
9. Any Party may submit a proposal to amend Annex B in order to list a manufacturing process 
in which mercury or mercury compounds are used. It shall include information related to the 
availability, technical and economic feasibility and environmental and health risks and benefits of 
the non-mercury alternatives to the process.

10. No later than five years after the date of entry into force of the Convention, the Conference of 
the Parties shall review Annex B and may consider amendments to that Annex in accordance with 
Article 27.

11. In any review of Annex B pursuant to paragraph 10, the Conference of the Parties shall take 
into account at least:

(a) Any proposal submitted under paragraph 9;

(b) The information made available under paragraph 4; and

(c) The availability for the Parties of mercury-free alternatives which are technically and 
economically feasible taking into account the environmental and health risks and benefits.

Article 6

Exemptions available to a Party upon request

1. Any State or regional economic integration organization may register for one or more 
exemptions from the phase-out dates listed in Annex A and Annex B, hereafter referred to as an 
“exemption”, by notifying the Secretariat in writing:

(a) On becoming a Party to this Convention; or

(b) In the case of any mercury-added product that is added by an amendment to Annex A or 
any manufacturing process in which mercury is used that is added by an amendment to Annex B, 
no later than the date upon which the applicable amendment enters into force for the Party.

Any such registration shall be accompanied by a statement explaining the Party’s need for the 
exemption.

2. An exemption can be registered either for a category listed in Annex A or B or for a 
sub-category identified by any State or regional economic integration organization.

3. Each Party that has one or more exemptions shall be identified in a register. The Secretariat 
shall establish and maintain the register and make it available to the public.

4. The register shall include:

(a) A list of the Parties that have one or more exemptions;

(b) The exemption or exemptions registered for each Party; and
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