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" In 1832, one of the most ancient and vital privilei^es

of Ciuernsey— tlie rijj^ht uf the inhabitants to be tried in

their own local court— was phiced in |)orii, it beint; assail-

ed by no less a ciiaracter than Li>rd Cliief Justice Teii-

derden, wlio souj^ht to extend the power of tlie writ of

hdheaa corpus to this ishxnd. The history of this event

would occupy much more space tlian we can now devote

to it. Suffice it liere to say, that alter much correspond-

ence on the subject, Mr. Brock and Mr. Charles De
Jersey, the king's procureur, were deputed to London, to

act in conjunction witli the bailiff" and procureur of Jersey

in opposing the measure. Tiie mission was successful, and

the independence of the insular jurisdictions was main-

tained.

"The last occasion on which Mr. Brock went to England

in the service of his native island, was in the year 18;3o,

when the channel islands were menaced with being de-

prived of the privilege of sending their corn into England,

duty free. An idea had obtained ground that this privi-

lege was abused ; and, in consequence, a bill was brought

into parliament to deprive the islands of this important

branch of their trade. Deputies were therefore appointed

by the islands to proceed to London, for the purpose of

advocating their rights, and Mr. Brock was again fixed

on as the representative of Guernsey. Owing to the re-

monstrances of this deputation, a select committee of the

House of Commons was appointed to inquire into the

matter, and the result was that the bill was withdrawn.

So highly were Mr. Brock's services on this occasion

valued by both islands, that the States of Jersey voted

him a piece of plate of the value of £100, whilst the

States of Guernsey voted that portrait which now adorns

the interior of the court-house, and which will afford to

succeeding generations the means of contemplating the

intellectual countenance and venerable form of one wliom

they will ever remember as the firmest friend, and ablest

administrator of his country.
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