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Mr. HLAKK. With much that the hon. I'rcsi.lent

f the Collin il has naiil. I i(uitea^'iee. I u^iec! with

liiii as to the spirit in which tliis Mouse shoilhl

tipproach tlie ciiiisiileration of tliisijuestion. I agree

V itii him that least of all (piestioiis which can lie

Vrought liefore this ll<iu.He, ought this one to

lissuuKr in any sen.se a pai'ty complexion. I sup-

ose all must have laeii struck liy the oliservation

lailc liy till' lioii. uicmlier fur Lincoln, when he
ave his explanation at the opening of this ileliate,

hat I'xpressioii of regret wiiicli, lie said, he ciilci

aiiieil at his unfortunate piisitiiiii, in that after hav-

ng niaile his speech he was to leave the House anil

Jhas ilisaliled from participating in the delmte which
|hould follow. If that deliate «ere to take the tone

:^'hicli the lion, niemlier for Lincoln iili\ iously con-

fceived, if it wcii'lo pidcecd on the lines he ohviously
liilicatiMl, tlu^ regret of the hon. gentleman would
lave heeii justitied, and the rule to which ht^ gave
lefi'rence by his retirement would have lieen proved
o he an uureasonalilc rule. Iiut, Sir. the regiet

as unfounded and the rule isaueutircly reasonalile

jfi'.lle; I lecausc that vacant chair speaks 11 lore strongly

*;lian the most eloi|Uent language we could hear
|an favor of the uiemlier who is ali.scnl from it.

^t speaks in solciiin tones, and al)]ieals to us in terms
^iioic forcilile than any toiijiue could use as to the

iline which we should take, the tone « i' shouhl
aiilopt, the spirit which should aiiiiiiato us in

Jilisposing of this case. Why is that chair vacant '!

It is vacant because our colleague is, according to

the piinci|>Ics of reason, disabled and disipialitieil

^roui being the jiid, M liis own caii.se. I!ut, then,

$t is a cause in whii'ii ..e are his judges ; anil it is,

herefore, in a judicial ca]»acity, strictly in a judi-

cial capacity, that we have to deal with the
natter, thus I agree wholly with the observations

' of the lion, the I'reside^it of the (^luncil, and
Iso in the phrase dlopjied by the Minister of

Justice at an earlier stage of the debate, that we
re acting here as judges of the oause. Sir, under
he.se circumstances we have no warrant, whatever
may be the latitude, the regrettable latitude, which
e permit to ourselves under other circumstances,

when wo arc present face t;: face ninl nre able, if

attacked, to reply to the attack we have no war-
rant lieri^ anil now, to mingle invective with
reason, to heighten the complexion of the trans-

action by any rhetorical devices, to blink the factu,

to take any other course than, inaspii'it of <'andor,

fair play and impartiality, to endeavor to ascertain
the light and the truth. I agree with the observa-
tion of the hon. the i'resideiit of the Council that
the honor of the whole House is concerned in tho
matter. It is concerned in all such mattt-rs. Tho
honor of the House is in a sense in the iiandsof
every niemberof the House. No course of eoiiduet

discreditable ill the general sense of the eoniinunity
can be pursiuMl by any single member without, to
some extent, at all events, lowering the character of
the assembly of u liich he forms a jiart, and in this

view it is our comnion interest, lis memliers of
I'arlianieiit, that the transaction, whatevei' it may
lie, should not b(! depicted darker than its true
color, and that every reasonable protection should
lie accorded to the man who is accused. On tho
otlu'i' hand. Sir, it is even more clearly the duty
of the House to watch jealously that honor of

which it is the guaidian, and to take care that
it does not become, by any unworthy coiinivanee
in a discreditable transaction, an accomplice after

the fact, mid so degradi' itself to some extent to the
level of those who may be conceriied in such
tran.siictioiis. The situation is, undei these circum-
stances, painful. I agree with the lion, geiitleiuiin

in the view that it 'Uiglit not to be made in any
sense a party (luestion for tho.se reasons which I

have given, and for other rei..'ioiis too ; for reasons
which, taking a .somewhat lower ground, are
particularly applicable to those w ho may happen
tortile time tolic on theside of the minority, because
if there be any section of the House that has a deeper
interest than another in the ob.servance of these
principles, it is those who liap)>en to be in the
minority. Their only chance for the athriiiiition

of charges justly made against a member of the
majority, consists in the ob.servaiice of the principle
of justice. Their only chance for the avoidance of
a condemnation of a charge unjustly made against


