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we had only four membefs to give—six altogether, with Oom-
wall and Niagara—and we could not divide up every county

out of the 92 in Ontario according to population ; but what-

«ver we did, we did in that direction. We had only six

constituencies to add, and we so arranged the matter that if

you look at the population, you will find that wherever a
change was made, it was in the direction of representation by
population. That is the only true principle. A Government
is not l>ound to see that certain counties are Grit and others

Conservative, and arrange them according to their supposed

political proclivities. In 1874, when there was a sweep made
of the Conservative party in consequence of the Pacific slander,

when we had not a corporal's guard, the majority of the con-

stituencies in Ontario were Grit. In 1878, when the

people had come to their senses and restored us to power,

the majority was Conservative. Who, then, is to decide as to

the political proclivities of any constituency) The only

principle is representation by population, and that we carried

out To give a striking illustration of the absurdity of trjring

to lay out constituencies with regard to supposed political

leaning, look at the North-West Twenty, twenty-five, or

even fifty thousand Ontario people may go there this Summer.
When settled we have to divide the territory up into

Townships and Counties. Have they to be laid out according

to the political views of the population 1 If there happens to

be a lot of Grits in one comer, must we consider that ; and so

with Conservatives? The only true principle, I repeat, is

representation by population, and that we have carried out
You know I am what they call a perennial flower ; I am
always in the Government, or nearly always—(laughter)—and
1 happened to be in the Government in 1872 when, according
to our Constitution, we had to readjust the representation.

The census takes place every ten years, 1871, 1881, and 1891,
and so on, and by our Constitution we are obliged to readjust

the Parliamentary representation after the census has been
taken. In 1872 I was Prime Minister, as I am now, and the

duty was thrown on me, not to give four new constituencies

to Ontario, but to give eight new constituencies. I came down
with my plan, as I did last session, and I was abused as a
gerrymanderer, as one who was "hiving" the Grits, as a
corruptionist, and indeed just as I was last session. When I

brought down my scheme last session, Mr. Blake, Mr. Mills,

Mr. Mackenzie, and others rose in the House and stated that

the plan in 1872 was an honest and good one, and they wished
me to stick to it I said that if they would look back at tlmr


