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Georges Bidault was born in Moulins (Allier) on October
5, 1899. He was mobilized in 1918. After his discharge from the
army he continued his studies and, in 1925, placed first in the
history "concours d'agrégation", the competitive state examination
for admission to the teaching staffs of the "lycées" and univer-
sities. During his student years he participated actively in
the movement known as "Catholic Action", working especially with
groups of young peopls.

After passing his examination, he became professor of
history in Paris. At ths sams time, he was active in the Chris-
tlan Democratic Party and became an editorial writer for its
dally organ, 1l'Aubse. He vigorously opposed the Munich Pact in
1938.

M. Bidault enlisted in 1939, served as an infantry
ssrgeant, and was taken prisoner by the Germans. Released a year
later, he resumed tsaching, this time in Lyon. There he irmme-
diately jolned the Resistance, giving anti-Nazi lecturcs to his
students, publishing a clandestine newspaper, helping to organize
the movement "Combat", and acting as lialson agent betwsen the
Resistance in France and Fighting France hesadquarters in London.

In 1943 M. Bldault was elected President of ths National
Council of the Resistance, and succeedsd in uniting the various
élements of the Resistancs and in formulating a common program.

Appointed Foreign Minister of the Provisional Govern-
ment by General de Gaulle on September 9, 1944, Georges Bidault
represented France at the United Nations San Francisco, London
and New York Conferences and at the Foreign Ministzrs' Con-
forences held in London, Paris, New York and Moscow.

Elected President of the Provisional Govsrnment by the
Constituent Assembly on Juns 19, 1946, M. Bidault resignsd on
November 18 after ths election of the first National Assembly
under the Constitution of the Fourth Republic. He continusd to
sarve as Foreign Ministsr from September 9, 1944 to July 19, 1948,
He Initiated ths rapprochement between France and Germany by
vigorously defending before the French Parliament, and leading
1t to adopt the agreements on Germany of June 1948, on which
the policy of curopsan unification is based.

Georges Bidault headed thse French delegation to UNESCO
In Ssptember 1948, 4 delsgate to the Strasbourg Huropsan Assembly
In September 1949, hc became President of its Political Commission.

In May 1949 he bscams President of the MRP (Popular
Republican Movament).

Ho servsd as President of the Council of Ministers
(Premier) from Octobsr 27, 1949 to June 24, 1950, and as Vice-
Premisr in Henri Queuille's Cabinet March 10 to July 10, 1551,

. Bidault was Vice-Premisr and Minister of National
Defonco in the Cabinut constitutcd by René Pleven on August 11, 1951,
In this post he coordinated ths work of the Departmants of War, the
Navy and the Alr Force. He was also given unusually broad powers
in thse entirc rearmament and securlty flelds and roplaced the
Forelgn Minister in all matters connacted with the Atlantic Pact

and at all international conferencss dsaling with the defercs of
France.

On Jenuary 8, 1953, . k. Rend Maysr formsd a new govern-
nent in which M. Georgss Bidault again took thec post of Minister
of Forelgn Affairs.




