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now nrrivcMJ, ho bcfjan to break to his wiff, oji hi^J return home in liiu

cv«ninj^, tiic solctnn intolli^i^nrscn orHiipornafmiil visions and voicvs with

which lio was fuvoiucd in hiu ruliremcnt. ('adij.ih, as mrjjht bo cxj)cc-

t3<l, was at first incrc'lulouH; Sho trciUed his visions as the drcuin» of

a disturbed iiniiyination, oras the; dolnsioiis of tho devil.* iMohammcd,
how over, pornistcd in a.s.suring hor of tho reality of these communica-
lioii", and rising still higher in his deniantfs upon her credulity, at

Iciigtli repeated a passage ivhich ho adirnied to be a part oi' a <livino

ivvi'lalion, recently conveyed to him by tho ministry of tho angel Ga-
biiol. The momorai)lc night on which this visit wa.s mado by the hear-

only messenger is railed the *' night of Al Kadr," or the night of tho

ilivinc decree, and is gror.fly celebratcnl, as it was the same night on
wiiicli the entire Koiian* descended from the seventh to the lowest heav-

en, to be thence revealed by (Tubricl in successive portions as occasion
might rc«piirc. The Koran has a whole chapter (i<;votcd to tho oom-
meinoration of this event, entitled Al Kadr. It is as follows : ** In the

Dame of the most merciful (jiod. Verily, wo sent down the Koran in

the night of VI Kadr. And what shall make thee understand how ex-
oollent the night of Al Kadr is? I'his niglit is belter than a thousand
month.-?. Therein do the angels descend, and tho spirit (iabriel also,

liy tjie permission of their Lord, with his decrees concerning every mat-
ter. It is peace until tho rising of tho moru." On this favoured night,

between t!ic 23d and <21th oi Ramadan, accortiing to tho prophet, the

I'.ngel appeared to him, fii glorious form, to communicate the happy ti-

dings of his mission. The light issuing from his body, if tho apostlc-

tlect may be believed, was too dazzling for mortal cycu to behold ; ho
tainted under tho splendour; nor was it till Gabriel had assumed a hii-

man form, that he could venture to approach or look upon him. The
imgel then cried aloud, "O MonAMMED, tuoh aut the apostle of
(tod, and I A^i THK ANoF,;. Gabrikl !" " Rcud !' continued the an-
gel; tho prophet declared that ha was imable to read. "Head !'' Ga-
briel again exclaimed, " read, in tho name of thy Lord, wiio hath crea-

ted all things ; who hath created man of con-ealed blood. Read, by
[thy most beneficent Lord, who hath taught the use of the pen ; who
tcacheth man that which he knoweth not." The prophet, who profess-

ed hitherto to have been illiterate, then read the joyful tidings respect-

ing his ministry on earth, when the angel, having accompiislied his mis-
sion, majestically ascended to heaven, and disappeared from his view.

When the story of this surprising interview with a celestial visitant was
[related to Cadijah in connexion with the passage repeated, her unbe-
lief, as tradition avers, was wholly overcome, and not only so, but she
[was wrought by it into a kind of ecstacy ,declaring, " By Him in whoso
mds her soul was, that she trusted her husband would indeed one day
lecome the prophtt of his nation." In fhn height of her Joy sho iinme-

* Thia is the accoant given by Prideaux. Sale, however, says, " I do not mmsm*
ler to hatto read in any Eastern author, thai CHdiJab ever rejected h^r hiiaband'i pre-

tences as delusions, or suspected him of any imposture.' '—Prelim. Disc. p. 58. note.
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