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ting that the control of ceaI should, for the
time being, be placed in the hands of the
Railway Commission.

When I made my motion last week I
had first-hand information of a very serious
nature, from coal merchants ln this city
and from manufacturers, and that informa-
tien was supplementeri by despatches in
the press stating that the Toronto Gas Com-
pany, and the Montreal Gas Company were
short of ceai, and that the latter company
was applying te the Public Utilities Coni-
mission of Quebeo te obtain higher rates
for gas because of the scarcity of coal.
But since then I have been in New York,
and I arn glad that the right hon. gentie-
iman has taken hold of this very serious
question, because I found that even in New
York city last week emnergency commîttees
were being appointed by varieus industries
te cope with the very serious coal shortage
which now exists in the United States, iiet-
withstanding that it is a country whiere
coal is produceri in such abundance.

1 am at one with the riguht hon. gentle-
mnan when bie states that in view of the
present situation, which is certain te be
aggýravated from year te year, the Govern-
ment should encourage in the most prac-
tical manner the more extensive eperation
of our ceai deposits and of our shale depos-
its,-ia other words, that t.he substitutes for
ceai wbich e'<îst in the West and in the
East shouild be developeri with a view te
relieving the ceai shortage. As was stated
a few minutes ago the twe great centrai
provinces of Ontario aud Quebec wiil be bit
most severely by this coal shortage, I stili
helieve. Mr. Chairmnan, that the Geverni-
ment should put more than three of its
steamers on the route betweea tbe mines cf
Sydney and the chief distributing centres
cf Montreai snd Quebec.

Undouhtedly it is oaiy fitting aad proper
that the Raiiway Com.mission should make
Al its primary duty te preveat a ceai famine
during next winter. I do net wisli te be
panicky but from the information I have
gathereri in the United States f roi special
reviews desling with the situation, therc
can be ne doubt that it is a very seriolus
matter se far as this country is concerneri.
That only emphssizes this feature, which
1 mentioneri in another debate: we surely
should net be eatirely dependent on our
g-reat neighbour te tbe South for our ceaI
supplies. As bas been stated by the right
lion. gentleman, we have vast ceai de-
posits and other fuel re-ources in abun-
(lance, and it requires oniy weii directed
effort on the part of ouir Government andi
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ou-r peopie to beýcome pra-otbially inde-
pendent of our neighbours to the South
But it will take miany years before we are
,able to develop our own fuel resiourees to
the point ýthat- we shall be eempletely ilt-
dependent.

I arn proud to know that during the war
the United States treated Canada in a very
f air manner as regards the coal supply
that was needed for domestic and indus-
trial purposes, and I arn quite sure that
if that feeling of amity betwecn the two.
countries is cultivated we shall neyer re-
gret it, because both countries should learn
to give and take in matters of trade. We
need the hard ceai of Pennsylvania, foýr
Ontario and Quebec, and the United States
require our pulp-woed for their paper in-
dusrtry. Therefore ;a policy of give-and-take
.shouid be cuitivated by bot.h countries, and
1 arn confident that ne one to-day, ia view
of the very serions ceai situation xvhicb
threatens us, would go into the byways of
Ontario and Quebec and repeat the old
slogan: No itrucek iand no trade wi.th Uncle
Sam.

Sir SAM HUGHES: 1 do flot know that
I heartily concur in the proposal to refer
this inatter te the Railway Commission.
Personally, I think we 'wouid get much bet-
ter satisfaction were we to ask Mr. Hanna,
cf the Canad-ian National Railwavs, Mr.
Kelly, of the Grand Trunk, and Mr. Beatty,
of the Canadian Pacific Railway, to get te-
get-her and org-anize adequate transpor :a-,
tion facilities for the haulage of the ceai
from the United States to Ontario and Que-
bec. I rise, however, to once mnore emipha-
size the fact that we have within our own
domain ample coal reseurces for ahl our
needs, -if we would only properly develop
tiiem. Moreover, in the matter of car short-

cgif the Western Americani roads were
encouraged to develop the Crowsnest ceai
(lepesits, they could relieve the car shortagce
to a very great extent. The Chicago, Mil-
waukee and St. Paul, the Northwestern and
other United States roads run close to our
border, ani if we eacouragued those roads te
corne into the -Crowsnest Pass region and
open up coal mines there-anri we have in
our semi-aathracite deposits there some of
tbe very finest steani ceai in the world I
amI satisfied the car shortage would be re-
iieved, due te the removal of the long haul
handicap from 'the Amierican central coal
fildrs 'te western peints. We can aise, as I
pointed out on other occasions, by estab-
iishing routes from our coal mines in the
Rocky mountains te the East, place car
western coal te the utinost limits of On-


