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26 COMPARATIVE VIEW OF

deemed ImperfetEl, what advantages can be derived from their

publication ? "

To this it maybe replied, that confiderable information may be

obtained even from imperfed: accounts, and that many points have,

in effeift, been afcertained, as the reader has already perceived iu-

this Comparative View. We find even Cook himielf anxious to.

procure intelligence from a Ruflian named Ifmailof, from whom
he received a chart of the Ruffian Difcovcries. This chart, how-

ever, was not founded on the obfervations of a fmgle navi-

gator, but feems to have been a compilation from different chartj;

and journals, and, confeq-uently^ extremely erroneous.

Nor does it appear that Ifmailof either poflefled, or had feen^

Krenitzin's chart of the Fox ^flands, which,, according to

the obfervations of the Englifh, is proved, to be the moft ac-

curate reprefentation of the Fox Iflands given by the Ruffians.

The correftion of this erroneous chart from Ifmailof's own
experience, and additional remarks^ muft have been ftill

doubtful. For, as Captain Cook could not fpeak the Ruffian;

language, and as he had no Ruffian interpreter 011 board, the

imperfe£t knowledge of this illiterate man was rendered ftili

more imperfeft by the only mode of communication they could

adopt, that of converfing by figns.. .
•

And yet, under all thefe difadvantages. Cook gained fome in«-

formation relative to the pofition and number of the iflands-

which he had not explored ; an information which he has thought

worthy to be laid before the public.

He particularly informs us, that ** a palTage was marked in

*' Ifmailof s chart, communicating with Eriftol Bay, which.

** covers about fifteen leagues on the coaft, that I had fuppofed

" to belong to the continent, into an ifland diftinguifhed by the

** name of Oonemak. This paflfage might eafily efcapc us, as

7 *' we


