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putting in a foundation of concrete is in the
formns whicb have to be used. These forms
could be used from one building to, the next
and so on, and the cost of the cellar would be
small, perhaps not $200. It would answer an
inl'portant purpose, in fact two important
purposes, because it would provide a place
where the family could keep their coal, vege-
tables and everything else, and it would
keep the floor dry upatairs. I know that,
because once I owned and rented a house
without a foundation, and I put three dif--
ferent floors on the kitchen so as to keep
the baby warm wben it was on the floor.
And remember, the people who, will occupy
these houses will be young people with families.
There. is another reason why you cannot put
posta under a bouse in the climate we have
in Canada. The ground is damp. These bouses
will be on damp ground and when the frost
cornes it will beave some corner of the
building. Once that bappens, the building
will not easily be got back into shape, so that
in time, unless there is a foundation, these
bouses will become sbacks. Wherever possible,
a foundation sbould be put in at the beginning.
That is a word for the person who will
occupy the premises, and it is an important
word; but it is întended not only for bim
but for the owner of the bouse, because,' if
you do not put in a foundation, the bouse
will become a' sback.

The CHAIRMAN: Shaîl the item carry?

Some hon. MEMBERS: No.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): I was going to appeal
to hon. members to carry the item. Frankly,
I think we bave ta tackle this bousing business
in a serious way because the situation rigbt
now demands it. 1 have taken issue with
tbe bon. member for Regina City and I amn
not surprised that he made the appeal he did,
coming from a city. riding, but on a previous
occasion in this bouse I raised an objection to
the tremendous cenfralization that bas been
taking place in Canada in more ways than one.
The leader of'tbe government this evening
spoke of the boards that bad been set up
representing national housing, wartime housing,
and veterans, and I am sure ail three are con-
centrating their efforts on tbe setting up of
colonies in the large centres to-day. Al
across the prairies, despite what we have beard
for a year about national bousing, the faet is
that no one can get a boan to build a bouse
outside a large city. I do not want to
antagonize anybody, but I hope we can get on
to sornetbing else. I trust the government
will discontinue the tendency toward central-
izing ail the bousing business under certain

departments. We have had a good discussion
on this question and there are many other
items to Ibe taken up. I hope we can get along.

Mr. ADAMSON: There is one question I
wish to ask in regard to what the minister is
doing, IIow with Wartime Housing as a per-
manent agency for the construction' of per-
manent bouses. What is being donc with
reference to the municipalities? A dollar a
year is paid for the lot. In Toronto the taxes,
as far as the house is coneerned, are from 824
to $30 a year, and that is only a fraction of
the normal taxes which would be assessed on
that property if it were under normal
assessment.

Mr. HOWE: What are the taxes on a
$3,000 bouse in Toronto?

Mr. ADAMSON: It depends on where you
are, but it wôuld run considerahbly more than
that. It is at least twice that, if school taxes
are taken into account.

Mr. JACKMAN: Thirty-five milis.

Mr. ADAMSON: In my constituency,
wbich is not part of Toronto, they will run
considerably more than that. There is also
this fact to be considered. I realize that the
minister has great difficulties in building these
houses, but wben you increase the popula-
tion *by building tbese bouses you have to
provide extra services, and a dollar a year
rent or tbe small amnount of taxes wbich the
govern-ment agency, Wartime Housing, pays
the municipality, will not be sufficient ta
reimburse the municipality for the extra
services wbich the increared population will
demand. There will be increased services in
the way of scbools and incrcased lighting.
A dollar a year does not nearly cover average
street lighting. It does not in my ridîng, nor
does it in Toronto. You -are building up a
liability for the municipality, and I suggest
that a reviâin of the basic contract sbould
be made before you go further ahead with this
pro] ect.

Mr. HOWE: I shall be glad to tell the
mayor and tbe city council of Toronto and
those who are charged witb the responsibility
for dealing with this problem that the Con-
servative members ail object to building
bouses there, in the first place, and in the
second place they think a proper deal will
flot be made.

An hon. MEMBER: Tbat is not truc.

Mr. HOWE: Certainly it is truc. Every-
one bere bas said so. Every Toronto member


