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INDICATE MASS MEETING.

AN IMMENSE AUDIENCE PRESENT.

The Wealth and Intelligence of the
City Present,

Telling Speeches by Messrs Blake
and Laurier,

Great Enthusiasm Over Them.

Condemnatory Resolutions Passed.

RECEPTION OF THE HON. MESSHS. BLAXE ANU LAURIER,

Thismorning we vive onr readers 4 com-
plete report of the able addeesses made by
the Hons., Fdward Blahe and W, Laurier at
the mass-mecting, held at the Queen’s Hall
on Thursday evenne,  No comment
uecessary, the whole barcain has been made
clear and inteliigible, and it only now rests
with the clectors to do their duty to their
country, and see that their representatives
i Parliament fulfil theirs.  On the plat-
form  were  Rev  Canon  Ellegoode
Rev A J Bray, Hon D A Macdonald, ex-
Lieut-Governor of - Ontavio, Hon Messrs
Thibeaudean. Meronw, Watts, Laflamme,
ex-Minister o1 lustice, Ald Nelson,
Grenier.  Kennedy,  Mooney, Fairbairn,
Proctor, Gireene, Laurent, Gilman, Hagar,
Messrs Edward Holton, a1 I*, Dr Christie
(Lachute), A F  Mclutyre  (Ottawa),
John Crawford, W S Simpson, H Beaugrand
J Stewart, Sidney Fisher, N W 'renholme
H Sanfield Macdonald (Coiuwall), Heetor
McKenzic, J Geoffrion, Q ', Loms Perrault,
Ovide Perrault, Dr Destosicrs W Clenden-
ning, A Perry, H Mackay, ©d  Mackay,
Hon John Hamilton, A r Poirier, Jno
Johuston, J Doutre, Q €. Clias Alexander,
E McLenagn, J N Greenshields, J C Mea
Corkill. Hy Joseph, Hy Lvman, J Robillard,
D Barry, F Darling, I' 1 McNamee, Tuos
Waorkman, H Paton, I' Walferstan Thomas,
JJ MeLaren, Q ¢ C R Black, J Fortin, J
Ralston. C'W Senllon, I© A Labourvean and
uthers,

HECEPTION HON. MESSHS. HLAKE AND LAURIER,

The Hon. Edward Blake, M P leader ot
Her Majesty's Loyal Opposition, and the
Hon. Wilfred Lanvier arrived in town ves-
tevday at one o'clook trom Ottawa, by the
Q. M, 0O.4& O Railway.  The hon. gentle-
wen were raet at the Mile-End Station by
ome of the leading gentlemen of the Libe-
ral party in the city. Among others present
were Hono B Lutlaommie, 00 McLaren, € I
Black, J 8 McLavghiim, A Perry. Henry Ly-
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man. T Cramp. Hou DA Macdonald,
ex-Lieatenant  Governcr of  Ontario: )
J Watts. M P ' N W Trenholme
» \ | ehomrean i | o David

Mesars, Blake and Lancier atter being wel-
comed by the ventlemen present, at once
drove to the Windeor Hotel where they
were received by Meo Edward Holton, M.P,
W5 Walker, and other \s Inncheon
was in readiness the party st onee repaived
to the repast L0 pm, 500
ur ol citizens of al! «had ot polities as-
cbled in the larce corridor of the Wind-
or for the purpose of zieeting the Hon

Mesars, Blahe and  Lavtier. and hearing
read the addresses ot <overal Reform
Clubs of the iy Arnone those present
we noticed  Masa b Mobaren, W 8
Walker. A Perry. 1 Lviaan 0 ) Arnton, ) S
McLaughlin, Alex Walker, Ald Nelson, J
Horne, Mr Thow o« Co lWaiker, London: Dr

Chaistie, Lachute W I
wond: MW

Wats. MPP, Drum-
Trevhol 0 ¢ MeCorkill,

| M Greenghicld lames Stewart,
< R Black, I' Meniyv, Ed Holton, M P, Hugh
Moekay, Heotor Munioe 18 A Lebonrvean
I Fortin. W Weir My Wells. A E Poirier,

Mo Mr Latlamuace, Hou My
Feemblay, H Beansrand
O David, L S Perranlt

Mercier. MW
Mr Robidons, L
1. Forget ) Ralston,

“1'n geant qul triomohe en mordant In

poussiere."

It is for this reason that we welcome you
ttinmphantly, certain that the time iz not
far distant when, under the shadow of your
victorious banner, the Liberal party will
safely lead our great country to a glovions
fature
A E Pomigr,

President

Montreal, 6th January, 1851.

Mr. A. Favreau then presented the fol-
lowing address from the Clul Letellier
To the Hon. Edward Elale, Chief of the Op-

position in the House or Commons :

St —The members of the Club Letellier,
preferring vour patronage to that of the
Conservative party which has produced
nothing but poverty and rnin among the
working classes, unite with the friends of
the Liberal party to celebrate your arrival.

The name of the great man whom we
have chosen for a patron shows clearly
what our political convictions are : economy,
justice, progress, liberty, autonomy of the
provinces iz the programme that we wish
to defend and to make victorions in follow-
ing the glorivns tlag of reform which von
bear so valiantly.

We will fight bravely under your wise
command, confident that victory waits to
crown our eflorts for the good of onr
country

(Signed)

A. Faviear,
President

Montreal, January 6th, i881.

Mr. J. N. Greenshields afterwards read
the address from the Montreal Youny Men's
Reform Association, which was s jol-
lows:

7o the Hon. Edward Blake, M 1" -

Sik,—The Young Men's Reform Associa-
tion of Montreal heartily welcome you and
vour esteemed colleague, the Hon. M
Laurier, on this the occasion of vour first
visit to Montreal as leader ot the liberal
party.

We recognize in you, as in yout honoured
predecessor, that high integritv and ad-
herence to principle and to the best inter-
ests of the country, which have always
characterized the past leaders of Refornm in
this as in the Mother Land.

Under such leadership and with such
principles, we confidently hop: and helieve
that the Government of Canada will in the
near future be established on its proper
basis and be administered by men actunted
by principle and conviction, and not by
mere temporary expedients.

We feel satisfied that the reception you
will meet with to-night from the citizens of
Montreal will convince you of their sym-
pathy with yvou in your contest against the
attempt to impose upon the country—the
greatest act of injustice and the most inde-
fensible monopoly ever sought to be pressed
through Parliament by the present Govern-
ment

Signed on behalf of Y. M. R. Ass,
J. N. Greexsnierns, Chairman.
JoC MeCorgive, Secretary

Montreal, Gth Jannary, 185
The Hon. Mr. Blake replied as follows

Contlemen of the Reform Club, the Cluh Na-
tionale, the Letellier Club. anl the Young
Men's Retorm Club -

I am sure | need hardly say to vou that
I teel deeply grateful for the mode in which
von have thought tit to honour me on this
the first oceasion on which I Lave visited
Montreal since my assnmption of the very
heavy responsibility of leading  the Liberal
partyand when vou add to these marks of
courtesy ana distinction the very and, 1
must say, altogether too tattering words
vou have used, I feel that all 1 can say is
that | wish I could feel myself descrving of
fhiew We have experienced, as von say —
amd there is no use blinking at the fact—
cousiderable reverses.  One of the first con-
ditho 1= of success in the fatare is the recog-
nition of that fact, and a recognition of
duties which it hmposes upon ns—the
re-establishment of our organization, the
renewal of our aspirations, the rvevival of
impulges which shall lead us o victory
at the carliest occasion at which we are
able to solicit the popular suftrage There
i8 1o use in attempting 2 political battle,
any more than a battle or. the fields of war,
of n mob against a disciplined host ; and
those who compete against forces which
have on their side all the power, influen ¢
and  patronage o the  Government, have
all the more necegsity. in the antervals
which are to clapse between the general
elections. to discipline  their forees pertect
Ahen organization, and to take pains, by
thowe unpaid eftorts in the public good, 1o
sompensate o thooe disadvantag s in an
appeal to the people vnder which ihey must

C W Seallon HT ¢ 1* " H Rov, R
Chartrand. and oy ot Fuanctually
on time Moo | ved Laniier were
presented  to the depatation by My A
Perry, and woere recenved with lond cheers
and the greatest entierem by the asseom
Wy, O silenee bene vestorea Mo N Teen
holme came torward and voad the tollowing
address teom the Montied Petorm Associa
tion -
T the I td ‘ /1 ]
fre.d Laur .

GENTLLME b Retorm Association of !
Montreai extend t a hearty welcome to
this city on the present asion. Th

incerely congratulate vou on the abl and
yahinllf" manuer in which vou with the
mall band of Refonmers in Palinment here
on the all-important maticr of the Paciti
Hailway Contract, detended the vital in ,

terests of the people et the wesaults o
the men to whom untortunately thew an
terests wore, 1o moment ol populdar de
ladon, for a tiw mumitted They o
cerely Lopn that your eflorts, having, as
they bolieve the support of the great ma-

jority of the Canadian peoplh will prove
uecesstul in preventing the passage of the
proposed  measu by dony the right
ot the present Palinment 1o pas the
weasure, on which the people o Canada
Pttt pronounce, und
ent Parhintaent were not §
clected to pa hey Lol prounder by far
of their leader and of the present attitnde
i position of the Lilx ral paty defeated
i few in numbes e the House. as a con-

hove had no ot
which the pr

equence ftheir retnal o sacrifice con-
victions and the commmon wellare, than we
could pos iy dooat thar aetention ot
power by resortin toth

pohioy and means
W power owe l
Lehiet that the

ty which the present men
their position. Tt s .
people of this connting will upon the first
opportunity attorded thom o do so ina
constitutional way e BELLE manner ac-
kunowledge the pread they made
September, 15780 and declure that the
National honour el interests are not sate
i the hands of those now u oftice, who,
clor the second time an e 1ew have

ol

vears

petraved the preat  trust committyd  to
thew

On behall ot the Assoction

NOW O T sHor v
Vice-President

Mic A B Pomer et ad the addrees o
the Club Nationale as tollows
T the Hon. FA. Blake 1 e

o the Ho of Cummn

S —="The Clule Nationales of Monteeal

Leartily approving the deas vou represent

wishes vou welcome

In spite of roveros suil
the Liberal party we (o not despair of sue
g8 in A near tuture | ' Iocan sasy ol

we Hon Edward tlake, to borrow the

Apression of the poct that hea Hiho the

necessarily labovt, 1 orejoice to krow, and
3o have this prool, that  ihe  piin-
ciples of veform and  progress e aers

recognized. and that 8o large anasseinblage
as this has met together to give, as 1 hava

dd taneable proof that the cause of reform
i< et dead. but is alive, to show that it is
abicat, towa this time torward, to proceed in
trnmphant progress.  (Load  applause.)

Vo have reterred, inoone of  these ad-

dicewes, to these general |-A|utq-|~'n npon
which we wt You have referved to
coonomy, justice,  progress oand Liberty
Phese are noble words o they  represent
weas in which we do not claim s mone

poly s tor it occasionatly happens that those
who ate opposed to us do stray aato the
prth i which we onrselves seek to walk

bt these excurstons of theirs are rare, and
Loosoom s possibile they et anto the other
pathe broader perhaps but not leading in

i vl direction and -t us s
given only the howour and provilege
wl psin thit mor arduous
aned todlsome. bt highor path o which |
hoave aeferred We are bound o vealize

hore ideas, and this particular occasion |
ot which, | think vou will agree with me,
cive toconsion for the exercise of several ot
thoee virtues, and 1o the practical exhibi-
tion of those panciplos to which you have
poterred, of the exercise of the great vidtue
and necessity to this conntey, of coonomy in
the conduct ot ats public aftairs . 1or the
excrcise in reference to the tuture orf this
conntiy, of a wise provision of liberal insti-
tutions, not cunped, controlled and fetter-
el tor w gencmtion to come, e prnciples
e which there has been no attempt, that 1
Lnow of in the world hu o cramp
the progress of the Yo have
veterred to these let us tuke les-
son by them Lot s vemember the causes
toowhich they were due Let us eliminate,
v tar as possible, those canses, and, above
and beyond all things, et us not under
cetimate the duty which every vitizen of
this country owes to himselt and to his
country in the intervals between the zeneral
clections. the duty ot a continued  living
Pitetest o the current aftairs, the duty of
tudyvinge and torming matared opinions on
the course of afta s we they pass, and exer-
crang s legitimate antluence upon those

Uatherto by twith whom he comes e contact, with a

view to perstading them to e of his own
opiions and to wd ns taas he can, i
keeping his party and s paty leaders
vight by a feank and frec expression of

ero of antiguity

opinion during the recess to pertecting. as

I have said, their organization, and giving
up some little time and sacrificing some
little convenience to the great end of secur-
ing for onr country a better Government
and a better policy than that under which
it now labours. (Cheers.) You have re-
ferred to me in too flattering words in your
allusion to the hero of antiquity who
trinmphed when he touched the ground.
We believe that we shall triumph when
we touch the ground. (Cheers.) We want to
make that excursion and to elicit public
opinion upon the question whether our
arguments or those of our adversaries will
succeed. 1 agree with you, that the ques-
tion before the people is of surprising im-
portance, not merely in view of the magni-
tude of the interests involved, but also in
view of the novelty of those interests, and
in view of the irreversible character of the
arrangements which it is proposed to con-
summate by the existing Parliament, certain
ly not ¢lected to deal in any such sort with
any such question as this., We are now
engaged in a great struggle and we hope to
influence Parliament to some extent by the
exhibition of the opinions of the people
themselves. But whatever measure of hope
we may have on that subject, however faint
and flickering that hope may be, the path of
duty is plain and clear.  The path of duty
for us, who are in Parliament, is to
exhibit, in every  point  of view,
and by every illustration and argument
which we can bring forward, what we be-
lieve to be the defects and ill consequences
of this unfortunate plan. 'I'he path ot duty
for you is also plain and clear. It isto
master this topic, to exert your influence
upon it, to do your best while yet there is
time—and, gentlemen, there is but little
time —to do vour best to foster public
opinion here, and the opinions of those who
represent vour side, in the  direction in
which vou think they ought to go. Then
we who in Parliament represent your opin-
ions, and yon outside of Parliament are
acting upon these opinions, will have, at
any rate, the consolation of knowing that
whatever is the result of the struggle, we
bave done all that lies in our power to avert
what we believe will be most fatal to the
fmture intevests of Canada.  We can  fairly
adeif we shall fail in that efiort, the suf-
frages of the people to be accorded to us
and not o those who shall, I do not hesi-
tate to cavat, bave utterly betrayed the
trnst reposed in them if they sanction the
contract  which now on the table
of the  Legislature.  (Prolonged  cheers.)

Hoxo Mu Laviier, in his reply. thanked
the Liberals of Montreal for the hearty re-
ception they had accorded the honoured
lewdor of the party to-day.  The time was
not tu distant when  the Hon. Edward
Blake would lead the  Reform party to
victory (Cheers) For himself he was
only a soldicr in the ranks, but a true one
to Lis leader and was ready to fight under
Liv cnndance for the best interests of their
common country. Parliament was engaged
at present on one of the most important
questions that had ever come before it.
The welfare and the future progress of their
country was in danger,and it was necessary
for everyone who wished his country well
to use all his influence to save it from dis-
aster. He again thanked them for the
welcome accorded .

Hon. Mr. MegrcEr, at the request of re-
peated calls, also briefly spoke, and strong-
ly advised complete orgauization in the
ranks of the party.

There were loud cries for Hon. Mr. La-
flamme. but that gentleman respectfully
declined speaking. A great many of those
present were then introduced to the Hon.
Messrs Blake and Laurier. and, after a few
moments of pleasant  conversation, the
meeting dispersed until the evening

THP MEETING IN THE EVENING.

the Hon. Mr. Tumavoeav opened the
meeting by announcing that 8 o'clock had
arrived and moving that Mr. Henry Lyman
should occupy the Chair, and Mr. H. Beau.
arand shonld act as Secretary

4lr. Lyyax took the Chair amid cries of
« More light"" from those who occupied the
dark recesses of the gallery. The Chair-
man said they would have more light pre.
sently. not only an abundance of intellectua:
light. but of material light. (He bad evi-
dently not obtained his information fiom
the caretaker in the matter of the material
light) The Chairman said that while they
were lettine on the light, he would take
the opportunity of stating the business of
the mecting, and read the announcement
calling the meeting together. He said the de-
monstration of the evening was one of a most
moeniioent character, and had  the Hall
Leon twice o three times the size it would
Fave boen tilled. He took it as an indica-
tion of the public interest manifested
i the  question  now  before the
country MHe would say that the dis-
tinzuished  gentlemen on  the platform
had not beeu invited by any political or-
ganization, the statements of a portion of
the press to gihe contrary notwithstanding.
They bad been invited to address the citi-
zens of Montreal, and had reaponded to
thi< invitation  (Applause ) When it
was known they were coming, a discussion
was invited and the invitation was refused,
and he begged to tell the reason why. It
contrary to the inclination of those

is

wa

who made the invitation. They conclud-
ed  to  invite  these gentlemen to
adidiess  the  citizens and  not to
enter into a discussion, and consequently

the hon gentlemen had not declined s dis-
cission . A diseussion could not be carvied
o satisfactorily, as it would limit the
peakers to only a few minutes. It was not
a party demonstration, for all parties were
invited. and the speakers would address to.
miht gentlemen of
BOTH POLITICAL PARTIES,
He knew that distinguished gentlemen ot
the Conservative persnasion had been invit-
cd to be present, and if they were not there
it was their own fanlt, As regarded him-
selt ke conld not be classed as an opponent
of the Government.  He was a supporter of
the National Policy, and very many there
were of the same persuasion as himself.
Iiut that was no reason why new issnes or
other questions should not be dealt with on
their intrinsic merits
Hon Mr. Laviier said he was prou | to be
present on an ocension like this, when the
Chief of the Liberal party himself was pre-
sent to explain the stand taken by the
party of which he is the leader.  He was
glad to see that the citizens of Montreal
considered this great national enterprise ot
guch importance that they had thought fit
to invite discussion on the subject. 1t was
trae that this is n National enterprise, but
one the chief benefit of which will be felt
commer inlly in Montreal, and, therefore, it
was to the interest of Montreal to watch the
carrying out of this important undertaking
The presence here of the hon, leader of the
Liberal party—who has & name n ot un-
kuown in this country's history or to the
people ot this city (applause)in connection
with that of L. Lafoutaine and Robt. Bald-
win—ought to assure you, gentlemen, that
the party which he represents has only
at heart the welfare of the nation and the

national  honour in opposing as  they
do the passing of an  Act,
the  disastrons  effect  of  which  to

our conntry is uppnrﬂﬁ The Liberal
party is the one which has Wen at the head
of every reform in this eountry. It has
always fought against every endeavour on
the part of the Conservativcegto manacle and
bind the liberties of the péfle. (Cheers.)
When the Grand ‘I'runk Iway was the
question we opposed the measures sought
to be adopted by the Conservatives, but they
being the most powerful overruled us, and
you all know that the cost of the Grand
Trunk to the people in the hands of the
Conservative (tovernment was four times
more than it onght to have cost. Whenever
the Conservative party have undertaken any
step of reform, it has always resulted in a
loss to the public. He was glad to give to the
Conservative party the credit (if credit it is)
of being the initiators of the Canada Paci-
fic Railway, a project the result of whichin
their hands will entail on the people a much
greater loss than anything hitherto under-
taken by them, unless, indeed, something
is done to prevent the carrving into effect
the measures proposed by them. They say
that the Liberals ar.  always ob-
structing any enterprise indertaken by
the Conservative party ; © 1 deny that The
Liberal party has never been opposed to the
construction of this great enterprise, but it
has firmly declared its antagonism to the
policy adopted by the Conscrvatives in the
carrying out of that prowect (Great ap-
plause.) The Conservatives want to build
this road all at once, the Liberals wish to
do so gradually. They tell us that the Ca-
nada Pacific Railway is necessary for the
peopling of the country. This is an axiom
too obvious to argue, but if this is necessary
to increase the population, it is not neces-
sary in order to build suftidient railway to
faciliate the mweans of bringing people to
the  North-West  that  an  immense
track  of needless  raiiroad at  an
enormous cost  should be built through a
country where there are no inhabitants and
perhaps never will be for years to come.
(Cheers.) In the United Siates when they
built their first Pacitic Railway they had
one of the finest countries perhaps in the
world, at the end of their road, namely, the
State of California, possessing then a well-
to-do population of 500,000, fave we, after
going over this great stretch of uninhabited
waste proposed by the present contract, a
California at t.e other ¢nd that would
warrant us in spending millions  upon
millions of public mon'y in order to
reach it? There are only 1,000 inhabitauts
in British C'olumbia, which represents our
California. The policy proposed by the
Liberal party is to build tLis road gradual-
ly, link by link, in a measuie as we need and
can afford it, but this policy is objected to
by the Government ; and, instead, they go
to work and make a contract. the terms of
which are kept dark to the public, and only
made known a few hours 'efore it was in-
tended to become law. A contract wherein
the most sacrcd rights of every citizen in
this Dominion are sacrificed without the peo-
ple having had a word to sa; on the matter ;
a project. were it passed. which would go
down to our descendants carrying on the
face of it the disgrace of our nation. (Loud
applause.)  The price we woe to pay under
this contract which the Syndicate get and
the people are obliged to puy. will amount
to, in the smallest figures

SEVENTY

The Government therein  oblige  them.
selves to bnild what are acknowledged the
most difficult sections ot the road. Then
they make a present to the Syndicate of
the whole road. Why not retain the road
after having to pay for the construction of
it” It must be of gome commercial value.
It it is not worth anything why build it?
At one time thers was a (uestion about
McGreevy taking over the Q M, O & O,
Railway which cost such immense sums,
the receipts whereof are only sufficient to
pay the administration of it, and nothing
remaining to apply on the interest of the
money horrowed for its construction ; sup-
pose the Government of the Province had
handed that over to McGreevy would
there not have been a nghteous indigna-
tion exhibited throughout the whole
Province ” and this is just what the Gov-
ernment want to do witu the C. P. R. He
hoped there were Conservatives present ; he
wauted to ask them  can they approve in
in their conscience of this arrangement ?
Let everybody,be he Liberal ot Conservative,
examine this question with impartiality,
setting aside all prejudicial feclings, calmly
reflect over the matter—and he was con-
vinced that there was not one with any pre-
tensions to national feelings, who will not
say at heart, though perhaps not with their
lips, that this arrangement entered into with
the Syndicate is a pnblic crime for which the
Dominion of Canada is iiable. (Great ap-
plause, and cries of ¢ Hear, hear'”)  One
obligation in this contract 18 that of a
gift of
TWENTY FIVE MILLION ACRES

of land to be chosen amongst the most fer-
tile of our North-West Territory. We speak
of millions as if it was hundreds, without
having a due conception of what we say.
He saw a simple calculation made with
regard to these 25.000,000 of acres ; it was
this, if these 25,000,000 ncres were put in
one line, one after the other, the number of
miles they would extend in length would
be 8o great that had Christopher Columbus
commencedat one end at the same time he
commenced his journey to discover this
land, and travelled every day up to the pre.
sent he would not yet have arrived at the
other extremity of this stretch ot acres!
(Cheers and laughter.) Then the Syndi-
cate are to be exempt rom taxes forever.
Their road will costjthem nothing; they own
all the land of any value aronnd the road ;
they are the only means whereby the farm-
ers and people of the Noith-West can ship
their goods or do their traftic ;. they will
charge exorbitant prices for carriage, and
will regulate their profits  so as to leave
the people merely in a position to exist and
no more, and the effect thereof will be dis-
aster to  mnot only the North-West,
but to the whole courtry in the future;
and when it becomes uneudurable then will
the people rise and will determine, at any
cost, to remove this monopoly created by
their fathers, and not ouly the North-West
would sufler but the wiole Dominion, and
this would be the retritution tor the public
crime now about to be committed.  (Loud
applause.)  We would have another vepeti-
tion of what is at presont taking place in
Ireland . (Great checring) It 18 more
casy to creato obstacies than to remove
them, and it is impossible to predict how
long and how mucl revolution would
be required ere this obstacle would be
removed, and, therefors, the only thing we
have to do is to unite onr energies, declare
our views, and, by every means possible,
prevent the passing of an Act that will
place an obstacle in the way of our pros-
perity, that will descend as o stain upon
our national honour ard to the everlasting
disgrace of the country passing the same.
(Tremendous applaus 1)

The hon. speaker was frequently inter-
rupted, and obliged o stop, by reason of
the enthusiastic applause with which his

MILLION oft1ans

statements were accepted

The Hon. Eowaro Brake, M. P, on rising
to address the meeting was received with
loud and prolonged cheering, the andience
standing and waving hats and handker.
chiefs. He said .—I esteem it no slight
good fortune, Mr. Chairman, and gentle-
men of Montreal, that it should have fallen
to my lot, on the first occasion on which |
have been permitted to address tie peojle
of this great city, to be allowed to speak to
them on a subject surpassing, as is admitted
by every one, any of the subjects which
have come before the people of Canada,
since the era of Confederation, in interest
and in importance. It is one of the draw-
backs to that good fortune, that this subw
ject iuvolves 50 many and so complicated
details that it is impossible to deal with it,
even in a cursory manner, within the
limits during which I can be allowed to oc-
cupy your attention ; but I shall endcavonr,
without further preface, to give vou a sum-
mary of these views which the Liberal
party hold with referenee to the question.

This question, as | have stated. is
admittedly the most important that
has ever engaged our attention since

our new era, for, in addition to these cle-
ments of magnitude and importance, 1t pos-
sesses also elements of very great novelty,
matters which are quite new, and it involyes
arrangements in their nature irreversible,
which shall for generations to come impress
their mark and imprint, and which shall
also for generations make their mark npon
the
HISTORY OF THE NORTH-WEST,

and of Canada at large ; and 1 say that a
question of this kind. in the present ad-
vanced development of the principle of
popular government, deserves at least to be
treated by the people and by Parliament
with a due recognition of its principle. In
matters of much minor consequence, not
novel and involving details with which the
people have not been familiarized, such an
opportunity has been given. | recognize
as highly as anybody the great advantages
of the principle of Representative Govern-
ment. I recognize as fully as anybody can
the importance of giving weight to the de-
cisions of a freely-chosen  Parliament,
but I recognize also the impor-
tance to maintain the great and glorious
privileges we possess of an enlightened
people exercising an influence during the
itervals of a general election upon the de-
liberations of Parliament which it, in tact,
creates.  That duty is not done when upon
one day you have, from Halifax to Van-
couver, polled your voteg, but yon have the
power of influeacing the deliberations, the
decisions and the votes of Parliament, and it
is your due to have some time for considera-
tion and for diseussing a question which
will produce the same results as this. With
this view I object, and [ protest, in the
name of popular government, against the
mode in which this question has  been
attempted to be carried.  First of all we
were told, in this very city, only a mile ot
two from this very place where T am now
speaking to you, inthe month of Au_ust
last. that this contract had been made, and

MADE A CONPRACT FIRM

which wonld carry whether Parliament  sat
in November or February, by which the
Pacitic Railway would be constructed with-
out cost to the people of this country. Yon
tearned afterwards. by the series of nego-
ciations protracted over many weeks that
this statement was, to =ay  the least

premature, and the contract was ultimately
announced to be made towards the end ot
the month of October, but its true tenor and
effect were not made knowun to von [t was
consistent with the respect duc to Parlin-
ment  that  wmisleading  annonn cment

ghould be made known to the people. bt it
was not consistent with the respect due to
Parliament that the tevthe should be made
known to the people
that $25.000.000 and 25,000,000 of a

to be the cost of the Pacific Nuilwo

nothing was made known as ¢ the
grants of cxemptions and its conseque
and cffects.  Then later on it was wu-
nounced that Parliament was 1o be called
and it was annonnecd that the contract was
to be ratified and

PASSED INTO LAW BFFORE

Then we were told
was
bt
ther

CHRISTMA

It was announced that Paliament  houald
git from day to day, to the exclusion <1 21}
other business, for the purpose of accom-
plishing that result.  That result has not
as vet heen accomplished, but the period of
that discussion  feom  day to dav s
now very near, and it has  been
announced that all other business i« to '
put upon one side from Friday, o that
there will not be time for thonght or retlecs
tion, nor time for allowing the influcnce of
the popular opinion to react upon their re-
presentatives before they come {o a con-
clusion, and we are to depart, in this viil
and important matter, from the orlivuy
course of deliberation, but are to deal with
it with the utmost expedition. I protest
against this as a departure from the general
principle to which 1 have adverted. |
protest against it as a serious infringement
of your rights, and I maintain that dealing
with a question of such magnitnde and im-
portance as this, dealing with a question
which involves, as 1 will show you, pre-
sently, contrary to the formal and declared
policy, in which both parties united before

THE LAST GENERAL FLECTION

the expenditure of  S60.000,000 ot your
money for the construction ot the Canadian

Pacitic  Baillway —dealing  with a  qgues
tion which involves the  granting  of
privileges and  exemptions  of a most

oppressive character. and both novel and
hitherto unknown. | maintain that it
would have been more in accordance with
the spirit of popular government that the
people should have Leen given an oppor-
tunity of pronouncing at the polls upon
such a question, before it was decided by
Parliament  (Loud applause ) 1 maintain
also that the ordinary opportunity which
the people have of influencing the opinions
of their representatives should not have
been curtailed as the Government  propose
to curtail it, and. | say, that the people can
justly decline to conceive  themse Ives
bound by the transactions of a Parliament,
whom they did uot clect to deal with this
question after this fashion at all. | say
that both parties before the general elec

tion were anited upon the basis of the agree
ment of 1876 that the work should Iy
carried on as not to increase

0

THE PRESENT RATE 0F TANATION

1 say. also, that the scheme now  proposed
will, if it be carried out, violate tunda-
mentally that agrecment, in that it will in
crease the weight of taxation that von will
have to bear, and that, therefore, there
ought to be time  for full digenssion upon

the question, before a final and  almost
irreversible  decision  has  been  arniy
ed at Ly the present Parlinment,

Moreover, it is one of the principles of fre-
government that no such monstrous mea-
sure as this should be passed without a full
disclosure of all the facts, and the produce

tion of all the documents, which are essen- | antee for auteiesd
tial to the formation of a jedgment with | vons
respect to all the particulars of the matter | upon whed!
before the Parliament should bo called upon apidly or not—bat call ies2o000.000 ~they

to ratify it. In every contract which is
proposed to be adopted there are several
offers: only one man gets the contract, but
as a4 matter of conrse, the documents are
brought down ; they are laid before yon
and yowr representatives to give the means
of determining whether the Government
have acted wisely and justly in the matter,
But in this wansaction, because it is large,
and 50 absolutely essential that all the
facts should be before yon, it is especially
essential that the docaments shonld be pro.
duced. Yet you are to be
EXCLUDED FROM THESE MEANS

ol forming a judgment, which you have i
an oidinary contract, hecause, forsooth,

might  homiliate  certain - capitalists
who dildl not  succeed  in their un-
dertaking, by making  their names
known  to the  public We were

refused the papers as to any other offers
that were made  we were refused the details
of the contract that was made in England ;
we were refused all of the information that
would enable us to judge of those propo-
sals and which, in the ordinary course,
would have been laid before as: all these
we were refused, and vou have beon refus-
ed.  Itis for you to say whether that refnsal
was justifiable. 1 do not intend to enter—
though [ may, at some future time, enter—
into any bistory of those negotiations that
took place in England, bt [ believe, from
what T have heard, that an interesting
chapter conld have been written on the
public affairs of this country had the papers
which we demanded, and were entitled to
receive,  been laid  upon  the  table
(Applanse.) Now, there are few men now
fonnd to declarve that the bargain

MADE WITH ERITISH COLUMEIA

Wis other than an improvident bargain. or
to assert that it is one that can equitably be
carried into execution | those who formerly
supported that bargain, which has been the
source of all our difficultics, admit that the
difficulties in caryving it out are more oner-
ous than they had expected. 1t was agreed
that the Pacitic Railway should be construct-
ed within ten vears, and vet eight vea

afterwards a resolution was | in 1
lianient that it would be premature to s
lect even the terminus. You can't beg
build a railway  till vou  know
begin, vet they azreed to begin the ro
two vears trom the date of the bargain, and
vet cight vears atterwards they said they
had not suflicient information to enable
them to judee where to begine This bar=
gain—this monstrons bargain—-has  beca
the source of all the dittienlties that have
been bronght upon vou.  Now, the Liberal
party is acensed of inconsistency, becanse,
whilst it had agreed to the resolution that
the road shonld be so constructed as not to

ssod

increase the then existing rate of taxation,
they were false to that resolution in that
they proposed

AN INC W OTHE TARIFF

There is a simple explanation of that point
The rate of taxation which was not to be
increased was the rate of 1871 Jetween

then and 1574 there was a considerable re-
duction in the rate of taxation. An increase
of the rate  of taxation Wi made
in 1875 but  the  increase  proposed
was enly one thirtv-sixth above the rate ot
1871 The result was that there was a sen-
sible, bmt not a large increase in the rate,
but that songible aderease wias mo for tie
purposes of the Pacitic Railway, but to
meet the  obligations of  the Dominion,
And the Liberal party thonght it incxpe.
dient to enter into avy negotiations, or
make any arrangements wherehy the taxa.

tion of 1571 should b inn
tell vonu that three witlions were added to
the taxation. Th iallacy ot
that proposition is shown by what | have
said as to the vear upon which its basis was
to be taken.  There was, in faci only =00,
000 of taxation raised over that Jate. and
therefore it is vidienlons 1o arcue there were
£1,000.000 raised over th rates of 1871,
Now, as | have <aid, both partics united in
v resolution that the road should be

cd Bat they

oustion

con-

stracted as not to increase the
BURDEN OF THE TAXATION
ot the peo; whilst we adbeied to the de-
termination not to give up the work, but t
do it ’ hat the  burdens ot the
1 b increased Look
fens. Im 1871 debt was

s sums that

'Xh-'

O, which inclnded

ken over  fron various
provin Last  ve it had increas.
ed, including the Pacitic Railway
expenditure, to $147,000,000. It we leave
ont 217,000000 ot that for the Pac ific ex-
penditure,we tnd a total de {2130,000,000,
which s an increase of 10000, an in-

crease of some twoothirds in these few

vears,  That is an increase of the burdens
which are laid wpon vour shoulders, and
which vou all foel ot two-thirds at the ond

this 120,000,000 I8 ¢X.
Vaoe dadlway expenditure,
ated that has to be added. For the work that
has been done, and the work now in hand,
the costin cash will be 860,000,000, which
will be an increase of very nearly one-half
of vour National Debt as it stood last vear,
Sothat itis proposed to make yvour debt
sluo. 000,000, and including  the cost of the
canals and other things that will be required
it will be 8200000 000 before you get to the
end of the work Just consider that for an
instant, and whether vou think it porne
dent for a conntey just emerging from

of six vears
cinsive of the

A PERIOD OF GREAT DEPRESSION
You will have to bear the burden of the
extra taxation which will have to be im.
posed to meet the payment for the interest
upon  that, =0 that in 4 com-
mercial point ol VIeW,  vou o are
serionsly  burdened How  stands  the
case Your taxation  bha increased

42 per cent. since 1871 and it is proposed
now to increase the rat -+ by about half as
much again, and Lask if that proposal com-
mends itselt to the minds of business men.
Thus, vou see that this weight of taxation
has been imposed upon you through the act
of the Conservative Government, who made
such o bargain as that of which 1 have spo-
ken  Now, Fdont myselt attach a great
deal of importance to the question of the
relative merits of this and former proposels
tor the construction of this rallway. My own
opinion is that, as practical, sensible busi
ness men. we should take this proposal on
its merits, and look upon it as it stands, and
consider whether it is suitable for the conn.
try to accept inits present condition, whe
ther it is a it and proper bargain to be
made, and at the same time compare it with
the Liberal proposal There is

A CERTAIN FESENTIAL DIFFERENCE

between this proposal and any of the former
ohe AL foimer proposals for the con-
tenction of the railway, including the Allan
contract, with its grant of thirty millions,
wid the Macionzie Aot with its proposed

S10.000 4 mile which wonld have made
some  twentv-seven llions, indepen-
{ dent ot ome  sum for  th guar
the amount of which

ould not vale becanse it depended

the lunds were taken up

—_ - —
all contained one provision which does nct
appear in this. Now, this $30,000,000 is
positively a’very large sum ; if you had it in
the Province of Quebec, you could pay oft
vour debt and have $15,000,000 to spare,
which would represent a very neet surplus
income after the paywment of yow
charges.  This proposal makes a total
amount of $60,000,000. Sir Charles Tupper
says these figures are too great ; he makes
the cost $53,000,000, s0 1 will give you the
same figures.  The surveys have cost about
$3,120,000 ; there are the telographs, $500,-
600 more, and  some sundries, which makc
up abont $5,500,000, which you have paid
hitherto,  The work that is to be done by
the Government, according to

IHE ESTIMATE OF LAST YEAR,
will cost about $31,250,000. To that you
add the $35,500,000, so you have $26,750,000
in works,spentand to be spent. Add to that
the $25,000,000 in cash, and yon get a total
of 861,750,000, exclusive of the in-
terest - yvou have already paid soine
$2000000  interest on the cost of
the work already. But Sir Charles
Tupper estimates that these works will
now be done for $28,000,000, and taking it
that way it would make the amount $38 -
500,000, exclusive of the interest, and $60,-
500,000 with the interest, so that my state-
ment a8 to the cost in money and work
being 360,000,600 is proved. Then the
Syndicate gets all the benefit of this money
which thie country pays. The money is
paid by the country - it comes out of your
pockets: it is not money that can be got
back again 5o that we will take the costat
260,000,000 "This proposal differs from all
former proposals a3 to the land grants. One
of the former proposals was to grant 50,-
000,000 acres of land, but we may fairly say
that this is wmore onerous to the country
than the other. In this way ; a dollar is the

same a- another dollar, but one acre of
land is

OFTENTIMES A8 GOOD AS 100
actes somewhere else You canuot gage

the value of the acres of land that are to be
given unless vou know what the condition
of the land and what is the situation of the

particular acres you propose to cede. Now
as to the situation ot the lands. The 25,-

000,000 of acres are to be chosen on the line
of the railway as far as the land will go,
within 24 miles, however far that may be.
The residue, and it will be a very large
residue, which caunot be found within
twentv-four miles of the line, are to be
taken wherever the Company please to
seleet them in the fortile belt or alternate
blocks. They are to be handed over to
them just where they please to poimt out
They may be the mineral lands, the coal
lauds of the North-West ; they may go to
any of the most valuable parts ; any oasis in
the mwidst of an infertile track and take the
large vesidue, select the blocks within the
tertile belt anywhere they please of the
best lands, atter they have taken what there
15 ithin the twenty-four miles of the rail-
wiy.  Now, [ think. it is fair and reason-
able for us to know what that land is worth
before we make a barzain, so that we may
estimate the value of the lands that are to
be granted.  Now
WHAT WAS THE PRINCIPLE

which the Government laid down some
time ago as to the value of the lands ? They
lardat down as o reasonable principle that
the nearer to the railway the more valuable
and the more distant the less. They made,
nearly two years ago, an estimate of value
based npon that principle. They made a sur-
veyotdie land extending along that long line
across the country, and laid out the fertile
belt in alternate blocks of five miles. They
take the value of those lands nearest the
railway 25, the next at $4, the next at $3,
whilst that which was beyond the 50 miles
was taken as only being worth $1. That
was the zoneral scheme brought down in

the Honse as tothe yelative value of the
lands. Now, then, they get 25,000,000 of
acres of lands in alternate blocks between

the fertile belt up to Jasper, within the 24
miles limit. and, adopting this valuation,
there would be, perhaps, five miles of the
laud. five, perhaps, at 84, five at $2,
and more at the lower prices. You may
tale abont 2113 peracre as the average
value of the

)

ALTERNATL BLOCKS TO BE TAKEN

i the 24 mile limit. That is not the way
I am coing to show that these lands ought
to be valued. I say that the value should
be made higher : but [ am taking the valua-
tion that was put by the Government of
the  average lands But, it you say
that they are to go aside from the
line, I answer that they are not, unless it
pleases the If it is profitable for them
to go elsewhere, then they will build the
branch railways, and 1 helieve that they
will, bocause the more fertile land will be
there,  Cheretore, 1 think it would not be
nntair to put a higher average valae u,
the dand, and to take it at $4.04 an acre, in-
stead of 33,18, Now the furmer proposal to
give 50,000,000 ot acres of land did not
make these conditions. 1 think [ have
proved that the 25,000,000 of acres close to
the railway is worth perhaps twice as much
as 25,000,000 of acres ontside.  So that, ir-
respective ol
Tk ol

Biaur SELECTION,

you bare an infinitely  greater value thau
in the tormar propesal.  In this arrange-
ment the Syndicate gets what they call the
inside track, the ontside track being left to

the conntry (Langhter  and applause.)
But  that is  not alll nor  nearly
all, with reference to the  lands. The

proposals of the Act of 1874 were that the
land to be taken along the line wes
to Le of fair average quality, but it was to
be determined by the Government and not
by the Svndicate, whether it was of fait
averaze quality.  They were to take land of
fair average quality, and if you ask for a
definition of that, well, T can't define it
more plainly than to say that fair average
means a fair average. It was to be a fais
average all over the line from Winnipeg to
the Pacific, but as to that vou may remem;
ber this o you have to pay $100,000 a year
to British Colnmbia for the handsome con-
dition that the Provincial Government was
to place o much land in our hands for the
vallway the same as we give elsewhere, and
it has not been found to be worth  very
much.  The former proposal was that the
Landl, tor the purpose of building  the il
wiy. was to be taken all over the line, o1

PAIR AVERAGE QUALITY,

bt the present proposal is not to take
woacie in British Columbia,  Why ? Be
catsedtis too profitable a country  for
the Government to give sway to the

Syudicate. They preserve it as an heritage
1ot you and your children, whilst the Syn-
dicate have to be content with the fertile
belt (Langhter)  Let us think of this a
little,  The report of Mr. Marcus Smith,
the acting engineer of the road in 18794
declares that of the 615 miles of the east-
ern part of the road, 513 are loﬂl“_\' ot
for settlement - that there are only about 92
that are fit for arable or pasture lands, a
circumstance which you will admit, serious-

Iy allects the faiv average quality of the



