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I have, during the past two months, made use of
a method which may be regarded as a modification
of Sakharof’s, and which does away with the
necessity both of test-tubes and the preparation of
media before they are actually needed for use.

I employ hard-boiled eggs, from which a part of
the shell is removed with ordinary forceps, after
being tapped so as to break it. In this way shell
and shell-membrane can readily be peeled off from
one extremity (by selecting the narrow extremity
the air-chamber is avoided), leaving a smooth,
glistening, moist surface, which offers a most tempt-
ing spot for making cultures. These are made, as
in the case of serum, by touching the diphtheritic
exudation with a sterilized needle and drawing the
latter lightly from three to six times across the ex-
posed white of the egg. Instead of the regulation
platinum needle mounted in a glass rod, I employ
either an ordinary needle or a bit of silver suture-
wire held in an artery forceps. To guard the cul-
ture against contamination the egg has only to be
placed upside down in a common egg-cup; it can
afterward be wrapped in paper and transported, if
necessary. The interior of the cup can be sterilized,
if desired, by allowing a flame to enter it for a
second or two, though I have not found this neces-
sary, as the nutrient surface does not come in contact
with the inside of the cup. The egg and shell are,
of course, both sterilized by the act of boiling.

Five minutes’ boiling suffices, and if the opera-
tion has to be done ““ while you wait,”” the egg can
be cooled in a still shorter time by placing it in
cold water. Strict attention to aseptic details is




