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MISCELLANEOUS.

THE TRAVELLER.

Itis customary for a travoller on 2 lengthened
journey, (¢ pause on the summit of a TIIRg
ground: act only that he 4nay breathe a httle
morn freelv: Lut also that he may contemplate
more at le sure the landseaps spreed beueath
him, end c-wpare its sppentance when viewed
from a distence, with that which it gresented as
de passed v g, He ofien finds that sucha re-

Ttrospect sheds an entively new aspect on the
scenc.  Tu» rougher points in the Jandscape
have besownn softened by distance; the bresks i
the path hive disappeared; the httlo spots of
verdure whi b only gleddened the eye at mter-
vals as he ascended, have now become united;
and that, which scemned a rugged and unfertile
acclivity, hes hecome & gentle snd o vardant
tlope. Tarning next to the road which be bas
to pursue, he sees the same snuling appearunce

~ before him; but, warned by experience, Lie ants-

-

There is no period at which the retrospect in
question ean with more propriety be made, than
at the commencement of a now year; end [ am
not without a hope that I shall prevail en many
of the readers of thic Magazine to pause over
the paper which 1 am now writing; and (o ook
back on the way threugh which their Heavenly
Father has niready led them  May they expe
rience the aids of his Holy Spint, to enable them
to profit by the review!

Life, my young friends, is at best but a che-
quered scene; and it would display nn small igno
rance of the dealings of God with his people,
were [ to conclude that the sun of prosperity has
shone with unvarying brilliancy on the past lives
of you all. Ifit has done so in any case, give
Gad thanks; but ¢¢ rejnice with trembling.”? It
is no proof that the Almighty Governor of the
universe loves you better than the rest of his
family, because he is pleased to srmoile upon all
your undertukings. He may be trying you with
prosperity, as he tries others with aflliction; and
as the mun whose path lies along the ridge of a
mountain, ts mara exposed to pesil than he whe
traverses the valley beneath, so your situation in
relation {o spintual th'ngs is more dangerous
than thot of your less fortuniate neighbours
¢ Be not ligh minded 7’ therefore, ¢ but fear;”
and he ready, when yoursky shall be avercast.
ta ssy, * W1 ¢ have received good ot the hand of
Gud, and shall we not uleo receive evil?”?

But it inny be, wy young friends, that your
path of lle has been clouded; and uot clouded
merely, but bese! with snarcs and thorns
Again I sny, pive God thanks. The troubles
you have met wuh (in so far ¢s they hasve not
arisen from your ow R imprudence or folly) have
been meunt by your Creslor to convince you
]lhat this 13 nat your rest; and are equally caleu
ylated to cull forth the expressicn of your grati-

ipaies the ccurrence of sinilar Tough features tude, ss the greatest temporal prosperity could
in the landscepe; similar rugged and bancn!hnvo been.  * In the world ve shall have tribu
tracks df country; aud, though the termawion)lution,” said our blessed Lotd to his disciples;
of his journcy secms at nu great distance, hej*tbut be of good cheer; 1 have overcome the
expects to tnect with many difficullies and dis-{world.”” W ¢ are thus taught that tribulation is
couragements hefore he reaches it, one part of that discipline by which our Divine
It would be well ifthe traveller on the journey | Master prepares lus people for the mansions of
of lle were aceasionally to mnke a similar pnuse; eternal bliss. Ilence it is our duty, when visited
-nd, winle he looked back with pious grattude by affliction, to bow with pious resignation o
w0 the more pleasing scencs of his course, tojthe Divine will; and to pray that the gracious
rknowledge with humble thankfulness even the (purpose for which we are afficted may be ful6ill
-hastemings he has reccived, knowing that,ied. Such a frame of mind would enable us 1o
“whom the Lord loveth Le chastencth,” and trace, in cvery painful dispensation, a new token

‘hat thovgh ¢ nn chastening for the preseat
<emeth ta be jovous but grievous, nevertheless
_fterward it vield=th the peaceable frnt of righte-
susness untn them whe are exercised thereby,”
Such a retrospect would enable the Christian
raveller, at least, tolook forward wah pioun
hope, and confidence, aud resigunation, to that
portion of his earthly pilgrimpge which is yet to
come; and he would resume his journey with
he sweet confidence expressed by the Psalmist:
' Surely, gondness aud mercy shall follow me
It the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the
~use of the Lord for ever.”

iof our Heavenly Father’s watchful care over our

couls; while, from knowing and believing that
“he doth unt afflict willingly, nor grieve the
children of men,” we shall be prepared to wait
the issue with humble c¢onfidence that we shall
vet hiave csuse to sing of ** mercy,” as well a3
of +¢ judgment ??

It is very true, my dear readers, that the
youthful spnit, accustomed to anticipate nothing
but sunshine in the journey of life, is excecdingly
apt to despand when the clouds begin to gather,
and dangers and difficulties beset his path. But
let the ycuth 20 situsted seek refuge in prayer;

and he will find in that exercisc the peace and
tho succour which he stonds in need of, and
which he will not elsewhere find.  Let the sons
aud the davghters of pleasure, when one source
of caithly enjoyment fails them, turn thewm to anoe
ther. But letthe youthful Christian, under such
circumstances, turn to his Saviour; and, taught
by even his own limited expericnce that ¢ man
13 born unto troubic as the sparks (y upward,”
lot him fix his aflectiona on that world where
tecuble is unknown,  Nor Jet lim imagine for a
moment that he will be less capablo of enjoying
the present scene, beeause his beart is set upon
heavenly things. They, who thiuk so, have
yetto learn what true religionis. For as the
traveller, who knows that the termination of his
journey isto be prosperous, isat once less dis-
posed to fret becausc of its inconveniences, and
more ready to relish its dehigints, thun he who
knows not what is to befall lnm at 1ts clese,—s0
the Chostian who feels that his eternal all is
safo, enioys much niore happiness 2ud peace,
cven in vinshife, than the caieless and tie pro-
fane.  Sotrue s it, jthat *¢ godhiness is profita.
ble nnta all things, having the promise of the life
that now is and of that which 1ste come.”

And now, my voung {riends, to turp to that
portion of the juurney of hie which 1s yet before
you, over it there hangs a cloud alke urpede-
trable to your cyes and mine.  ‘The sum tatal of
man's acquaintance with that wlich awaits hira
in the present world is comprised in these cwn-
phatic words of Solemen, * theu hnowest not
what a day may bring forth.”  Ged, in his on-
speakable goodress, has concealed from our
view the pleasures and the pains which he pur-
poses ‘to tingle with our future lot upon carth,
well knowing 1hat the enticipation of temporal
happiness and i sery would equally unfit us for
the improvement of the present heur. ‘This how-
ever, we do huow, that ¢ Jesus Christ is the
same jesterdny, «ad to-doy, und for ever ;” and
of this also v e arc assured that “*all things work
together for good to them that love God—to
them wha are the called according to his pur-
pose.” Let the consideration of these things
stimulate all of us, atthe cammencement of a
new year, to renew our vous to be the Lord’s §
and to cnter on thus new poruor. of our earthly
pilgrimage with anabsted confidence in s cver
watchful Providence. It may be that, before
the close of this opening year, some who rtead
these remarks may be summoned fo * go the
way of ali the earth ;" the eye which now spar-
kles with the light of intellizence, may be closed
in death ; the cheek which wow glows with the
blush of modesty, may be mouldering 1n the
tomb ; and the heart which now throbs with ge-
nerous emolion, may be mingled with the cluds
af the valley. How soothing in the anticipation .
of such an event, 18 the assurance given us by
the Apostle : ¢ Nevertheless the fuundation of
God standeth sure, having this seal, the Lord
knoweth them that are hts I And how sweet
is the intimationgiven us by the Aposile’s Jord

and ours, thay *“ iu his Fathei’s house are many
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