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when they have no oratorical gifts = speeches in which they mmst be careful

‘§ the art of making platitudes sound novelq They must also see members of

1. XMnlost and most effective method of doing thisey one carnot dismiss segial
S 3cf.1vities as merely frivolouse Often useful work in furthering the interests
: ¥ onc%s country can best be achieved outside office hours and around a
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Iondon or wear snowshoes in Aucusty he 18 inclined to blame CGanadionm ropm
resentatives in the United States for not having successfully educated .

all the one hundred and forty million people of that country to know better,
Crass ignorance is always deplorable, but you mmst not expect too mche  Ue know,
of coursey in Canada a great deal more about the United States than they
know about usy but that is because we are a smaller country, mch affected by
pnearly everything important that goes on south of the borderg and able to : - .
follow thie course of eventa there by reading our own newspaperse We couldg
nevertheless, if we triedy produce just as grotesque misconceptions about

tie United States which &re cherished by some Canadianse In fact, very little
damage is done by the existence of prevailing pockets of ignorance of this
sorte - It is not dangerous ignoranceee Thile the situation has improved a . -
preat deal during the last twenty years, one should not get alarmed or :
irritated because false or distorted ideas still frequently prevail’, There is ’ |
no way of cormpelling the people of any country to assimilate facteg =~ - . ’ |
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- Spreading information abroad about Canada is a function by no means -
confined wholly to specialists in the Canadian Information Service, which
has rocently become a part of the Department of External Affairss It engages
part of the time of every officer of the Embassy, and a good deal of the .
Aubassador8s own times For Ambassadors are supposed o make speeches.even ®

to avoid giving offence to anyoneg & condition which s ets a high premium on

the press fairly frequently, and be prepared as welly when they meet people, |
to be asked questions ranging from the size of the Canadian pational debt - -
to the dogmlicensing provisions at a summer resort, )

- Pinally, another branch of the functicns of a diplonatic mission . '
is to watch over the interests of Canadian individuals and companies when
they are affected by acts of the Government of the country concernede 7The -
enormous variety of troubles into which Canadians can zet themselves all -
over the world impresses iself on anyvone who has seen ruch of the workings !
tof the Department of External Affairse I had supposed that we were on the . - o
«whde a fairly stay-at-home pcople except for our constant journeyings to - !
fthe United States; we havey after all, a larce Canadian patrirony to rove
around ine I can assure you that that is not the sasag Fortunxely for
1the Embassy in Washingtong the fact of propinq'uity saves us a zood deal in .
ithis branch of worke Most of the Canadians in trouble south of the border --
wxtricate thamselves without invoking official aide The Embassy does an
rctive business, noeverthelers, along certain lines, some of which misht lead
one to the erroneous conclusion that we are a lewless and unregenerate nationg
£#nother side of this work, iespectable and amctive, relatcs to the issuance ;
£nd renevval of passports, advising on questions of citizenship and s0 one |

You may note that I have said nothing abouvt one sort of activity -

thich is that most commonly made the subject of ridicule by those who poke
fun at ry adopted professione For a long time a certzain Merber of Parliament,
rot unknovm in Toronto, could not mention Canadian representatives abroad
tithout introducing references to striped pantse pink teas, late dinner
Firties and the like, Of coursey I ovn striped pants ryselfy, but I think, |
that I hrve less occasion to wear them in Washington than I would if I we:e

Tespected elder citizenm of Torontog
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- - Seriously, there is a sood deal of social activity and some £Ormme .
lity surrounding part of the work of representing one®s country abroade I
hove I have said enough about the functions of an, Embassy to show that its
Acmbers have occupations which are not purely sodqialy in order to justify
tﬁ.eir existence, Since it is the duty of represcntatives abrond to achjeve
4 wide acquaintancey and since being entertained and entertainine is the

?:.nner tablees Talk runs more freely when the advancing clock in the office

6 1ot drawing attention to the next appointment a few minutoes away, or to
e pile of papers waiting to be dealt Withe




