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allude to tlio ronipulwry attcnilHiiiii nf cliililrim ut

Sclioiil, lis ri'(|uirrd \>y tli«i luwn uf l'riiKnitt itml novu-

fiil (idler Stiiti'M (if Kiii()|w.

The lU'cviili'iit iiiiprcwiidii 1h, lli.it hiicIi ii lnw \» nr-

liitriir< — i|('ii|iiiti('—iiicoiiHiN'diit with tliu i'i({liti> ut' pa

rents anil tin- lilicitieH of the miliji'it. Hut wimt in

tlii^ |ii'inri|il(! (Ill wliioli iIiIm Uw id I'oiiiiilod '/ Thii

prini.'i|il« in tliii*, tliat uvcry cliiUI in the land liiw u

i'if{lit to HHi'li 111! tidiK 'lion UK will tit liiui to liu HII

liiincKt and uml'iil inuinlier of coiniiiunity,—that if tlio

jiari'iit or guardian rtmnol (iroviilu him with such an

t'diii'ution, Iho Staff it AoiiniHodu so,—and that if tliii

]iiir('iit will not do ho, tho Statu will |irotix:t tlio eliiUl

i'runi Mii'h a iiarcnt'H cnpidity and inliui: .vj, and

tlio Statu will protoi't tho I'oiiiniunity at Uwjrc aK>>i>i!>t

any paruiits (if tlii! torni can bo applied to hui;Ii u

eliai'actei') sendiiiij forth into it, an unediuatud Havagu,

nil idle vagabond, or mi tinprinciplud thief.

The parent or guardian is not iaiilated from all

Hronnd liini,—without mieial relutionn or obligations.

JIo owes duties to his child,—ho owes duties to »o-

cioty. In neglecting to (idiieate, he wrongs his child,

—('joins him to ignorancu, if not to vico,—to a condi-

tioil little abovo that which is occupied by hors'is

Hnd oxen ;—ho also wrongs society, by robbing it of

iin intelligent and useful member, uiid by iimicting

upon it an ignorant or vicious barbarian.

To commit this two-fold wrong is a crime of tho

blackest character, whothor cognizable by human
laws or not : to protect childhoo(l and iiianhood and
society from such vrrongs, is the object of the Prus-

sian law, which requires tho attondanco of every child

from the age of si x to fourteen years, ut some School

—

jiublic or piivpte as the parent may prefer ; and if

the pari'iit is not able to pay for the education of his

cliild tho State provides for it. Tho law therefore

jirotects tho weak and tho defcncoless, against the

strong and tho selfish ; it is founded on tho purest

morality and the noblest potriotism ; and although I

do not advocate tho incorporation of it into a Statute

in this country, I belicvo it to bo the duty of every

parent to act in accordanco with its spirit. With
what a noble race would Canada be peopled forty

years hence, if every eliild from this time henceforth

should receive uigiit years instruction in the |)ractical

arts and duties of life on Christian principles

!

But it is erroneous to suppose that the I'russiau

law on this subject is an ap|iondago of despotism.

It exists in the democratic Cantons of Uepubliean

Switzerland, in a more elevated degree than it does

in I'russia. A. (J. Ksclier, Ksqr., manu'actiircr at

Zurich whose testimony has been quoted in a former

part ot this Report, gives tho following evidenco on

this point, before the I'rivy Council .committee on

Education.

In answer to the question, " In tho I'reo Cantons
" of Switzerland, is the education luilioiial ami coiii-

" pulsory ?" Mr. Kschcr says: "In the Protestant
" Cantons it is entirely so. Ko child can bo euiploy-
" cd in any maniifactnry until he has passed through
" the I'riiiiary Schools ; niid ho is further under the
" obligation of attending the Secondary Schools until

" his .sixteenth or seventeenth year. Aiiil under all

" circumstaneos, and for every employincnt, it is ob-
" ligatory on parents to send their children to tho
" Public Schools until they are absolved from the
" obligation by an examination as to tho efficiency of
" the education."

In the Cantons tho opinion of the people is, in the

largest sense, the law of the land; vet so enlightened

nnd (0 Htroiig is that opinion, that it enact!) Iuw», dh-

forced by tho wiverukl ptuialtiei, neciiring to uvory
child such an education as is suitable to hut intended

eniployincnt in life. The >aiiii' elevulcd piililic (i|iinion

uxini.s ::'!'( ii|H'rat('s in the free Status of tiurniany, iih

well as in despotic Priinsia. I )ii this |>oiiit I will iiiiotu tho

tustimuiiy of uii iiitulligent American- -Intu I rosidunt

of l.e Senate of tho Statu of Musnachusi^tls, and at

present Secretary of the Koard of Education at Hooton

—a iiinii who has done iiiiich to advaiico the iiitcreNt*

of education in his native State, and to whom I

liavu had frequent occnsion to refer. Mr. .Mann says

:

*' A very orronooiis idni ]irevaiU with us, that this

" onforceniPiit of school attondanco is tliu prcnigativo
" of despotism alone. I bdlicvu it is generally su|i-

" posed hero, that such compulsion is not merely iii-

" coni|itttilile with, but impossiblo in, ii free and ulee-

" tive govornment. This is a great error. With the
" exception of Austria, (including Uoliemia,) and
" Prussia, almost all tho other States of (iennany
" have now constitutional (lovcrnmentH. Many of them
" have an Upper and i<owor House of Assembly, like

" our Senate, and IIoiiso of Rnpresentutives. Who-
" over will uttond the Parlianioiit of Saxony, for in-

" stance, will witness as great freedom of debate as
" in any country in tho world ; and no law can be
" passed but by a majority of tho Representatives
" chosen by the people thoniBclvcs. In tho first

" School 1 visited, in Saxony, a lesson ' On Ooverii-
" mc\\t,' in which all tho great privileges secured to

" the Saxon people by their Constitution wore cnli-

" nicrutcd ; and both Teacher and pupils rontrnstcd
" their present free condition with that of some other
" countries, as well us with that of their own ancestors,
" in u H])irit of congratulation and trlunqdi. The
" elective franchise in this and in several of the
" other States of (Jormany, is more generally cn-
" joyed, that is, tho restrictions upon it are less than
'' in some of tho States of our own Union. And yet
'' in Saxony, years after the existence of this Con-
" stiti Jii, and when no law could bo passed without
" the assent of the people's Roprosentatives, in Par-
" liaincnt assembled, a geneial code of School laws
" was enacted, rigorously enforcing, by fines and
" penalties, the attendance of childre.i at School."

5tli. Individual £fortt.^-Thcro is so much in the

very nature of education that is voluntary, both in

its pursuit by an individual, and in its advanccine;:tas

a system, that without efforts beyond those which
should or could be enjoined by statutes, its interests

can bo advanced to but a very limited extent in any
community. It is erroneous to suppose that the high

state of education in Germany is entirely owing to

the provisions of the laws and the exertions of the

Civil Authorities. The spontaneous etforts of indi-

viuuals, and associations have not, to say the least,

boenJess efficient agents in this great work, than the

interforenco of the State; and these private efforts

have on several occasions, been the originators of the

most important laws and measures of Government.
1, is to these i.'fforts that Germany owes its unrivalled

series of .School and educational books—tho existence

and wide circulation of upwards of thirty peiiodical

School publications—and the periodical conferences of

School Inspectors and Teachers in all tho German
States. The intercourse of Teachers and Educators
in all parts of Oorniany, is constant and intimate—to

an extent that can bt scarcely conceived by a stran-

ger. Thus tho iinprovonieiits and views of ouch biv

coino tho property of all—the educational instruc-

tors of the people constitute an extensive and most
influential fraternity, and the whole public mind is

elevated and auiinated to a standard ot sentiment and
])ractico conforaiabio to a high state of national civi-

lization.


