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Supplyi-Egg Grading

These regulations, I think, were prepared
for the purpose of mixing up both the pro-
ducer and the vendor of eggs on the local
market. I realize this, that for the purposes
of the wholesale trade this grading is neces-
sary, and is proper. I realize that for the
purposes of the expert and import of eggs,
this grading system is a proper systern; but
I think it is going entirely too far when you
ask the farmer on bis local market to have
bis eggs graded under these regulations, and
to pay two cents a dozen for the privilege of
having it donc. Now wbat is the actual ex-
pericnce? On Saturday after Saturday on
the mnarkets of western Ontario you will find
a long line of farmers-it is not se bad in
surmcr. but in cold weather it is very an-
neying, very treubleseme, and inconvenient
-standing in line for half or three-quarters
of an heur, and it bas been reported to me,
in soine cases, for over an heur, waiting for
thre prix ilege cf passing a basket cf eggs
througb te a grader, aird paying two cents a
dozen te hiave those eggs graded, and graded
by a inin whe in the mai erity of cases knows
nethiiig, or littie about the grading cf eggs.
Why, in the Guelph market they bave tested
ihese graders eut. Tire wives cf farmeýrs,
reputable womcn, bave cerne te me and said
that they bave put the samne basket through
before three ditierent graders, and in each
instance they bave ebtained different grades.
1 have made inquiries of the ordinary con-
suiners, citizons in my city, and I bave failed
te fînd one whe is in faveur cf this system.
It xvas roported te me that the local mer-
chant s were in favour cf the system. I called
up six cf tireur on the telephene and in-
quired, and the wbole six said: No, abolish
the syst"m. I bave scen many, many farmers
and mnany, rnany farmers' wives, and I find
tbey are ail agrecd; they are ail opposed to
Ibis sVSztem cf egg grading on the local
markets.

Why was the system ever put on, one
mnay ask? It was as a resuit of the dernand
of the whelesale dealers. It helps them, I
will grant yeu. Tbey get a certain amnount
of irnmunity from it, but for the purchaser
in the open market it is ne protection, and
for the farmer it is an inconvenience, an in-
justice, and an expense. That twe cents a
dozen that the farmer bas to pay he neyer
gets back. 'rhey say he adds it te the price,
but the price cf eggs to-day is lewer than
when the grading system was introduced. The
farmer bas net gained. I do net objeet te
the man who goes tbrough a township buying
cggs and hringing them into some kind of a
central warehouse, being compelled te grade
his eggs but I do objeet, and the farmers
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objeet, te farmers' wives being obliged te
submit to this imposition on the local mar-
ket, with the cost that it entails.

Why maintain such a system? I have had
a good many communications on the subi ect
from a good many places in the province of
Ontario. I arn sorry my hon. friend from
North Waterloo (Mr. Euler) is net in bis
place, because I know he is interested in this
miatter. H1e took it up witb the Department
of Agriculture and announced in a paper witb
wbich hoe is cennected that the egg grading
systern did net apply te the local farmer on
the local market. We thougbt for a while
that xve w'ere gcing to be relieved, but it
turned eut that it dees apply, and I amn
serry te say that in the ccnstituency I have
the honour te represont there have been two
prosecutions and two fines îrnpesed on farmers
wbe did net stand in line and have their
little basket g-raded, paid for, and labelled by
an inofficient egg grader.

Wlîo appoints the cgg graders, I de net
knaw. I wonder if they are appointed by the
Civil Service Commission? The reasen I ask
thre question is this: I t'eceivodi a notice the
othier day that tbe Civil Ser-vice Commission
nas going te -appoint a wool grader. There-
,ore, I assumne that the ogg graders arc
appeintQdc in the samne \vay. Weil, in that
case, ail I con do is te ask the Civil Service
Commission te go throtîgh wxestern Ontario
and take a good look over their egg graders
t h're. becauise I arn net satisfled that tbey
are cempetent men for the work entrusted te
thern.

I subrnit, Mr. Speaker, that the whole
systern is wrong. Surely we can continue the
open market system. If you are geing te
grade eggs, why net grade other produce?
Wby net grade bumtter, fruit, potatees and
other vegetables that are brought on the
mnarket? Why compel the farmers te undergo
this grading systern enly in regard to their
eggs? I say, Mr. Speaker, that it is an
imposition upon -tire farmers of this country,
and more particularly it is an imposition on
tire wives of the farmers. No injustice bas
heen dene in the ipast under the old system.
J3otb purchaser and vendor bave been satis-
fied with the old open mnarket system, where
the good old doctrine of "Caveat emptor"ý-
let the buyer beware-prevailed. Under that
system the purchaser got the eggs he
hargained for, and the vendor was satisfied
with the manner in which bis eggs were sold.
But these regulations are carrying this
paternal idea in government to an excess.

1 bave brougbt this matter up in the way
I have, and under the resolution which bas
been read te the Huse, in order that the


