
not interfere with her own claim. She has, in fact, extended this more than

six degrees further south ; and to this the United States, who had acquired all

the rights of Spain, liave assented by a solemn treaty. Whatever might be the

boundary acquiesced in by Spain, it was not Russia which recognised the claim

of Spain ; it was Spain which recognised that her claim was not unlimited. And,

let it be also observed, that, since Spain still claimed as far north as the sixty-

first degree of north latitude, (the southern limit of the Russian factories when
first visited by Spanish navigators,) the United States, if they believed the Span-

ish rights absolute and exclusive, ought not to have ceded to Russia a country

extending more than six degrees of latitude along the shores of the PaciBc.

Great Britaia contested the exclusive claim of Spain from the year 1778, the

date of Cook's tliird voyage ; and he was the first British navigator that had for

more than two centuries appeared on those coasts. This doctrine she has main-

tained ever since. She did not resist the exclusive claim of Spain by virtue of

the Nootka convention, but prior to it. It was on that ground that she imperi-

ously demanded indemnity and restoration for the property and factory of one of

her subjects, which had been forcibly taken by the Spanish Government. She
even ilireatened war-; and the Nootka convention was the result of those trans-

actions. Whatever construction may at this time be given to that instrument, it

is certain at least that Spain by it conceded a portion of the absolute and sover-

eign right she iiad till then asserted ; that she yielded the right of trade with the

natives on all that part of the coast lying north of her actual settlements; and
that, by suffering the ultimate right of sovereignty to remain in abeyance, she

made that pretension questionable which she hud contended could not be called

in question.

With respect to the United States, without recurring to former negotiations

which were not attended with any result, it is sufficient to advert to the conven-

tion between them and Great Britain of the year 1818, concluded prior to the

date of the treaty by which they acquired the claims of Spain to the territory

north of the 42d degree of north latitude.

The United States at that time distinctly claimed in their own right and inde-

pendent of the Spanish claims, that the boundary along the 49th parallel, which
liad been agreed on as that between them and Great Britain from the Lake of the

Woods to the Stony Mountains, should be extended to the Pacific. To this di-

vision of the territory Great Britain would not accede ; and the provision for a

joint occupancy duringthcnext ensuing years was substituted. A clause was
inserted that the agreement should not be taken to affect the claims of any other

Power or State to any part of the country West of the Stony Mountains. This
provision clearly referred to the claims of Russia and Spain. The northern and
southern boundaries of the country, which the two contracting parties might
claim, were left undetined; Great Britain probably thought herself bound by the

Nootka convention to respect the Spanish claims to the extent provided by that

instrument; the United States could not but recognise those derived from discov-

ery, with which they were at that time but imperfactly acquainted, since their

own claims wpre ir. a great degree derived from a similar source. But the con-
vention decisively proves that the United States did not acquiesce in the anti-

quated claim of Spain to the absolute and exclusive sovereignty of the whole
country ; since, if they had recognised that prior claim to the whole, they could
have had none whatever to any portion of it.

It is therefore undeniable that the assertion of the Spanish claim of absolute

sovereignty cannot be sustained by a presumed acquiescence on the part of the

only nations which now claim the country. It may perhaps be said that their

opposition came too late, and that they neglected too long to protest against the

Spanish pretension on the Pacific. No stress will be laid on Drake's voyage^


