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All of us are in this together. The environment is the most 
global issue of them all. Today we are committed as a nation to reading of Bill C-96 is deferred not to the ordinary hour of daily

adjournment but to the end of government business on Tuesday, 
November 28.

The Speaker: It being 2 p.m. we will now proceed to 
Statements by Members.

It is my understanding the recorded division on second

many international treaties such as the conventions on climate 
change and on biodiversity.

We are committed to the commission on sustainable develop­
ment. We are committed to so many international instruments 
concerning environment and sustainable development that as we 
act, as we move forward, we set a tone, a benchmark which I 
firmly hope in this case will be followed by others in Canada and 
beyond.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

[English]

SENIORS SAFETY WEEK

Ms. Hedy Fry (Vancouver Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this 
week is Seniors’ Safety Week. While growing old is as inevita­
ble as taxes we know that seniors should remain active and stay 
in their own homes for as long as possible. It is integral to their 
good health.

I hope that all of the political parties represented in the House 
of Commons will consider this bill a positive, constructive and 
trail-blazing piece of legislation.

We may not have gone as far as the committee wanted to go at 
first, but I do think that our final resolution, the conclusion we Ironically the home is one of the least safe places for seniors. 

In Canada accidental death or injury leading to hospitalization 
that is often permanent is three times higher for seniors than for 
any other age group. These injuries exact high psychological 
and social costs on seniors. They lead to loss of independence 

committed to sustainable development, not only through its and mobility, and fear and anxiety lead to isolation, 
environment department, but through all of its departments, all 
of the machinery of government. It will be up to us, as members

have come to, is realistic and constructive, and is a huge step 
forward, not only for the federal government, but for all of 
Canada. This bill will show that the government is now firmly

Therefore making home and consumer products safe is the 
best health promotion for seniors. Health Canada promotes 

of Parliament, and up to the people to ensure that the Commis- increased safety awareness among seniors and their care givers,
sioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development not Access to devices and home improvements that ensure safe

living environments for seniors are a priority for the govern­
ment, which is why we support the Canada Safety Council 
national safety week campaign.

only follows up on the sustainable development strategies, but 
also voices our concerns and puts pressure on all the govern­
ments, the current one, the next one and all the others after that.

I urge all members of the House to work toward safer 
communities for seniors. We will all be living in them eventual-

All this will mean that, for the government and the population, 
sustainable development will become one of our concerns and ^
part of our daily lives.

I think Bill C-83 is a big step in the right direction for all of 
us. I am pleased to see today that it has come so far and that it 
will become a reality very soon, and I hope it will be passed by 
the Senate very fast so that it can come into effect as soon as 
possible.

GUN CONTROL

Mr. Jim Gouk (Kootenay West—Revelstoke, Ref.): Mr. 
Speaker, the Senate has now passed the infamous firearms 
legislation. For some it may be considered a victory but it is a 
very hollow victory at best.

The government has made some vague promises of safer 
streets and safer homes by introducing mandatory registration 
of rifles and shotguns. The Minister of Justice has never 
explained how cracking down on law-abiding citizens is going 

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I will take a moment to to prevent the criminal misuse of firearms. Obviously, criminals 
clarify a matter we dealt with earlier with reference to Bill are not going to register anything they own.
C-96, following an intervention of the chief government whip 
on vote deferrals.

[English]

I believe the legislation is nothing more than a very thin 
smoke screen to offer a false sense of safety to Canadians who


