
ANNUAL MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. 9

in a more

ly concern

ill the acts

al nature,

me volume

',e. And I

bject, and,

sir wisdom

osed.

isurrection

ry moans of

of existing

insurgent

)n of parts

nt. There

States may

citizens of

'onstituting

[red million

cbellion, to

in tlie dis-

3d to estab-

ice in such

I any doubt

st and right

he pressure

powers of

and there-

that a plan

oh parts of

! control of

giance and

be a per-

ase as soon

uld be pro-

the govern-

ason of the

war. It is as much the duty of government to render prompt justice

against itself, in favor of citizens, as it is to administer the same, be-

tween private individuals. The investigation and adjudication of

claims, in their nature belong to tlie judicial department ; besides it

iri apparent that the attention of Congress, will be more than usually

engaged, for some time to come, with great national (piostions. It

was intended, by the organization of the court of claims, mainly to

remove this branch of business from the halls of Congress ; but while

the court has proved to be an elfective, and valuable means of inves-

tigation, it in groat degree fails to effect the object of its creation,

for want of power to make its judgments final.

Fully aware of the delicacy, not to say the danger, of the subject,

I commend to your careful consideration whether this power of making

judgments final, may not properly bo given to the court, reserving

the right of appeal on questions of law to the Supreme Court, with

such other provisions as experience may have shown to be necessary.

I ask attention to the report of the Postmaster General, the follow-

ing being a summary statement of the condition of the department:

The revenue from all sources during the fiscal year ending June

30, 1861, including the annual permanent appropriation of seven

hundred thousand dollars for the transportation of "free mail matter,"

was nine million forty-nine thousand two hundred and ninety-six

dollars and forty cents, being about two per cent, less than the reve-

nue for 1860.

The expenditures were thirteen million six hundred and six

thousand seven hundred and fifty-nine dollars and eleven cents,

showing a decrease of more than eight per cent, as compared with

those of the previous year, and leaving an excess of expenditure over

the revenue for the last fiscal year of four million five hundred and

fifty-seven thousand four hundred and sixty-two dollars and seventy-

one cents.

The gross revenue for the year ending June 30, 1863, is estimated

at an increase of four per cent, on that of 1861, making eight million

six hundred and eighty-three thousand dollars, to which should be

added the earnings of the department in carrying free matter, viz:

seven hundred thousand dollars, making nine million three hundred

and eighty-three thousand dollars.

The total expenditures for 1863 are estimated at twelve million

five hundred and twent3'-eight thousand dollars, leaving an estimated


