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meut, and succeeded, after inauy years ol' ajiitation, in breakiiij^ it up,

and llirowitiL;- the mineral resdiirce.s of tlio province open to tlie com-
petition of the \vorM. The lesuU lias been that some of llie weallliiest

capitalists of Xew York and IJo.-ion havt; embarked a hirije amoiini of

money in the devehis.nient of sevora! wry vahnil)h! coal mines wilhiu

a few miles of Sydney. Villaijcs of hii'^e size liave ;i^ro\vn up in I ho

course of seven or ei'.;ht years, in the vicinity of these collieries ; luir-

bours have Ik-lii ilui^ out, and immense docks constructed at au enor-

mous expeuse. 'J'iie same spirit of enterprise that luis connected the

old world witli tiie new by the teh',i;raph wire

—

tiuit is developinir the

jjjreat West, biudin/j: the Atlantic t\\u\ I'acilic to;j:ether by an iron bund,

and opening uj) new channels of trade in the ri'motest (piarters of the

world—is to be seen actively at work in this little island of the Gull".

LoUISIiL'llU.

One fine Monday morning we siarted—that is to say, a Boston gen-

tleman and the writer—at an early hour, for the ruins of the old

French foi'titications, which are .about twenty-five miles from the

pieseut capital. The only attraclive feature of the rcjad is the river

Mirr, one of the large, i streams on the islatul, at times widening into

broad lakes, covered with islets wooded to the water's edge, or con-

tracting to such an extent that pcTsons <jn the ojiposite bank can con-

verse toirether v.illi ease. The larnis in this part of the country are

extremely poor : the houses small and giving lew evidences of com-
fort in their l'^t^:rn il ;ind intei-nal aiMangenients. Nowhere did we see

either vegetable or llower gai'deiis, lo indicate that the people have
any ideas beyond providing the meres' necessaries of life. Oil the

road Vve ))assc(l nuuiy women, healthv-lookin<r, and sun-burnt, and it

was amusing to see the attempts of some of the younger females lo

look fine with \eils and parasols. The great juajority of the inhabi-

tanis of Cape lireton, it nuiy here l^e stated, are Highland Scotch, and
Gaelic is therefore the language one hears on all sides. A Highlander,
of course, is Jusiiiied in considering Gaelic extremely euphonious, but

the American or Knglishmau, who hears it for the first time, will

hardly agree with him, even Avhen it comes in gentle whispers from
the lips of a fair Scotch lassie.

Now and then, as we ascended the brow of some hill, wc would
catch a glim])se of the Atlantic spai'kling in the sunshine, or of (jome

charming littlo lake, amid a wilderness of shade. At last wc came
suddenly out of the spruce woods and saw the harbour ot Louisbnrg
stretched out bolbre uj. No scene could be more desolate than that

Avhich met the eye in all directions: a low and barren country, only

relieved here and there by sonic stunted trees and a few frame houses,

some dirtance from one another. A tall lighthouse on the other side,

where the land is f'Vecipitous and rotdvy, looked grim and stern amid
the desolation. No sound disturbe<l ihe stillness of the scene except
the ciy of the circling'; sea-gull and the monotonous murmur of the

surf as it rolled on the di:itant Icdues.

'i'lic old town was built on a poini of laud formed by the harbour
and the ocean, and occupied ;i, considerable area of ground—the walk


