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Another basic reason why Canada is applying economic sanctions
to Rhodesia is that such means are much preferable to the use of force,
which is always to be avoided if possible .

I can say to the Committee that the possible use of force in
certain situations in this matter must be regarded with the gravest concern .
It is not merely a question of police action ; this is a situation that could
have implications and consequences far beyond the mere exercise of police
power .

Military operations could have explosive effects on the whole
of Africa and grave international repercussions . The British have not
precluded the use of force to restore law and order in Rhodesia, but the
British Government has declared that it is unwilling to use force in
existing circumstances, and this is a matter where the British Government
alone is constitutionally responsible .

The sanctions campaign against the illegal regime which has only
been in operation for a relatively short time, as I stated in the House of
Commons, has not produced the swift results that some had expected, but
there is no doubt that the sanctions are adversely affecting the Rhodesian
economy. How long it would take for this campaign to produce the desired
result I do not know . It is a field in which predictions are inherently
difficult . In this case also, the result may well be obtained at a point
well short of economic collapse . When Mr . Smith's followers realize that
the growing economic dislocation resulting from the UDI is not a temporary
phenomenon but rather that their trade will continue indefinitely and
progressively to be damaged by sanctions and that their economic prospects
are distinctly bleak, they should realize their mistake in backing his
illegal action. It is therefore very important to keep up the economic
pressure on the illegal régime to make clear to its supporters that there
is to be no slackening but rather an increase in the efforts of countries
applying the sanctions . We attach importance to the general embargo on
exports to Rhodesia by the United States on March 18 .

Mhat action will be taken in the United Nations if the sanctions
do not give evidence of greater success remains to be seen . Action under
Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter could be confined to oil sanctions,
or it could be confined to other sanctions .

Speaking for the Canadian Government and knowing what this means
to the Commonwealth as a whole, we cannot in any way relent in our conviction
and in our effort, within the limitations that we have prescribed for ourselves,
to see this matter through . Nothing less than the interests of the Commonwealth

is involved in this situation .

A major Canadian contribution, apart-from the total embargoes on
exports and imports that we have authorized, has been the Canadian contribution

to the Zambia airlift . This airlift was necessitated by the action of the
illegal regime in cutting off the supply of oil products to Zambia in December
of last year after the embargo commenced against Rhodesia . Zambia was almost

wholly dependent on Rhodesia for oil products from the refinery inside Rhodesia .


