
^^^B!^
S^^

A NEW SKY. Ckaf. L

an uncovered icehouse, composed of masses of

accumulated snow several feet in thickness,

and many hundreds of miles both in length,

and breadth.

Now, it is curious to reflect that while every

backwoodsman in America is occupying him-

self, as he thinks, solely for his own interest, in

clearing his location, every tree—which, falling

under his axe, admits a patch of sunshine to

the earth—in an infinitesimal degree softens

and ameliorates the climate of the vast con-

tinent around him ; and yet, as the portion of

cleared land in North America, compared with

that which remains uncleared, has been said

scarcely to exceed that which the seams of a

coat bear to the whole garment, it is evident,

that although the assiduity of the Anglo-Saxon

race has no doubt affected the climate of North

America, the axe is too weak an instrument to

produce any important change. mi^*^wni

But one of the most wonderful character-

istics of Nature is the manner in which she

often, unobservedly, produces great eifects from

causes so minute as to be almost invisible, and

accordingly while the human race—so far as

an alteration of climate is concerned—are
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