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I am tempted, as a matter of fact I will once more appeal to
the sense of fair play of the hon. member for Richmond—Wolfe
to respect the authority of the Chair and respect the authority
indeed of Parliament and everything that has come to rest in
this position. I would ask the hon. member in the sense of fair
play if he would withdraw his accusation ‘“que le premier
ministre a menti”’.

[Translation)]

Mr. Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe): Mr. Speaker, I recognize
the effort that you are making and the difficult situation you are
in. I also recognize that my colleagues in the Bloc see that one of
their fellow members must remain firm in his decision because I
deeply believe that the facts taken together do indeed show that
he lied to the House.

The Speaker: Mr. Leroux, I must name you for disregarding
the authority of the Chair.

Pursuant to the authority vested in me under Standing Order
11, I order you to withdraw from the House for the remainder of
today’s sitting.

[Editor’s Note: And Mr. Leroux having withdrawn:]
[English]
Some hon. members: Shame, shame.

The Speaker: Order. To continue with question period, the
hon. member for Simcoe Centre.
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INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre): Mr. Speaker, our research
indicates that as of September 19 the three levels of government
have committed almost $1 billion of borrowed taxpayers’
dollars to projects which are outside the red ink book definition
of infrastructure. How can the minister justify this breaking of
red ink book promises?

® (1155)

Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (President of the Treasury Board
and Minister responsible for Infrastructure): Mr. Speaker,
the red book promise has been fulfilled and the infrastructure
program is a great success.

This program which started only a few months ago has had
terrific support from every municipality and every province
across this country to the point where 70 per cent of the $6
billion allocated has now in fact been approved in projects,
putting 100,000 Canadians back to work.

We said that we would get our $2 billion of the $6 billion from
reallocation. We outlined in great detail in the red book exactly
how that is being done. I have seen municipalities and provinces
right across this country pick up on that spirit, reallocate funds,
find ways of providing funds to get Canadians back to work
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without further burdening the taxpayers of this country and that
is what we have done with this program.

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre): Mr. Speaker, what we are
doing here at all levels is reallocating borrowed funds.

How in the name of infrastructure can you spend borrowed tax
dollars on bocce courts in Toronto, the World Canoe Champion-
ship in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia or the removal of overhead
electrical wires for a movie in Shelburne, Nova Scotia? The list
goes on.

Will the minister take immediate action to ensure that no
more borrowed tax dollars fund projects of questionable value to
Canada’s infrastructures?

Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (President of the Treasury Board
and Minister responsible for Infrastructure): Mr. Speaker, I
notice the member did not mention the arena or the library in his
own riding which he did not get any—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Eggleton: Of course what he does know or should know
is that this is based on municipal priorities. This has to do with
attracting additional investment dollars to the community by the
upgrading of infrastructure and it has to do with the quality of
life in our community. That is what attracts additional invest-
ment dollars. That is what attracts people to live and work in our
communities. These projects are based on the priorities of local
government and our local communities across this country.
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[Translation)

1992 REFERENDUM

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata): Mr.
Speaker, the role of the federal Minister of Intergovernmental
Affairs in the referendum issue is at the very least disturbing. Is
the minister prepared to state in this House that until yesterday,
as he suggested, he did not know anything about the content of
the telephone conversation Mr. Mulroney had with the Prime
Minister on Tuesday?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Queen’s Privy Coun-
cil for Canada, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and
Minister responsible for Public Service Renewal): Mr. Speak-
er, my answer is yes.

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata): Mr.
Speaker, I therefore have to conclude that the federal Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs was absent from the cabinet meeting
on Tuesday. In that case, does he not feel that he was much too
quick to take position against Quebec when he stated, without
having all the facts, that the federal government owed nothing to
Quebec?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Queen’s Privy Coun-
cil for Canada, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and
Minister responsible for Public Service Renewal): Mr. Speak-
er, the Opposition should know that the conversation between



