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estimates on the number of firearms then there goes another
billion dollars in bureaucratic spending.

Somehow I think that if we really worked at it we could find
something better to spend that money on.

One in nine women will develop breast cancer during their
lives. This year alone 17,000 women will be newly diagnosed
with the disease and over 5,400 of those will die of breast cancer.
If cancer of the testicles had statistics like this the men on the
other side of the House would cross their legs and pass $500
million worth of funding for research and prevention before the
end of a single day. They would tell the women on their side of
the House how to vote as is the Liberal procedure.

However, as it stands now, they would rather spend $118.9
million setting up a registration program for rifles and shotguns
without any evidence that it will save a single life.

I have done some research into the use of $118.9 million for
the detection and treatment of breast cancer. The results were
very interesting. This $118.9 million could double detection
screening of women in the appropriate age group. Experts tell
me that this would prevent about one-third of the current deaths
from this dreaded disease. That amounts to 1,710 women a year.
That is more people than the total number of firearm’s related
deaths and we have not heard one single word of evidence that
even a single life would be saved through following the minis-
ter’s ill-conceived legislation.

There would be those who would point out that this expendi-
ture for breast cancer treatment would be an annual cost whereas
the setting up of the registration system is a one time cost.
Ignoring the fact that setting up the registration system does not
include the cost of registration itself, which is many times the
initial cost, I looked at what a one time funding of $118.9
million would do for the problem of breast cancer in the long
term.
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As we all know, each disease has an associated health care
cost. The cost of a terminal breast cancer patient for hospital
time, chemotherapy and other expenses averages about
$100,000. This does not include the human cost of the victim or
her family. If we could prevent the death of 1,710 women a year
with an associated health care savings of $100,000 each we
would reduce health care expenses by $171 million.

Although the initial $118.9 million spent on the real saving of
lives versus the minister’s wild fantasy of forcing his values on
others would be a one-time expenditure, 70 per cent of the
health care system’s savings would provide this amount each
year while continuing to save the health care system an addition-
al $52 million a year. In light of this, the minister’s fantasy does
not seem very supportable.

We are at a very troubled time in our country’s finances. The
government is talking about many cuts in federal spending. The
cuts are necessary but it means the government has to learn how
to set priorities in order to preserve the quality of life while
addressing the financial problems we face.

It seems the government, particularly the Minister of Justice,
has some very mixed priorities. It is time to tell the minister that
restricting the activities of law—abiding citizens is not a priority.
Its legislation is a waste of the taxpayers’ money at a time when
we have none to waste.

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Waterloo, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to enter the debate on this matter.

I was here this morning when the Minister of Justice gave his
presentation. He talked about the members of the third party
trafficking in fiction. If the member who just spoke had been
here he would have been the beneficiary of some of the informa-
tion, in particular the cost of registration.

The minister was very clear in pointing out we cannot
compare the registration cost of handguns to long guns because
with handgun registration there are police investigations, et
cetera involved which makes it much more expensive.

We also had the member for Wild Rose telling the House there
is no difference in crime rates between the United States of
America and Canada. Let me tell the Reform Party that is
trafficking in fiction and Canadians will not buy that line.

Members of the Reform Party say we have had registration of
handguns which has not lowered the crime rate. Let me suggest
to them that when a police officer arrests an individual who is
carrying an unregistered handgun and he does not have a permit
to carry that gun, the police officer can now arrest that individu-
al for the possession of a restricted firearm. He can take him to
the police station and no doubt the investigation will reveal that
many crimes have been committed.

Let me also use another example that was cited by the
Minister of Justice this morning. It relates to an incident where
police officers can raid a motorcycle club where they will find
20, 30 or 40 long guns. Under the present legislation there is no
way for the police to determine whether those are illegal guns.

It is important to get all the facts. This legislation is trying to
move toward maintaining the kind of society Canadians have
come to accept. We do not believe in mirroring the Americans
and their crime rate.
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On Tuesday, June 6, an article Second Opinion appeared in the
Kitchener—Waterloo Record. The author of this article was John
Dadds of Kitchener who was an OPP police officer for 20 years



