... vees 20 400

" ooy, ‘x”l::“.; o 003}

Betchern® sheep, por lb...

Lambs, cheivs, por pouad.. 0 04 0 04}
noux,

ml.-, pecwt(of care) 430 335

fat .c.'.i............ 415 429

”‘" 9% 090900y ‘w ‘ “

h.o..!“.'.....l..'.. ,8 ,.
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Canasdian bank chrgue for an aneunt rqual 10 ten
mml of the totAl value of the artndes terdened
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