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gcnnison's history

1)0 inijiei'footly cnolosoil, iiml sli^Iitly priit(>ctoil : nnd it liooomrs noccssarv

ti) sot the youth ti> iiticml tlii' citih' (hnin^- the ihiy, iiiid drive them to

tiiu cumtl-t, or t'ciu'ed yirds, at ni,i:lit. Tliis ])ositioii of tiie.-c two do-

set'ilitions oriniiJ, tlio I'uhivated ami the waste, reiuU'rs the pooide there

residinir, oi|ually a jiastoral jiiul an a^iiiuHiiral coiiiiiiuiiity. All th(^

cultivated lands, that is, those l>nMi;:ht under irri;;-ation, can he allotted

to raising; ceretils and vc>j:et.ihle.s. The Hocks and lienis driven to the

hills in sunnner, and led upon the plains in -winter, will furnish one
lialf the provisions ri'i|uired to sustain the population that can he aeeoiii-

ii.odateil on the rnhivated lielt between tl.i' pastures. The soil, in its

niiuoral eouiposition. is of the niost fertile description, having; been
formed out ol'disinii'iirateil leliUpathie rocks of tiie summits, and mixed
Avilh thedeliris and deeoin]i(ised limestones from the lower iiltitudes. As
many as sixty Im-^lu'ls of wheat are usually ;rro\iii to the acre, tind when
strict re;:ard has liccn ]iaid to wateriiiu; the crops, a greater yield has
lieuii 'j,iven. iind. in (Uie instiinee, a heudred and eii;hty fold was reaped
troni the drillitii; (d' (>ne bushel upon three acres; ;iiid the iivcra^ie of
susteiianci^ from root cim]is is more alaiitdant still, 'i'he potato j;'niws

luxuriantly, and of a delightful i|uality, tind the siii^ar-ueot attains to

an (Mioruiiiiis si/.e. from \v !iich ;rood molasses is miinni'aetured; iind tho

atteni)it will soon be ntade to extract suj.var from the same, to supplj' th(;

douiands ol' the market.

ill order to cstiinati^ the probable anuaint of population which can veil
be sustained in the territory, we may safely rely on an e(|uivaleiit of two
tliousaiid ]Hainds f Ihuir to the acre of the jilowed lands, and. draw-
jiie; the meat ]iart of the ration, or one half, from the herds fed elsewhere,

there eoiild lu' feil fiair tluaistmd persons on the sc(uare mile. !^ueli si

density of inhabitants it can hardly be sup]iosed will ever be attained

there : bur. iiiodiljed by the ]u'euliar circuinstances of the ease, and social

character of the iiei>ple. and <ii\in:r a far less auioiiiit to the mile, we may
i-alculate that the territory of ! tah will niaiiitain, with ease, a million of

iidiabitaiits. Stretehine; southward Ironi the point we have been iio-

lieiii^r. unl passinj^' over th(> rim of iheiireal liasin intoa cottoii-j;r(iwin;^

region, and where it is coiileniplated to try the su;;ar-caiie; havinj;

aliiindant iron mines evi'ry where in its whole extent, and inexhaustilile

bi'ds ol' coal in the (ire l!i\er Uasiii— with hill ]iastiires. the linest in

the world for sheep and wocd raisin;^—with water-jiower for manufactures
I 11 every eniisideralile stream—there are eleiuents for a e-rcat and power-
ful niouiittiin nation; and the jiart siudi a force could play toward those

on cither siile is not an insi^nilicant one lor our consideration.

Tlnn'o are three salt lakes in Central ('tali; the p;reatest of them sur-

loiinded with romantic seenory, and iine.'-ti'd with interest bv many a
legend anion;;- the early disco\erers aiel mountain trappers, 'i he water
is perfectly s.iturated witli salt, tind so dense thtit persons lloat, corklike,

•n its waves, or stand suspended with ease, with the shoulders exp<i;-cd

above the surface.

The shores of its bays in siimnier are lined with the skeletons and
larva- of insects, and the fi-w lish that venture too far frcjiii the mouths of
the rivei-s; and tiiese form banks that I'ester and ierment, emiltinj; yul-

I'lnirous e-,-ivi.,. oil'eiisive to the smell, but not suppiwed deluterii.us to

health; and the>e. ol'teii dispersed by storms, are at last thrown far upi

llip beach to dry into hard cakes of various dimensions, on -which horses
.-an tnivel without breikiii'/ them throu.^h; tlio underside l.ioiug moist.


