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people are the backbone of recruiting before
and during tbe war for the reserve army. I
spoke on their bebaif in the last bouse, whan
the minister's predecessor was here, in 1936,
1937, 1938, 1939, whien many of our young
people were riding the rods in the summar
looking for work. That is the type of youtb
that bas gone to the war without any com-
pulsion. The oldest regiments in Toronto are
filled with youtlîs of tbat type, sixtean, seven-
taon and eighiteen years of age. Some units
pick a particular scbool; some otbers forma a
cadet corps.

I arn sorry tbat this regulation in regard
to restricted industries was passed affacting
theise su', enteen and eighiteeu years of aga, and
those fi-oui seventeen to forty-five. The higli
schools are netiring the end of the tarin, and
nîany wvii1 be closing about the first cf June,
or euriier titan usual. 1Many of the young
people attcnding tlîcm walut to maka a littie
moncy tis suluimer in order te go to uni-
verîsity. I kunwoý suine of tiiem at North
Toronto coluegiaite, a few ut Lu.wrence Park
col1it-;ztte, aud unicers ut l'arkdle coilegiate,'ItLicrui, River<iaiu and lluniiberii(u, and al,
the otlir ecullcýicgh s. I staurtcd on the hoard
of edurt-zition,. and 1 stili take a groat deal cf
interest in tliose attending secool and in cdu-
cation work. S'onie of thu, fathers of these
young people want their boys to go in flue
arniy, wouid ratier sec them in the aîniy
hecause, owing to the new regulations, tbey
cannet, if cf the age of seventeen, get work
in tlic suîrner. Tbr-e yuuitbs near w-hero I live
in Egliiton riding are affeeted by thiese regula-
tiens, aud ratlier thian take a chance on getting
work; in the summrrer they joined the manning
pool in flic Royal Canadian Air Force Iast
week. I saw them xvalking on the street yestor-
day in air force uniforms.

It is a great mistake te handicap our youth
of these agas xvîth ail tbese reguîlations. If we
hiad taken the right metbeds semae years ago-
it is nlot the fauit of the present minister that
the young people who rode tbe rods a few
years ago did net gct a fair deal from parlia-
înent-and hiad adepted an .apprenticeship
systern suehi as I urged in 1936 and 1937, tbese
young people would bave signed up for three
years as apprentices witli miiitary training and
bad lodging, peeket money, drill, clothing, and
weuld have heen learning soe trade in key
industries of many kinds. As a resuit, wben
the war broke eut, we wouild bave bad 25.000
skillc(1 mechanies available in the air force
alente for serv ice. Tbat was the policy for
wvbicli I workcd hard fer three or four years
befure the~ war. Sorte such policy bas 110w
heen adopted in part in cenjuniction with tbe
provinces, and that work is going on at Gaît
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and otber places of vocational training, in
relation to tbe war, as I advocgtcd prier to
tbe war on many occasions.

To-day there is se mueh confusion over
the regulatiens that nobody seerns te, under-
stand thcm or how thcy will ho applied te
tue higli sclîeols. I bave read the regula-
tiens; they are rnest conflieting and con-
fusing, and scaru war industries frern giving
w erk te those of sevent(en ycars of age,
andl I cunnet advise anyhedy rugaîi-ding tliem.
Soine yoting people frern our celiegiates in
Toronto have tried te get into the plants
-ut Toronte aud otiiers ie srnali arrns plants.
Serne young peuple working in drîîc stores,
beys cf feurttcn te sixiteun, who c-îrned $4
a wcetk afLer s 'beel. bave humn let eut. 1 do
net iknow w bure it is going toendm. Why
pun1ali7.e îbuse yeutbis w hese f-ailîîi-s are at
the' wzir? Tut se reunatiens are non fair and
prupier. 1 know the uciinisiur hbas 1:,keii a great
citai ef iîîtt rt-t un tiltclition aund- t ser-

ve-.anti I Loe lu, will sec tha un o'etiîin-
's (flne for th holiet h of Car euunur1ry te

thieisel ruît. wjic'h at pr ,su @'u inu'' bear
ou:x i n tue population ef uur at eendary

s -iouuh. Sont(, of tucs' ef sixtu c' c, sc yen-
tut n -c lus of :ugu want te go to Toronto
uni-ersity, or te th lu 110 subo f cuc but
if tbev caunut. work in w-ar pa'md make
:1 littie iiuonu y in the suini-er t1hucy cannot
go te tue univet * v. The boruu~hards of
u(lucnclion shoiuld luax e bten co betudhfere
tinv sun-b ruguitions \vere p-~-c. Soe
selicol hoards bcfore the w-ar al)uil'hedt tbe
ct-su \eii -nt in thu s-h ool-, airlhough
the geverniicunt bas clone a gruat deal cf good
wxorik te rusturu it. I know the prusent
Munistcr of -National Dtfence w-ouid net
h ave strueck eut tue cadet voec wlben it
rarne before the bouse four or five yaars
agol if liu had boun here but-anse bu( knows
what tîcu miiitia ewe te it. A gruat many
ef eur yeung people of saventeen and
ciglîtten arc .ieining the air force as a resuit
of this arm',' rulu. They ure splenditi young
people, us anoeu cao sec hy the parades
su-h as I saw in Toronto the ether day.

Mr. RALSTON: My lien, friand bas just
reinforeed w-bat bas alrcady heen saici on tbis
peint. At tue moment I cannot say more te
tbe cenimittee than titat it had net been borne
in forcibly on my mind that tliis regulation
diii affect the sevcnteen-year eids. As I say,
it w-as net in my departinent, huit I -was a
muinher cf the govcrniment w-hici passed the
regîîlation and take foul responsibiiity for it.
I realize aise tbat if any change is te, ha made,
it must ha made at once, in view cf the young
people corning out of tha seheols. I arn net


